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Grammar in situational contexts

“Grammar is the business of taking a
language to pieces, to see how it works.”
David Crystal, British philologist

INTRODUCTION
Read the text and answer the questions:
1) What definitions of grammar have you found? Which one defines grammar
best?
2) What aspects does Grammar include?
3) Why can’t we describe grammar as ‘a fixed system of rules of a language™?
4) What two kinds of meanings are realised by grammar?
5) Translate into Russian: ‘Grammar is used to fine-tune the meanings we wish to
express.” What function of grammar is described in this statement?

Grammar: Your Friend for Learning English
What is Grammar? Grammar is the mental system of rules and categories that
allows humans to form and interpret the words and sentences of their language, it
is the language user’s subconscious internal system. But, talking about the "rules"
of a language, we should keep in mind the fact that no commonly-spoken language
i1s fixed. All languages change over time. So, what we call "grammar" is a
reflection of a language at a particular time.

Linguists have attempted to codify or describe that system:
* Sounds of language (Phonology)
* Structure and form of words (Morphology)
* Arrangement of words into larger units (Syntax)
* Meanings of language (Semantics)
* Functions of language & its use in context (Pragmatics)

The kinds of meanings realised by grammar are principally:

* representational — that is, grammar enables us to use language to describe the
world in terms of how, when and where things happen e.g. The sun set at 7.30. The
children are playing in the garden.

* interpersonal — that is, grammar facilitates the way we interact with other people
when, for example, we need to get things done using language. e.g. There is a
difference between: Tickets! Tickets, please. Can you show me your tickets? May I
see your tickets? Would you mind if I had a look at your tickets.

Studying grammar in situational contexts is likely to be more memorable than a
simple explanation. According to this approach, the students infer meaning from
contexts as well as conjur up new situations (generative situations). In terms



of efficacy, this approach rates high as it helps the students to see how grammar is
used to fine-tune the meanings we wish to express.

UNIT 1
OVERVIEW OF TENSES

1. In pairs or small groups ask and answer the questions below, with a mix
of past, present and future. Take notes about the things you’ve learnt about
other students, then report some of the facts that were interesting to you to the
class.

1) What hobbies did you have when you were a child?

2) How has your hometown changed since you were a child?

3) What is your favourite food?

4) Is there anything you dislike about your job/ your studies?

5) Are you seeing a lot of your school friends these days?

6) How many mobile phones have you owned so far?

7) What are your plans after you graduate from the university? What are you
going to do in (if you have any)? What do you think you will/might do (if you
don’t have any)?

8) Are there any new hobbies you would like to take up (= start)?

9) Have you visited many foreign countries?

10)  What subjects did you like at school?

11) Do you have much time to do your hobbies?

12)  Where were you born?

13)  Where were your family living and working when you were born? Who did
your family consist of? Who hadn’t been born yet?

14)  Where are you living at the moment? Are you living in a hall of residence?

15) Do your parents live in a house or in a flat?

16) How do you think your town will change in the next 20 years?

17)  What kind of town did you grow up in?

18) Did you get on with your brothers and sisters when you were younger?

19)  Would you like to start studying any other languages?

20) Do you have a large family?

21) How long have you been studying English?

22)  When did you last meet up with your whole family?

23) How did you first become interested in your hobby?

24)  What job would you like to do?

25) Do you have any ambitions (= goals)?

26) How long have you been living in the place you live now?

27) How long have you known your best friend?

28) Is the transport system in your country better or worse than in the past?

29) Did you use to like different food when you were a child?

30) How often do you cook?



31)
32)
33)
34)
35)
36)
37)

2.

Are you going anywhere for your next holiday?

What kind of films (=movies) do you like?

How do you usually travel to school or work?

How do people celebrate birthdays in your country?

Are primary schools different from how they were when you were at school?
What kind of house would you like to live in?

When did you first go abroad?

From memory or grammar knowledge, fill in the correct tenses below.

Answer the questions in written form.

1) What hobbies (you have) when you were a child?

2)
3)

4)

How (hometown changed) since you were a child?
Are there any new hobbies you (like) to take up (=
start)?

(you visit) many foreign countries?

5) What subjects (you like) at school?

6)

7

(you have) much time to do your

hobbies?
(you live) in a hall of residence at the moment?

8) What (your plans) after you graduate from the

university?

9) Where (you) born?

10)
11)

12)

Where were your family living and working when you were born? Who did
your family consist of? Who hadn’t been born yet?

How do you think (your town change) in the next
20 years?

(you get on) with your brothers and sisters when you

were younger?

13) (you like) to start studying any other
languages?

14) How long (you study) English?

15) When (you last meet up) with your whole family?

16) (you see) a lot of your school friends these days?

17) How (you first become) interested in your
hobby?

18) What job (you like) to do?

19) How long (you live) in the place you live
now?

20) (you like) different food when you were
a child?

21) How often (you cook)?

22) Do your parents live in a house or in a flat?

23) (you go) anywhere for your next holiday?




24) How (you usually) travel to school or
work?
25) What (you do) in ten years’ time?

3. a) Look at the names and formulas of verb tenses in the table. Which
two tenses have auxiliary verbs that are not normally used in affirmative
sentences? Name these auxiliaries. b) Think of an example of an affirmative
sentence for each verb tense in the table. ¢) Make your sentences negative and
interrogative (use Yes/No, Wh- and other types of questions).

1) Present Simple: S+V(Vs, if S=he/she/it)

2) Present Continuous: S+am/are/is+V(ing)

3) Present Perfect: S+have/ has+V(3)

4) Present Perfect Continuous: S+have/has been+V(ing)
5) Past Simple: S+V(2)

6) Past Continuous: S+was/were+V(ing)

7) Past Perfect: S+had+V(3)

8) Past Perfect Continuous: S+had been + V(ing)

9) Future Simple: S+will + V

10) Future Continuous: S+will be+V(ing)

11) Future Perfect: S+will have+V(3)

12) Future Perfect Continuous: S+will have been+V(ing)

4. a) Discuss and complete the sentences with the names of English tenses.
b) Write your examples for each case (affirmative, negative and interrogative
sentences).

1) The 1s used to express habitual actions and routines.

2) The can be used in newspaper headlines.

3) The can be used to talk about scheduled future events.

4) The must be used instead of the present continuous with
verbs which cannot be used in the continuous form.

5) The is used in clauses of time and condition with

conjunctions of time before, after, as soon as, when etc) and condition (if,
unless, as long as etc.) when there is an idea of routine or future meaning.

6) The is used in telling jokes.

7) The tense is often used to illustrate step-by-step
instructions.

8) The 1s used to express an action happening at the moment
of speaking.

9) The 1s used to express an action happening about this time

(around now) but not necessarily at the moment of speaking.



10) The is used for a definite arrangement in the near future
to express one's immediate plans with the time reference that is stated or
clear from the context.

