Theatre

by Chris Rose

In many parts of the world, and not only in the UK, “going to the theatre” is seen as an activity which only a very few people do.

“Theatre” is not often seen as being a pastime that many ordinary people do.  Ordinary people watch tv, or go to the cinema, or go out to eat with friends. The theatre is for rich, upper class intellectuals.

Like a lot of clichés, there is some truth in this. Theatre tickets are quite expensive.  They cost more than cinema tickets.  Theatres which show new plays are usually only in big cities.

However, even though this is true, there are a lot of theatre companies who are challenging this idea.  And the way they are challenging this idea is by working with schools.  In the UK, many theatre companies now have an “educational department”.  Companies such as Complicité, Northern Broadsides and Shared Experience go into schools and help students to understand and enjoy the plays they do.

One company that has made educational work their speciality is the David Glass Ensemble.  The work they do, however, is quite different. The David Glass Ensemble run an ongoing project called “The Lost Child”.  “The Lost Child” is not a play which they travel around the world to perform.  “The Lost Child” doesn’t even have a script.  What exactly is “The Lost Child” then?

“The Lost Child” is a series of activities which actors from the David Glass Ensemble do together with children who are in difficult situations.  They have worked with refugees and victims of child abuse all over the world, mostly in South East Asia, but also in Europe and South America.

Three or four actors from the company spend a period of time, usually three or four weeks, starting from games, drawing and singing to develop the children’s confidence and give them a sense of security.  Out of the childrens’ drawings, and from talking to them, the actors identify some of the children’s problems and ideas, and then they develop a play based on these ideas. Sometimes they have made short films.  Sometimes the plays are a series of sketches and songs.  Sometimes the plays tell one story.  

Children who have taken part in “The Lost Child” almost always end up with a better sense of security, and feel more confident about themselves.  They can show that they have intelligence and creativity, no matter what has happened or is happening in their lives.  They also have more interest in theatre and film.

In Shakespeare’s day going to the theatre was an activity which everyone did.  There were expensive seats for the rich people, and other people could buy a cheap ticket to stand up and watch the play. (This still happens at the rebuilt Globe theatre in London – a theatre which is exactly the same as it was in Shakespeare’s time.  The Globe, of course, also has its educational department).  Even though today’s world is very different, companies like the David Glass Ensemble are helping to create a situation in which the theatre is for everyone.
Task

Exercise 1. Pronounce the following words properly and make sure you know their meaning.
theatre, a pastime, intellectuals, clichés, quite, companies, speciality, refugees, South, singing, security, series, sketch, drawings, identify, intelligence, creativity,
Exercise 2. Match the following parts of sentences. Do you agree with the statements? 
	1) Theatre is often seen as an activity
	a. upper class intellectuals.

	2) “Theatre” is not often seen as being 
	a. to understand and enjoy the plays they do.

	3) The theatre is for rich, 
	a. which only a very few people do.

	4) Theatre tickets cost 
	a. a pastime that many ordinary people do.

	5) Theatre  companies should go into schools and help students 
	a. more than cinema tickets.


Exercise 3. Match the phrases and their Russian equivalents.
	even though this is true
	текущий проект

	are challenging this idea
	стали специализироваться на образовательной работе

	an educational department
	даже если это и так

	the plays they do
	жертвы жестокого обращения с детьми

	have made educational work their speciality
	даже не имеет сценария

	an ongoing project
	ставят эту идею под сомнение

	doesn’t even have a script
	развивать у детей уверенность в себе

	a series of activities
	разработать пьесу, основанную на этих идеях

	victims of child abuse
	отдел по образованию

	to develop the children’s confidence
	пьесы, которые они ставят

	develop a play based on these ideas
	ряд мероприятий


Exercise 4.
1. Going to the theatre is

a.  ...something which people from all classes always do.

b.  ...not as interesting as watching TV.

c.  ...often only for wealthy people.

d.  ...too difficult for ordinary people.
2. The theatre is
a. ...more expensive than the cinema.

b. ...accessible to everyone.

c. ...full of cliches.

d. ...only good in big cities. 
3. Complicite, Nothern Broadsides and shared Experience are
a. ...places to study acting.

b. ...thetre companies who do a lot of educational work.

c. ...theatres.

d. ...the name of plays.

4. “The Lost Child”
a. ...an international charity.
b. ...the name of a play by the David Glass Ensemble.

c. ...a project to help children do theatre.

d. ...a programme to help refugees.

5. Actors use games, drawing and singing to
a. ...get ideas for the play.

b. ...help children to draw and sing.

c. ...give the children some free activities.

d. ...help children feel more confident.

6. They use the children’s ideas to
a. ...develop a play or short film.

b. ...write their own play

c. ...show to the children’s parents.

d. ...develop their sense of security.

7. Choldren who have taken part in the “Lost Child”

a.  ...feel more self-confident.

b.  ...become actors.

c.  ...solve their country’s problems.

d.  ...never go to the theatre.

a. In Shakespear’s day

b.  ...the theatre was very expensive.

c.  ...all kinds of people went to the theatre.

d.  ...everybody had to stand up.

e.  ...all kinds of people took part in the play.

8. Companies like the David Glass Ensemble are
a.  ...making exciting new theatre.

b.  ...like Shakespear.

c.  ...helping to make theatre more accessible.

d.  ...educational organisations.

Exerciseb 5. What do you think of this article? Would you like to take part in a similar project? Why? Why not?
Exerciseb 6. Make a list of key words and use them to retell the article.
