LEISURE THESAURUS 
leisure (n) - freedom from work or other duties or responsibilities that require time and effort; free time.

Life was hard for our ancestors, and they had little leisure.In his leisure, he likes to read mystery novels.
at leisure - having free or spare time; not working or otherwise occupied. 


ease, rest

at one’s leisure - when the time is convenient; when one has spare time; do something slowly and without hurrying: Come round for lunch and then we can discuss it at leisure. Take the leaflets home and read them at your leisure.

gentleman/lady of leisure - someone who does not have to work and who spends a lot of time doing things for pleasure (used humorously)

on holiday -  I'm away on holiday until the 1st of June.
go on holiday also go on your holidays: We're going to Spain for our holidays.
have/take a holiday - I didn't have a proper holiday this year.
holiday abroad - This was his first holiday abroad.
summer holiday - her annual summer holiday
family holiday
skiing/camping/walking etc holiday
holiday resort (=a place with many hotels where a lot of people go on their holidays)
holiday brochure (=a magazine that advertises holidays)
holiday snaps informal (=photographs taken while on holiday)
holiday romance
Similar words and words conventionally associated with leisure: ease, recreation, relaxation, repose, respite, rest amusement, entertainment, recess, recreation, vacation

ease (n) 


1 with ease
 if you do something with ease, it is very easy for you to do it [= easily]:

They won with ease.

2 at ease (at ease with) - feeling relaxed, especially in a situation in which people might feel a little nervous: She
 felt
 completely
 at ease with Bernard.
put/set somebody at (their) ease (=make someone feel relaxed): She had an ability to put people at their ease.
3 ill at ease - not relaxed: You always look ill at ease in a suit.

4 the ability to feel relaxed or behave in a natural relaxed way: He had a natural ease which made him very popular.

5 a life of ease - a comfortable life, without problems or worries
recreation (n) - the act or process of engaging in a relaxing or agreeable pastime: His only recreations are drinking beer and watching football.
relaxation (n) a way of resting and enjoying yourself: I play the piano for relaxation. Meditation allows you to enter a state of deep relaxation.
amusement (n) - the feeling you have when you think something is funny with/in amusement: Her eyes sparkled with amusement. She looked at him in amusement.

entertainment (n) – 1) things such as films, television, performances etc that are intended to amuse or interest people: The town provides a wide choice of entertainment. 2) when you entertain someone at home, or for business: the entertainment of friends.
recess (n) – 1) a time during the day or year when no work is done, especially in parliament, law courts etc: Parliament's summer recess.2) American English:
 a short period of time between lessons at a school when children can go outdoors and play [= break British English] Her favorite things at school are music and recess.

vacation (n) - especially American English: a holiday, or time spent not working.

repose (n) formal or literary: a state of calm or comfortable rest. in repose

His face looked less hard in repose.
respite (n) a short time when something bad stops happening, so that the situation is temporarily better respite from: The trip was a welcome respite from the pressures of work. 

Antonyms: toil (n,v), work (n, v)
toil (n) - hard unpleasant work done over a long period: a life of toil
toil (v) - 1) also toil away: to work very hard for a long period of time

toil at: I've been toiling away at this essay all weekend.
work (n) – 1) a job or activity that you do regularly, especially in order to earn money [employment]: More people are in work (=have a job) than ten years ago. 2) 
part-time/full-time work
paid work – a  a job you are paid to do.
voluntary work - a job you are not paid for.

one’s line of work - the type of work someone does In my line of work, I meet lots of interesting people.
Some activities associated with leisure: amble, fish, garden, idle, lounge, muse, picnic, play, read, stroll, unwind

amble (v) - to walk in a slow and relaxed way: He was ambling along the beach.She ambled down the street, stopping occasionally to look in the shop windows.
idle (v) – 1) to spend time doing nothing: Sometimes he went for a walk; sometimes he just idled.

idle something away - to spend time in a relaxed way, doing nothing: They idled their time away in the pub.
lounge (v) – 1) [always + adverb/preposition] to stand, sit, or lie in a lazy or relaxed way: Nathan was lounging on the grass bank outside the cottage.

2) British English lounge around / lounge about - to spend time relaxing and doing nothing, often when you should be doing something [= laze around]: James does nothing but lounge around the apartment.
muse – 1)  to say something in a way that shows you are thinking about it carefully:

'Somewhere,' he mused, 'I've heard your name before.' 2)  to think about something for a long time: muse on/over/about/upon: He mused on how different his life would have been, had he not met Louisa.

picnic - to eat a meal outdoors especially during a trip away from home : to have a picnic: We picnicked in the park.
stroll
(v)  to walk somewhere in a slow relaxed way stroll down/over/along: We were strolling along, laughing and joking.
unwind
Some places associated with leisure:  arena, barbecue, beach, boat, carnival, circus, concert, fair, field, hammock, living room, movie, museum, park, picnic, pier, playground, restaurant, rocking chair, sofa, theater, yard

Some ways of describing leisure: calm, lazy, peaceful, quiet, serene
serene - very calm or peaceful: The child's face was serene and beautiful. a serene mountain lake.