11) The present tense can be used to talk about the past in
narrative to recreate the event in an active (dynamic) manner and to sound
more interesting and dramatic.

12) The tense 1s sometimes used in narrative for
'background' past events in narrative in order to to create vividness when the
main events are expressed with the present simple tense.

13) The tense is used to express a frequently repeated action,
usually when the frequency annoys the speaker or seems unreasonable to
him.

14) The and the are often used in
commentaries, particularly on radio and television, to describe events taking
place at the moment. In such cases, the 1s used to describe

rapid actions completed at the moment of speaking and the
1s used to describe longer-lasting actions.

15) The tense is used for a past action completed in the past
at a definite time (when the time is given or asked about).
16) The tense 1s used for a past action when the action

clearly took place at a definite time even though this time is not mentioned
(the time is usually implied).

17) The tense 1s used for past habits or routines, or
scheduled past events.

18) The tense 1s used to talk about something that
happened once in the past.

19) The tense 1s used to talk about an action that began in
the past, lasted for a period of time and was completed in the past.

20) The tense is used to emphasise that a past situation (or
event) was temporary.

21) The tense is used to show change or growth over a
period in the past.

22) The tense is used to emphasize continuity of some past
event that lasted for a period of time.

23) The tense 1is used to talk about something that was

happening around a particular time in the past or to say that somebody was
in the middle of doing something at a certain time in the past.

24) The tense 1is used in stories to set the scene at the
beginning of the story or to describe ‘background’ to a more important or
dramatic past event.

25) The tense is often used to express a recently completed
action, often with references to recent time, like just, recently, already, still,
yet.

26) The tense is used for past actions when the time is not

mentioned or implied.



27) The tense is used when we see things as happening in the
past (it’s not known exactly ‘when’), but having a result in the present.

28) The tense is used to describe single actions which
happened at an unspecified time between the past and now.

29) The tense 1s used for actions which occur further back in
the past, but which are still possible (could be repeated in the present).

30) The tense is used to describe experiences or repeated
habitual actions which happened in an unspecified period between the past
and now.

31) The tense and is used to describe actions
beginning in the past and continuing up to the present moment.
32) The tense is used to refer to 'an earlier past', that is to

describe the first of two or more actions in order to to avoid ambiguity and
make it more clear which event happened first.

33) The tense 1s used when the narrator looks back at an
earlier action from a certain point in the past.

34) The tense 1s used for opinions and general predictions
about the future.

35) The tense 1s used for intentions and decisions about the
future and we make at the time of speaking.

36) The tense is used to express future without intention or

wish just to state the fact of a future activity which will occur in the normal
course of events.

37) The tense is used in offers, promises, and requests.

38) The tense is used in suggestions and in requests for
orders or instructions.

39) The tense is used to emphasize actions that will be in

progress at a point in time in the near or distant future, especially when we
imagine ourselves doing something.

40) The tense is used instead of Future Simple to 'soften’' the
effect of will to sound more polite (in questions.
41) The tense 1s used like the Present Continuous for a

definite arrangement in the near future to express one's immediate plans with
the time reference that is stated or clear from the context.

42) The tense is used when we want to emphasize that
something has been in progress throughout a period
43) The tense is used with since and for with verbs which

naturally suggest continuity (like learn, lie, live, rain, sit, sleep, stand, study,
wait, work).

44) The tense is used to emphasise the duration of an
activity that was in progress before another activity or time in the past.

45) The tense is used to express an activity that will be
completed before another time or event in the future.

46) The tense is used to express an activity in progress close
in time to another activity or time in the past.




47) The tense is used to emphasize the duration of an
activity that will be in progress before another activity or time in the future.

48) The tense is used to express an activity that will be
completed before another time or event in the future (like the future perfect).

S. Complete the table using the information from the previous exercise
and your own examples.
Use of Tenses

Tense Use

Present Simple: 1. to express habitual actions:
During the week | have swimming practice on Mondays, | do
taekwondo on Tuesdays and tennis on Thursdays.

2. .
Present 1.
Continuous: 2. ...

Present Perfect: |.....
Present Perfect .....
Continuous:
Past Simple: ...
Past ...
Continuous:
Past Perfect: ...
Past Perfect  |....
Continuous:
Future Simple: |.....
Future — |....
Continuous:
Future Perfect: |....
Future Perfect .....
Continuous:

6. Choose the verbs from the table to fit the context of the past narrative
and write them in the correct tense. Which tense did you use most often?

The alarm clock (to ring) as usual at 7am. “I know, I (to be used) to getting
up at this time,” Martin (to groan), “but Monday morning (to be) always a
struggle!” When he (to get) out of bed, he (to feel) a sharp pain in his leg. “I (to
overdo) it at the gym yesterday,” he (to think) to himself. The pain (to get) worse
when he (to go) downstairs to make his breakfast. While he (to make) the coffee,
he (to decide) he had better go to the doctor’s. “I can’t remember the last time I (to
g0),” (to think) Martin. “I (to be used) to being fit and full of energy.”

After breakfast Martin (to make) his way to the doctor’s surgery. When he
(to walk) into the waiting room, he (to be surprised) to see so many people. He (to
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discover) there (to be) a new doctor, called David Simmons, and (to have) the
feeling that he (to hear) this name before. He (to look) at the other people in the
room. A young woman (to blow) her nose. She probably (to have) a bad cold.
There was a child who (to complain) while his father (to talk) on his mobile phone.
Most of the other people in the room (to read) magazines. Martin (to pick up) a
magazine about holidays and (to start) to read.

One hour later Martin (to be called) into the doctor’s surgery. “Hello,” (to
say) the doctor with a friendly smile. He (to stand up) and (to shake) Martin’s
hand. “Your face (to look) very familiar.” As Martin (to shake) the doctor’s hand,
he suddenly (to realise) who he (to be). “I (to know) why your name (to ring) a
bell. It’s you, David. You (to remember) me? We used to go to primary school
together. I (to be) Martin Jarrot.” “Why yes, Martin!” (to exclaim) the doctor. “Of
course I (to remember) you. How wonderful it (to be) to see you after all these
years! Yes, we used to be great friends.” It (not take) long for Martin’s leg to heal.

After meeting again in such an unexpected fashion, Martin and David (to
renew) their friendship. They even (to go) to visit some other ex-classmates and (to
organise) a school reunion. It (not to be) such a bad thing for Martin to go to the
doctor’s after all!

UNIT 2
THE PASSIVE
Meta-Language: Common Terms

1. Look up the meaning of the unfamiliar words in the metalanguage
vocabulary. Give English definitions to all the terms on the list. Learn the
words.

passive voice
auxiliary verb
notional verb
agent

object

active voice
instrument
object
complement
tansitive
intransitive
passive voice
active voice
emphasis
focus
generalised



predicate
past participle

Passive Verb Forms

The passive voice is formed by means of the auxiliary verb fo be in the
required form and the past participle of the notional verb.

