16 The infinitive and the ‘-ing’ form
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Verb (+ noun/pronoun) + to-infinitive

‘He can’t afford to buy it’ [> LEG 16.19, App 46]

Some verbs are followed only by a to-infinitive, not by -ing or that ...:
e.g. can('t) afford, aim, apply, fail, hasten, hurry, manage, offer, prepare, refuse, seek:

He can’t afford to buy a car. (Not *He can't afford buying/He can't afford that ...*).

Rewrite these sentences to begin with the words in italics.

1 He'd like to buy a car. He can't affordit. ......He.cank affnd to fuy & Car...................
2 ldidn't pass my driving test. [ fail@d. ...........ccooo e
3 He'll pay for all of us. HE'S Offering. ...t et e
4 Can you move the desk on your own? Can you MANAGE ............covevueeeereivemeeisiieeeniireeesseaaensieennnes ?
5 He wants to join the army. He's just @pplied. ..............ccociiiiiiiiiiici e
B APOIOGIZE 10 NEI? 1 FEIUSE. ...oeceviiiiie ittt ettt ettt te s est et e eebe e e st e e sebeesseenebeans

‘l want (you) to speak to him’ [~ LEG 16.20, App 46.1]

We use a to-infinitive after these verbs:
ask, beg, choose, expect, hate, help [> 16.1C], like, love, need, prefer, want, wish:
I want to speak to the manager. (= | will speak to the manager)

Or we can use a noun or pronoun before the infinitive:
I want you to speak to the manager. (= You will speak ...) Not (*/ want that you ...”)

Complete these sentences so that they refer to other people.

| don’t want to speak to the manager. | want ... 4. £0. . ApURE. LO. AUt M.,
She doesn’t expect t0 pay. ShE EXPECES ...coouriiiirieece e e e
I don’t want to write to them. P'd K ....c.ccoviiiiii e
I don't want anyone to know about it. 'd hate .........ccociiieiiiiiii e
You won't listen to me. How many times do | have t0 @sk .......c.ccoccciviiiiriiiicii e ?
I can’t do the Job MYSelf. | NEEA .......eei i e e
We can’'t move it. Perhaps you can help ... [>16.1C]

~NO Ok~ WN =

‘He advised me to take out a loan’ [~ LEG 16.21]

These verbs always have an object before the to-infinitive:
advise, allow, entitle, forbid, invite, order, remind, (it) takes, teach, tell, warn:

My bank manager advised me to take out a loan. [compare > 15.5A]

Complete these sentences using an object + to-infinitive after the verbs.

Take out a loan. My bank manager advised ....... L. 0. LAkl U B TR e,
She didn’t peel the potatoes. You didn’t tell ...... ..o
We work hard. Our teacher taught ....... ..o et ee e
The soldiers fired. The officer ordered ...t e eeane e
You can apply for free travel. This certificate entitles ..........ccoeveiciiiici
The public should not approach this man. The police have warned ............ccccocveerieeicieeciessceecene
My wife and | play tennis. My boss iNVited ...

~NOoO OhAe W=



16.3 Verb (+ noun/pronoun) + fo-infinitive
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‘I know him to be an honest man’ [~ LEG 16.22]

We can use that or a to-infinitive after these verbs to refer to people or things:
believe, consider, discover, find, imagine, know, prove, suppose, think, understand.

Instead of: People know (that) he is an honest man.
We can say: People know him to be an honest man.

Rewrite these sentences using a fo-infinitive instead of that.

1 People know that he is an honest man. People fraw hurm, £0.4¢ amy. homadls amadi..............
2 limagine that he WOrks VEIy hard. ..ot
3 I believe that She IS GUIRY. «...eo it e s
4 | found that the job was 100 diffiCUlt. ..............ooiiriii e
5 We discovered the Claim Was falSe. ........c.coiiiiiiiieiii e e
6 | know that she has an interest in the COMPAaNY. ...

‘l agreed to accept their offer’ [~ LEG 16.23)

We can use that or a to-infinitive after these verbs:

agree, arrange, claim, choose, decide, expect, hope, pretend, promise, swear, threaten, wish.
Instead of: 1 agreed that | would accept their offer.

We can say: [Iagreed to accept their offer.

Rewrite these sentences using a to-infinitive after the verbs.

| agreed that | would accept the offer. ..J.ag/eed. £0.accept, NG QTF oo,
I hope that | Will SUCCEEA. .....ooo it a e e e e et e e e e eatea s e e e e sr e e aesee e enneas
I expect that | Will hear fTOM YOU ..ot s
He claimed that he had MEt ME. ......coiiiii et r e s rr e e stmeenabe e
larranged that | should be there. ...
She pretended that she didn't KNOW ME. .....oceviiiiiiieie et evre e e s

OO WN

Context
Put in the correct forms of the verbs.

HOW TO GET RID OF RATS

When | was a young man, working in Malaya, my boss gave me a difficult job to do. The roof of his
house had become infested with rats and he (want// get rid of} ' wantua me i gm0 them for him. | tried
everything: rat poison, cats, even a mongoose, but | (fail/move) 2...........ccccceveveennne them. Then a
friend of mine (advise/ 1 use)>.......c..cccccvvevvveennnn. a python. | (considered this/be) *...........ccccoovvvenerinn
my last chance and (agree/try) S.......cccvovvnieeens, it. My friend brought me a box in which he had
trapped a young python, about six feet long. We (manage/get) 6..........cccovvnnree. the box into the roof
and then released the python. The effect was amazing! The rats disappeared in no time! It (prove/be)
............................. a wonderful solution. But then we didn’t know (what/do) ®............................. with
the python. | couldn’t (bear/shool) ®..........c..ccocovunnne. this superb creature. It (take/six of us an hour/
get) O it into the box and then we returned it to the jungle.
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... didn't know what to do with the python