The present, past and future tenses in the passive are formed by means of the
present, past and future forms of the auxiliary verb to be and the past participle of

the notional verb.

The Future Continuous, the present perfect continuous, the past perfect
continuous and the future perfect continuous are not found in the passive voice.
The uses of tenses in the Active and in the Passive Voice are the same.

Name Construction Example
You'll be told soon
: You : enough.
farwreperteot | | wilnave peen 4 pp | E¥erthing will have been
p They PP done by Tuesday
am + pp English is spoken here.
I am being + pp Excuse the mess; the
_ You house is being painted.
present simple We are + pp
present The are being + pp
progressive Y :
He 1S + pp
She is being + pp
It
have been +pp Has Mary been told?
I was + pp I wasn't invited, but
was being + pp Iwent.
had been + pp I felt as if 1 was being
present perfect | You have been + pp watched.
simple past We were + pp I knew why I had been
past progressive | They were being + pp chosen.
past perfect had been + pp
He has been +pp
She was + pp
It was being + pp
had been + pp
Basic uses of the passive
1.  Agent and instrument
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The person who performs an action in a passive sentence is called the agent,
introduced by by. The agent may or may not be mentioned.
A new road has been built.

An object which causes something to happen is called an instrument, introduced by
with.
He was hit on the head with a hammer.

2. Verbs with two objects

Verbs which have two objects can be made passive in two ways.
With the direct object used as the subject:

A note was handed to me.

With the indirect object used as the subject:
I was handed a note.

Other common verbs of this type are:
bring, give, lend, pass, pay, promise, sell, send, show, tell

3. Verbs with object and complement

Some verbs have a noun or adjective which describes their object.
We elected Jim class representative.

Everyone considered him a failure.

When these are made passive, the complement goes directly after the verb.
Jim was elected class representative.
He was considered a failure.

4. Verbs which can't be passive

A transitive verb is a verb having or needing a direct object. Most verbs with a
direct object (transitive verbs) can be made passive:
e.g. drive is transitive because one can drive something (a car).

However, a few transitive verbs may not be used in the passive. These
include: become, fit (be the right size), get, have, lack, let, like, resemble, suit.

Verbs with no direct object (intransitive) can not be passive:

e.g. fall is intransitive, you cannot 'fall something'.

Therefore it is not possible to say ‘The tree was fallen’. Instead the sentence must
be active: The tree fell.

Exercises
1. Rewrite each sentence in the passive, omitting the words underlined.
a) Someone left the phone off the hook all night.
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b) The government has announced that petrol prices will rise tomorrow.
¢) A burglar broke into our house last week.

d) People asked me the way three times.

e) The fruit-pickers pick the apples early in the morning.

f) It's time the authorities did something about this problem.

g) Lots of people had parked their cars on the pavement.

h) The government agreed with the report and so they changed the law.
1) You have to fill in an application form.

J) They don't know what happened to the ship.

Keys: Advanced Language Practice, Unit 6, ex 3

2. Correct any verb forms which are impossible or inappropriate. Which
verbs can’t be passive?

a) A lot of homes in the area have been being broken into by burglars.

b) As I drove south, I could see that the old road was rebuilding.

c) I suppose the letter will have been delivered by now

d) There is nothing more annoying than been interrupted when you are

speaking

e) Jim was been given the sack from his new job.

f) Somehow without my noticing my wallet had been disappeared.

g) The new shopping centre was opened by the local MR

h) A lot of meetings have been held, but nothing has being decided yet.

Keys: Advanced Language Practice, Unit 6, ex 1

3. Put each verb in brackets into an appropriate passive verb form.
a) The boxes (not/pack) yet.

b) Your food (still/prepare).

¢) The new ship (launch) next week.

d) Luckily by the time we got there the painting (not/sell).

e) We had to go on holiday because our house (decorate).

f) I'm afraid that next week's meeting (cancel).

g) If we don't hurry, all the tickets (sell) by the time we get there.

h) All main courses (serve) with vegetables or salad. At least that is what is
written on the menu.

1) The second goal (score) by Hughes in the 41st minute,

J) The cathedral (build) in the fourteenth century.

Keys: Advanced Language Practice, Unit 6, ex 4

4. Both sentences in each pair have the same meaning. Complete the
second sentence.

a) The crowd was slowly filling the huge stadium.

The huge stadium was slowly being filled by the crowd.
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b)  The inventor of the computer simplified the work of the accountants.
Since the computer .................... the work of accountants ............ simplified.
c) Someone has suggested that the shop should close.

It ... that the shop should close.

d) The waitress will bring your drinks in a moment.

Your drinks ............. in a moment.

f) Someone used a knife to open the window.

This window ............... a knife.

g) You will hear from us when we have finished dealing with your complaint.
After your complaint ..................... , you will hear from us.

h) An announcement of their engagement appeared in the local paper.

Their engagement ...................... in the local paper.

1) Nobody ever heard anything of David again.

Nothing ......cccccevveennnnnee. David again.

1) They paid Sheila £1,000 as a special bonus.

£1,000 ................. Sheila as a special bonus.

Keys: Advanced Language Practice, Unit 6, ex 2

5. Put each verb in brackets into an appropriate passive verb form.

a) Nothing (see) of Pauline since her car (find) abandoned near Newbury last
week.

b) As our new furniture (deliver) on Monday morning I'll have to stay at home to
check that it (not/damage) during transit.

c) The new Alhambra hatchback, which in this country (sell) under the name
'Challenger’, (fit) with electric windows as standard.

d) For the past few days I (work) in Jack's office, as my own office (redecorate).

e) It (announce) that the proposed new office block (now/not/build) because of the
current economic situation.

f) A major new deposit of oil (discover) in the North Sea. It (think) to be nearly
twice the size of the largest existing field.

g) Pictures of the surface of the planet Venus (receive) yesterday from the space
probe 'Explorer’ which (launch) last year.

h) A large sum (raise) for the Fund by a recent charity concert but the target of
J250,000 (still/ not/reach).

1) No decision (make) about any future appointment until all suitable candidates
(interview).

Keys: Advanced Language Practice, Unit 6, ex 6
6. Complete the text using the phrases from the box.
was obliged to, are believed to have been, is known to have experienced, is not

known, are thought to be, was packed, is thought to have been, was seen, were
made to, was brought
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A plane carrying 15 members of the government to a conference in Brussels is
......................... (1) a small-scale fire earlier this morning. The plane (2) about 20
minutes into its journey when the fire occurred in the luggage area. It (3) how the
plane caught fire, but initial eyewitness accounts confirm that a trail of smoke (4)
coming from the under-carriage. The fire (5) rapidly under control, but the pilot (6)
make an emergency landing. Five people (7) treated for shock. The plane (8) with
business people flying to Belgium. All 209 passengers (9) stay behind for
questioning after landing at a military airport in northern France. Police (10)
treating the incident as suspicious.

Passive Voice Denoting an Action or a State

The combination fo be + the past participle can denote an action, in which case it
is a simple predicate expressed by a verb in the passive voice. It can also denote a
state, then it is a nominal predicate.
As the director was ill, the documents were signed by his assistant. (Were signed
denotes an action.)
When I came, the papers were signed and lay on the secretary’s table. (Were
signed denotes a state.)

It is sometimes difficult to distinguishe between the verb to be + the past
participle as a nominal predicate.

We have the passive voice (simple predicate) in the following cases:

(a) when the doer of the action is indicated (as a rule).
They were thus introduced by Holly. (Galsworthy)

(b) when there is an adverbial modifier of place, frequency and, as a rule, of time.
The Guardian is published in London.

Good books are quickly sold.

The documents were signed a few minutes ago.

(c) when the verb is used in the continuous or in the perfect form.

Some efforts were even then being made to cut this portion of the wreck
away. (Dickens)

Ever since that, the cannon business has always been left to an adopted
foundling named Andrew Undershaft. (Shaw)

We have a compound nominal predicate when the past participle denotes a state of
mind: He was frightened by the remark.

When these criteria cannot be applied the context itself helps to decide whether the
predicate is a simple or a compound nominal one.

Exercises
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1. Translate the following sentences into Russian. Find sentences where
the combination to be + Participle II describes a state, not an action.

1. Mr. Dorrit's rooms were reached. Candles were lighted. The attendants
withdrew. (Dickens) 2. The door was instantly opened. (Ch. Bronte) 3. I have been
treated and respected as a gentleman universally,

(Dickens) 4. About noon, I was summoned to dress madame. (Ch. Bronte) 5. My
boxes are locked, strapped and labelled; I hate being hurried. (Collins) 6. This
brisk little affair was all settled before breakfast. (Ch. Bronte) 7. He was like a man
who had been separated from one he loved for many years... (Greene) 8. I stopped
at a barber shop and was shaved and went home to the hospital. (Hemingway) 9.
We shall have time to-morrow, when my packing is finished. (Voynich) 10. My
wife and daughters were charmed with her. (Collins) 11. The purchase was
completed within a month. (Dickens) 12. You are received (Hardy) 13. The door
was opened by a girl. (Priestley) 14. I'll be dressed in a minute. (Hemingway) 15.
The small room was lit only by a dying fire and one candle with a shade over it.
(Eliot) 16. 17. The chambermaid's curiosity was aroused once. (Priestley) 18. Was
your novel ever published? (Wilde) 19. He has not been well educated up to now.
(Clark) 20. Huckleberry was filled with admiration of Tom's facility in writing and
the sublimity of his language. (Twain) 21. The beds, which for years had been
neglected, now were trim with the abominations of carpet bedding. (Maugham) 22.
A whisper goes about the house that Mr. Dombey's hair is curled (Dickens) 23. He
was in the house when the diamond was lost. (Collins) 24. When at last the notes
were finished, I typed them out... (Hilton) 25. Pen was fascinated and troubled by
this suggestion. (Murdoch.) 26. The big brightly lit stone-flagged kitchen was
silent... The shutters were closed and barred. (Murdoch) 27. 28. ... perhaps you
know that Mirah's brother is found. (Eliot) 29. Another half-hour and all doors
would be locked — all Lights extinguished (Ch. Bronte) 30. 31. The scoop, under
the ranger's fence, cannily selected for his sleeping-place, was overhung by
branches. (Galsworthy) 32. My things are all packed. (Hemingway) 33. Two doors
opened out of it [the passage] to the left and to the right. One of these had
obviously been closed for many weeks. (Conan .Doyle) 34. At that moment hasty
steps were heard in the entry. (Hardy)

2. Write 5 sentences of your own in which the passive denotes an action
and 5 sentences in which it denotes a state.

Using and not Mentioning the Agent
The Passive Voice can be used:

(a) without the doer of the action being mentioned (the usual case).

Examples:

In silence the soup was finished — excellent, if a little thick; and fish was brought.
In silence it was handed. (Galsworthy)

Tom Tusher was sent off early, however, to a school in London. (Thackeray)
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(b) with the doer of the action being mentioned. This occurs only when the doer of
the action is to some extent emphasized. The noun or pronoun denoting the doer of
the action is introduced by the preposition by.

Examples:

He was wrenched from his blank wretchedness by the sound of the door

opening from his mother’s room. (Galsworthy)

They were thus introduced by Holly. (Galsworthy)

This room was dimly lighted from the ceiling by a single electric lamp.(Bennett)

Let’s look at different situations in which the agent is used or not used for some
particular reason.

1. Changing the focus of the sentence
The passive is generally used to change the focus of the sentence.

The passive voice is a way of talking about something without thinking too hard
about how it happened.

What you need to know about the passive voice is how it can affect the details you
notice. Here is a short story in the passive voice:
The vase was broken by the cow.

When you read that sentence, what do you see in your mind? The first thing you
imagine is a broken vase, right? It’s only after you picture the vase that you see the
cow. She’s an afterthought. The fact that she’s the one who broke the vase is not
very important.

Here’s the same story about the cow and the vase, but this time it’s in the active
voice:
The cow broke the vase.

See the difference? Now you picture the cow breaking the vase. You can’t separate
the cow and the broken vase (the cause and the effect) the way you could in the
passive version. In fact, in the passive one, you could get away with not
mentioning the cow at all — the vase was broken, period — and then you’d never
know who did it.

There are other ways to use the passive voice, but this one is the most insidious. It
lets the person speaking separate what happened from how it happened, and
sometimes leave out the “how” altogether. That’s what people are doing when they
say “mistakes were made” — they want you to think no one is responsible.

The passive voice can change the emphasis of a sentence from the subject to an
object.
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Jack won the prize, (focus on Jack)

The prize was won by Jack. (focus on the prize)

My wallet was found by one of the cleaners.(focus on the wallet)
One of the cleaners found my wallet. (focus on the cleaner)

2. Special emphasis on the agent

In some cases we want to emphasize the person or thing acted on. For example, it
may be your main topic:

Insulin was first discovered in 1921 by researchers at the University of Toronto. It
is still the only treatment available for diabetes.

3. The agent is unknown
We use some verbs more often in the passive than in the active because the agent
1s unknown:

My wallet has been taken.
In this case, there is no point in adding an agent ‘by somebody’.

The cave paintings of Lascaux were made in the Upper Old Stone Age. [We don't
know who made them.]

4. The agent is irrelevant or unimportant
If the agent is not important to the meaning of the sentence it is not
mentioned, passive voice is normally preferred.

An experimental solar power plant will be built in the Australian desert. [We are
not interested in who is building it.]

I was advised to obtain a visa in advance. [It doesn’t matter who advised me to do
SO.]

S. Generalised agent

If we are talking about a general truth, or if the subject is 'people in general' or
'you', the agent is not mentioned:

Bicycles are widely used in the city instead of public transport.

Rules are made to be broken. [By whomever, whenever.]

6. Obvious agent

If the agent is obvious or has already been referred to, it is not mentioned.
Linda has been arrested! (we assume by the police)
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AN ERROR HAS BEEN MADE.

The company agreed to our request and a new I'M SAYING THLS IN THE
PASSIVE VOICE TO AVOID
car park was opened.

TAKING ANY PERSONAL
RESPONSIBILITY.

7. Impersonality

Using the passive is a way of avoiding the
naming of a specific person who is responsible
for an action, that is why it is common in
bureaucratic writing to make an action
impersonal.

It has been decided to reduce all salaries by
10%.

Mistakes were made. [You want to be vague
about who is responsible.]

Exercises
1. Write 3 situations (about 100 words each) to illustrate some of the uses
of the passive mentioned in the explanations above. You may use the example
sentences or your own ones.

Model: Yesterday I decided to go to the swimming pool which is part of the
university amenities. I handed my coat to the cloakroom attendant, got the
cloakroom tag and rushed to the changing room as the session had already started.
When I got to the supermarket later that day, I couldn’t find my purse. I thought I
had lost it, but when I came to the swimming pool on the next day, the cloakroom
attendant asked me if I had lost a purse. When I said yes, she took out my purse
and handed it over to me. My purse had been found by one of the cleaners.

3. Underline any uses of the agent which are unnecessary.

a) My jewellery has been stolen by a thief!

b) It has been decided by the authorities that Wednesday will be a school
holiday.

c) Harry was pushed over by someone standing next to him in the queue.
d) The goods are transported by rail to our warehouse in the Midlands.
e) I was told by someone that you have a vacancy for a computer operator.
f) Sue has been picked by the selectors for the national event.

g) The letter was sent by post on the 21st of last month.

h) The larger portrait was painted by a little-known Flemish artist.

1) It has been agreed by everyone that no smoking should be allowed,

J) As I arrived at the conference a note was handed to me by one of the
delegates.

Keys: Advanced Language Practice, Unit 6, ex 5
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2. Put each verb in brackets into a suitable active or passive verb form.
Dear Mrs Patel,

We are delighted to inform you that you (1) (select) for a free holiday. According
to our information, you (2) (answer) a telephone survey last month, as a result of
which your name (3) (enter) in the holiday draw. Now our computer (4) (choose)
your name, so you and your family (5) (invite) to spend a week in a European
destination of your choice. This offer (6) (make) on the condition that you attend a
special promotions day with other lucky families in your region who (7) (offer) a
similar deal. You (8) (ask) to attend on any Saturday next month at the Royal
Hotel, Manchester. If you (9) (interest) in attending and taking up this offer, please
(10) (detach) the slip below and return it to us as soon as possible.

Keys: Advanced Language Practice, Unit 6, ex 8

Have/get Something Done, Need Doing, Structures with Reporting
Verbs

Have/get something done

Present Simple He has the house painted.
Does he have the house painted?
He doesn’t have his house painted.

Present Continuous He is having the house painted.
Is he having the house painted?
He isn’t having his house painted.

Past Simple He had the house painted.
Did he have the house painted?
He didn’t have his house painted.

Past Continuous He was having the house painted.
Was he having the house painted?
He wasn’t having the house painted.

Future Simple He will have the house painted.
Will he have the house painted?
He won’t have the house painted.

Future Continuous He will be having the house painted.
Will he be having the house painted?
He won’t be having having the house painted.

Present Perfect He has had the house painted.
Has he had the house painted?
He hasn’t had the house painted.

Past Perfect He had had the house painted.
Had he had the house painted?
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He hadn’t had the house painted.

Present Perfect Continuous He has been having the house painted.
Has he been having the house painted?
He hasn’t been having the house painted.

Past Perfect Continuous He had been having the house painted.
Had he been having the house painted.

The passive pattern get/have +object+Past Participle is used to say that we have
arranged somebody to do something for us. This passive pattern typically describes
a service performed for us by someone else:

I have my hair cut every month.

I'm having/getting my house decorated at the moment.

You ought to get/have your blood pressure checked.

I've just had/got my car serviced. I have/get it done every winter.

NOTE! “Get something done” is possible instead of “have something done”
mainly in informal spoken English.

This pattern can also describe something unfortunate that happens to someone. Get
i1s much less common than have in these situations:

I had my wallet stolen in the crowd.

He had his car broken into last night.

We had/got our car broken into last month.

Get 1s more likely to be used than have when:

1) there is a feeling that something must be done: I really must get (have) my hair
cut.

i1) there is a feeling of eventually managing to do something: I eventually got (had)
the car fixed at the Fast Service garage.

111) in orders and imperatives: Get your hair cut!

Note that get should not be used in the present perfect passive, where it
would be confused with have got.

* The need to have a service done can be described with need doing: Your hair
needs cutting.

Get can be used instead of be to form the passive in spoken language: Martin got
arrested at a football match.

* Present reference

With verbs such as believe, know, say, think, which report people's opinions, a
passive construction is often used to avoid a weak subject, and to give a
generalised opinion.
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With present reference, the passive is followed by the present infinitive.
The criminal is thought to be in hiding in the London area. Vitamin C is known to
be good for treating colds.

* Past reference
With past reference, the passive is followed by the past infinitive: Smith is believed
to have left England last week.

* Past reporting verb

If the reporting verb is in the past, the past infinitive (to have + pp) tends to
follow, though not always if the verb be is used: People thought Sue had paid too
much. Sue was thought to have paid too much. The police thought that the thief
was still in the house. The thief was thought to still be in the house.

* Past reference with two objects

In this case there are two ways of making a passive sentence: Everyone knows the
portrait was painted by an Italian. The portrait is known to have been painted by
an Italian.

* Continuous infinitive
Past and present continuous infinitives are also used: Mary is thought to be living
in Scotland. The driver is thought to have been doing a U-turn.

* Ending a sentence with a preposition

It is possible to end a sentence with a preposition in a sentence where a
prepositional verb is made passive: Somebody broke into our house.
Our house was broken into.

* By and with

With is used after participles such as filled, packed, crowded, crammed:

The train was packed with commuters. The difference between by and with may
involve the presence of a person: Dave was hit by a branch (an accident), Dave
was hit with a branch (a person hit him with one).

* Make is followed by to when used in the passive: My boss made me work hard. 1
was made to work hard by my boss.

* Cover and verbs which involve similar ideas, such as surround, decorate, can use
with or by. Cover can also be followed by in: The furniture was covered in dust.
The living room had been decorated with flowery wallpaper.

* Formality

The passive is probably more common in written English, where there tends to be
less use of personal reference in some contexts, since the audience may be
unknown.

21



It is important to understand two different but related uses of ger in forming the
passive voice.

get + adjectives: get = become

She got tired.

get + past participles: a form of the passive
He got married.
It is very common to use get in place of be to form the passive voice.

Exercises
1. Complete the second sentence in these exchanges using the verb in
brackets and any other words given. Use the causative form with have/get
smth. done.

Example:

A: “Your hair looks nice”.

B: “Thanks, I've just ...”. (cut)
B: “Thanks, I've just had it cut”.

1. A: “I'm finding it difficult to read small print nowadays”.

A: “Why aren’t you wearing your watch?”
: “T ... at the moment”. (repair) 8. A: “Oops! Sorry, I’ve spilt some wine on your
trousers”. B: “Don’t worry. I was going to ... anyway”. (clean)
8.  A: “That tree is blocking the view from my front window”.
B: “Well, you don’t expect me ... , do you?” (cut down)
0. A: “T’ve got a terrible toothache”.
B: “Well, why don’t you go and ... ?” (that cavity; fill)

B: “Why don’t you go and ... ?” (eyes; test)

2. A:“What a lovely dress — where did you buy it?”

B: “I didn’t. I ... by the dressmaker down the road”. (make)

3. A: “My car’s been making some funny noises just lately”.
B: “You should ... ”. (service)

4. A: “Your hair looks different! What have you done to it?”
B: “T ..., that’s all”. (just; cut)

5. A: “This house is freezing”.

B: “Yes, we need ... . (central heating; install) 53

6. A: “The living room looks lovely”.

B: “I’'m glad you like it. We’ve ... ”. (just; redecorate)

7.

B

2. Underline the correct form A, B, C or D to fill the spaces in 1-5.
1. Bill ... before having his photo taken.

a) cut his hair

b) got cut his hair

¢) got his hair cut
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d) got hair cut

2. ... my PA phone for a taxi?
a) Shall I had

b) Shall I have

c) Has she

d) Had I

3. ... broken into while we were away on holiday.
a) We had our house

b) Thieves had our house

¢) It was our house

d) They have

4. Surprisingly, he ... as chairperson.
a) got himself elected

b) get himself elected

c) getting elected

d) has get himself

5. They ... last week.
a) get married

b) have married

c) get to marry

d) got married

3. Put the following sentences into the passive voice using the causative
form of have (have smth. done).

1. The maid cleans his room every day. 2. The chef cooked us a very special
dinner. 3. The photographer has taken a photo of me. 4. They are building our
house. 5. The dress-maker will make a beautiful dress for Judy. 6. The technician
has been installing our new telephone line. 7. ['he agent published [Iary’s book
last year. 8. The photographer developed my photos. 9. My dentist took one of my
wise teeth out. 10. [le has fixed her television set. 11. She is brushing [eter’s hair.
12. [hey are decorating my brother’s room tomorrow.

4.

5. Complete each space in this text with a suitable word. The first (0) is
given as an example.

to be, take, burgle, have (3), do, it, get/have (2), get(2), mend, spill

It’s been one of those days and it isn’t over yet. First of all, I had to take the car to
the garage to have the brakes repaired (0). The car was in a bad enough state, but
we ... (1) had it damaged even more by some idiot as we were waiting at the traffic
lights the other day. He bumped into the back of the car and we told him he would
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have to pay to ... (2) the car ... (3) and he said he would ... (4) it paid for by his
insurance company. I certainly hope he does. The mechanic told me I could’ve ...
(5) myself killed driving the car and that we should’ve ... (6) the brakes checked
months ago. I left the car at the garage, then went straight to the hairdresser to have
my hair ... (7). I wanted to have ... (8) cut really short, so it took ages. After that, I
had to take Bill’s suit to the dry-cleaner’s to ... (9) it cleaned after he had had wine
... (10) over it at the party last night. Next, I had to go to the supermarket. When I
had finished, my bags were so heavy I had to ... (11) them delivered to my house —
and that cost more money. And the day isn’t half over yet. I’ve still got to have my
photograph ... (12) for a new passport — my old one ... (13) stolen when we had
our house ... (14) a few months back. What a life! Things can’t get worse, can
they?

6. Decide whether the sentences in each pair have the same meaning.
a) I've just been to the hairdresser's. What do you think?
I've just cut my hair at the hairdresser's. What do you think?

b) Someone is painting our house at the moment.
We are painting our house at the moment.

c) The dentist is going to take out two of my teeth tomorrow.
I'm having two teeth taken out tomorrow.

d) The teacher made us all tidy up.
We were made to tidy up by the teacher.

e) The car is thought to have been stolen by joy-riders.
Joy-riders are thought to have stolen the car.

f) Just a minute. I'll ask someone to wrap this for you.
Just a minute. I'll have to wrap this up for you.

g) The car hasn't been serviced for a long time.
We haven't had the car serviced for a long time.

h) They're coming to put in a new water-heater next week.
We're putting in a new water-heater next week.

1) Would you consider having plastic surgery to alter your nose?
Would you consider having your nose altered by plastic surgery?

J) A qualified electrician checked the wiring.
We had checked the wiring with a qualified electrician.

Keys: Advanced Language Practice, Unit 7, ex 1
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7. Complete the second sentence so that it has a similar meaning to the
first sentence, using the word given. Do not change the word given.

a) They think the treasure dates from the thirteenth century.
date
The treasure is ...... from the thirteenth century.

b) Your hair needs cutting.
get
You ........ cut.

c) Jill's parents are making her study hard.
made
Il ... her parents.

d) Apparently the ship did not sustain any damage.
appears
The ship ........ any damage.

e) It is thought that the two injured men were repairing overhead cables.
have
The two injured men ........... overhead cables.

f) There is a rumour that the escaped prisoner is living in Spain.
be
The escaped prisoner ............ living in Spain.

g) We have agreed to meet again in a fortnight.
will

It has ............ meet again in a fortnight.

h) We decided to try again later.

would

It was .......... try again later.

1) There is confirmation of Mr Jackson's intended resignation.
that

Itis............ to resign.

J) Most of the committee thought it was not a viable solution.
not
It was thought ................... by most of the committee.

Keys: Advanced Language Practice, Unit 7, ex 3
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8. In the list above find passive verb forms which can be used with get.
Make up sentences with them.

Example:

to be serviced — to get serviced — to need servicing;

I’'m going to get my car serviced.

My car needs servicing.

9. Work in pairs. Imagine that you’re a family and you are decorating a
room. One of you wants to do all the jobs himself, the other one believes you
need professional help. Use both active and passive constructions according
to the model. Use a dictionary if necessary.

Example 1:

A: The windows are filthy. They need cleaning.

B: I can clean them myself.

A: I think we should have them cleaned and you could fix the door, it’s creaking.

Example 2:

A:The door is creaking. It needs fixing.

B: I can fix it myself.

A: I think we should have it cleaned and you could paint the ceiling, it’s peeling.

a) to fix the door (creaking)

b) to install air-conditioning (stuffy)
c) to clean the windows (filthy)

d) to paint / to do the ceiling (peeling)
e) to install / to put in central-heating
f) to rewire the house

g) to redecorate the house / flat

h) to repair the roof (leaking)

1) to repair the pipes (dripping)

10. Imagine you are moving into a small unfurnished flat. The notes below
describe what is wrong with the accomodation. Read the notes and Discuss
with your partner what needs doing before it can be used, and why. Use the
constructions 'it needs doing', 'to have smth done'. Complete the table.

walls ceiling floor windows | lighting | doors
Main room
Bedroom
Kitchen
Bathroom
NOTES ABOUT THE FLAT
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Torn flowery wallpaper in the main room, the paint on the ceiling is
peeling.

Most rooms very small, not enough light in them (small windows), but
some rooms have a large fireplace.

Next to railway, but noise not really noticeable.

Some floovboards are missing or rotten, windows are broken, and some
ceilings have fallen down.

Water comes in through the roof.

Large garden but very overgrown, and full of old junk.

Faulty electric wiring, dripping pipes.

Only one toilet. Inside doors tend to stick.

Difficult to open some of them.

Some stairs are dangerous.

There are no carpets, of course!

Most walls have wallpaper but it’s all filthy, and there are too many
dark colours.

The whole place is in generally dirty condition.

11. Rewrite each sentence so that it ends with the word underlined.
a) Another company has taken over our company.

b) We are dealing with your complaint.

¢) We have not accounted for all the missing passengers.

d) Someone had tampered with the lock of the front door.

e) We don't know how they disposed of the body.

f) I must insist that you keep to the rules.

g) We are looking into this allegation.

h) We will frown upon any attempts to cheat in the exam.

1) The youngest student complained that people were picking on him.
J) Ann was well provided for in her husband's will.

Keys: Advanced Language Practice, Unit 7, ex 4

12. Complete each sentence with a suitable preposition.
a) The tree had been decorated coloured balls.

b) The answers have been included the book.

c) After the rugby match, Jim's shorts were covered mud.

d) The victim was struck from behind a heavy object.

e) The house was built money that David borrowed from the
bank.

f) The cat narrowly escaped being run over a car.

g) When the accident happened, Sue was struck flying glass.
h) The turkey was stuffed chestnuts, and was very tasty.

1) No one knew that Peter had been involved the investigation.
1) When I left the casino, my pockets were crammed money.
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Keys: Advanced Language Practice, Unit 7, ex 5

The Use of the Passive Voice in Fiction and Non-Fiction
The scientific genre traditionally relies on passive voice. It is common in
descriptions of processes, and in scientific and technical language in general (the
agent is not mentioned). In descriptions of processes, there is emphasis on the
actions performed rather than on the people who perform them:
Then the packets are packed into boxes of twenty-four.

However, over the past several years, there has been a movement within many
science disciplines away from passive voice. Scientists often now prefer active
voice in most parts of their published reports, even occasionally using the subject
"we" in the Materials and Methods section.

The acive voice is commonly used. The passive voice is useful to give variety to
writing or when the writer wants to emphasise that somebody or something had
something done to them, e. g. Mum was frightened by a spider.

Passive voice is often preferred in lab reports and scientific research papers, most
notably in the Materials and Methods section:

The sodium hydroxide was dissolved in water. This solution was then titrated with
hydrochloric acid.

In these sentences you can count on your reader to know that you are the one who
did the dissolving and the titrating. The passive voice places the emphasis on your
experiment rather than on you.

However, passive sentences can get you into trouble in academic writing because
they can be vague about who is responsible for the action:

Both Othello and lago desire Desdemona. Sheis courted. [Who courts
Desdemona? Othello? Iago? Both of them?]

Academic writing often focuses on differences between the ideas of different
researchers, or between your own ideas and those of the researchers you are
discussing. Too many passive sentences can create confusion:

Research has been done to discredit this theory. [Who did the research? You?
Your professor? Another author?]

Some students use passive sentences to hide holes in their research:
The telephone was invented in the nineteenth century. [I couldn't find out who
invented the telephone!]

Finally, passive sentences often sound wordy and indirect. They can make the
reader work unnecessarily hard. And since they are usually longer than active
sentences, passive sentences take up precious room in your paper:
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Since the car was being driven by Michael at the time of the accident, the damages
should be paid for by him.

In fiction passive voice tends to be avoided.
Sometimes a writer can use the passive voice if he wants to speed up the story:

Half an hour later, the tents were stowed and the fire dowsed.

A lot of mundane actions are now contained in that one sentence. It would have
taken many more words to write that in active voice and nothing really would have
been gained for the reader.

Exercises
1. Rewrite each sentence in a more formal style so that it contains a
passive form of the word given in capitals.
a) Sorry, but we've lost your letter. MISLAY
b) The police are grilling Harry down at the station. QUESTION
c¢) They've found the remains of an old Roman villa nearby. DISCOVER
d) You'll get a rise in salary after six months. RAISE
e) They stopped playing the match after half an hour. ABANDON
f) They stopped traffic from using the centre. BAN
g) They took Chris to court for dangerous driving. PROSECUTE
h) You usually eat this kind of fish with a white sauce. SERVE
1) I don't know your name. INTRODUCE

Keys: Advanced Language Practice, Unit 6, ex 7

2. Read a passage of Chapter S of Jane Eyre and underline all the verbs
in the passive. What does the use of the passive suggest? Discuss the
impression of the ‘lack of agency’ on the part of Jane and her classmates at
Lowood School.

A distant bell tinkled: immediately three ladies entered the room, each
walked to a table and took her seat. Miss Miller assumed the fourth vacant chair,
which was that nearest the door, and around which the smallest of the children
were assembled: to this inferior class I was called, and placed at the bottom of it.

Business now began, the day's Collect was repeated, then certain texts
of Scripture were said, and to these succeeded a protracted reading of chapters in
the Bible, which lasted an hour. By the time that exercise was terminated, day had
fully dawned. The indefatigable bell now sounded for the fourth time: the classes
were marshalled and marched into another room to breakfast: how glad 1 was to
behold a prospect of getting something to eat! I was now nearly sick from
inanition, having taken so little the day before.

4. Rewrite the text using the passive where possible. Make sure the words
underlined do not appear.
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Nobody knows exactly when someone invented gunpowder. People know for a
fact that the Chinese made rockets and fireworks long before people used
gunpowder in Europe, which occurred at about the beginning of the thirteenth
century. We generally believe that gunpowder brought to an end the 'Age of
Chivalry', since anyone with a firearm could bring down a mounted knight. In fact,
people did not develop efficient firearms until the sixteenth century. They used
gunpowder mainly in siege cannon when people first introduced it. Later

they used it in engineering work and in mining, but they found that it was
extremely dangerous. Modern explosives have now replaced gunpowder, but we
still use it for making fireworks, just as the Chinese did.

S. Translate into English, using the passive voice.

I 1. Ux pa3Bnekarot (entertain). 2. Eif mpoauKTOBaJIM HECKOJBKO nuceM. 3. Komy
nanyT 3Ty padory? 4. Kakue mepsl OyayTt npunsatei? 5. Torga kak pa3 cTpousiach
mikona. 6. Hy, uro-uulyas yxe pemero? 7. Tam 3a HUM OyJieT XOpOIIMi yXxo. 8.
YUrto roBopunn Ha 3Ty Temy? 9. MX y4ar aHrIuMHCKOMY $3bIKYy OKOJO Toja.
10. Korga sto Hano caenats? 11. [Touemy 310 Henw3s cuenars cerogua? 12. Koraa
BaM coobmmm 310 u3Bectre? 13. Ilouemy Huuero eme He caemano? 14. Yei
dbopTenuaHHbIi KOHIEPT ceiuac UCIOHSIeTC s ?

IT 1. Bo BpeMst sKCKypcHUH IO TOPOAY HaM MOKa3aliv 3aBOJ, I'/I€ IPOU3BOIAT CTAJIb.
2. Co MHOI Tak HHMKOrjJa euie He pasroBapuBaid. 3. KHUIH, KOTOpbIE XOpOLIO
YUTAIOTCS, PEAKO Haiaempb Ha monkax Oubnmoreku. 4. OOBSICHWUIM JIM Bam,
MOYeEMY TOT/Ia HE pa3pelllyii MPUHATH ydyacThe B copeBHOBaHMsX? 5. Korma mbi
npuexanu B Kues, 370 3manne ObUIO TOJBKO YTO BOCCTAaHOBJIEHO. 6. B mpomnuiom
MeCSIIIE, HAaKO HEIll, BbIILJIA KHUTA, KOTOPYID C TaKUM HETEPIEHUEM OXHUIAIH.
Ceiiuac ee mmpoko obcyxmaroT B mpecce. 7. He roBopu Takux Bemiel, a TO HaJ
TOOOM OynyT cMesTbes. 8. MHe ele Hu4ero oo 3ToM He roBopuin. 9. Bam npoekt
yxke npuHAt? — Het, oH Bce eme paccmarpuBaercs. — CKOJIBKO K€ BPEMEHU €ro
yxke paccMmarpuBaoT? 10. Bac yBemomar mo Tenerpady, Kak TOJBKO YEPTEKU
Oynyt nocnansl. 11. Buepa eMy npennoxxuiu HOBYIO paboTy, a OHAa eMy HE HY>KHa.
12. On Brmrounn paguo. Ucnonusnu Haitmana, ¢poprenuanubiii koHiept. 13. S He
3HaJI, KOMY MeHs npenctaBisaioT. 14. Ha mpueme Ha nmpodeccopa He oOpaTuiu
BHUMAaHMS, & BOKPYT €ro XOpPOIIEHbKOM KE€HbI pa3Benu cyeTy (make fuss of).

I 1. Yro-uubOyap nemaercs, yToObl BOCCTaHOBUTH 3TO 3aanue? 2. Ero eme
HUKOTJIa HE MPUHUMAJIY 32 aHTJIMYaHuHa. 3. B TBoeil KOMHaTe HUYEro HE TPOHYIIH
C Tex Mmop, Kak TeOs mocianu B caHaTopuid. 4. 3a KaxAbld TEHHH HYXHO
otuntatbes (account for). 5. Bac korma-anOyap yummnaum, Kak Haao BecT cedsi? 6.
JleTell yrocTUim MOPOKEHBIM. 7. Y MEHs yKpajau KOJUIEKIHIO Mapok. 8. Co MHOM
TaK HUKOTJa He pasroBapuBand. 9. Hamo yto-To cnenate mia atux moxaeit. 10.
borock, uTo 3Ty Bady Henb3st NOUMHUTG. 11. O ero nmpusitene XxOpouo OT3bIBAKOTCA.
12. Moe- ro asat0 npousBenu (promote to) B kanutaHbl. 13. Tebe ckaxyT, korma
oTtnpasisiercs noe3d. 14. OHa yyBCTBOBaJIa, 4TO OT HEE YTO-TO CKPBIBAIOT. 15.
ByzaeT Tak TeMHO, 4TO MEHs coBceM He Oyner BuaHo. 16. Ilouemy Tak mpoxiaaHo
B 3ane? — Ero kak pa3 mpoBeTpuBaroT (air). YUuTanbHBIM 3all, Kak Bbl 3HAETE,
IIPOBETPUBA- €TCSI HECKOJIBKO pa3 B JACHb.

30



IV 1. BonbHoro He OynyT omepupoBaTh 0e3 ero cornacus. 2. Tenerpamma Obuia
IpH- HATA MO3HO HOYBIO, M, TAK KaK OHAa ObLIa OYeHb Ba)XKHOH, KallMTaHa TYT JKe
pa3- Oyawnu u mepenanu emy ee. 3. DakThl, HA KOTOpPHIE CCHUIAJNICS CBUACTEIb,
3aMHTEpPEeCcOBaNM aaBoKaTa. 4. BpIIO0 paccMOTpEeHO MHOTO pPa3jMYHbIX MapIIpyTOB,
a 00 sTom gnaxe He moaymanu. S. IIpoekT ObUT B OCHOBHOM OJ00pE€H, HO
APXUTEKTOPY YKa3aJIH Ha OTJeNbHBIE HeAocTaTKu. 6. COBETYI0 BaM MOUTH Ha ATOT
KOHIIEpT: OyAyT MCIOJHEHBI Ballld JIFOOMMBIe Tipou3BeneHus. 7. Ham oObsicHMIM
HOBOE TPABHIIO, 3aTE€M MPOJUKTOBAIA HECKOJIBKO MPUMEPOB U JIali yIPAXKHEHUS
Ut omarirael padoTsl. 8. He 6ecmokoiitech, 0 Bamem Oaraxe mo3aboTsaTcs, U OH
Oyzaer moctaBiieH B HOMep. 9. OH He CIbIlIai, YTO B 3TO Bpems roBopuiock. 10.
Msb1 y3HaeMm, xopomio au 3a HuUM cmotpenn. 11. EMy manu mnepBokiiaccHoe
oOpasoBaHue.

6. Insert the required tense (Passive Voice). Try to imagine the situations
in which the following sentences were used.
1. "I don't want to hear another word. I never SO
in my whole life. (to insult) (I. Shaw) 2. Godfrey waited, before he spoke again,
until the ale and the door . (to bring, to close) (Eliot) 3. In
whatever spare time he could find, he read the current research journals, trying to
understand the implications of the experiments which throughout the world.
(to perform) (Wilson) 4. In 1834 the Houses of Parliament, with the exception of
Westminster Hall by fire. They by Sir Charles Barry. (to destroy,
to rebuild) 5. "I'm afraid that we're going to have to move," tie said. "This lab won't
be big enough for us after all. But there's a double room on the eleventh floor that
". (to use, negative) (Wilson) 6. Lanny noticed that he by three
white men from the coffee stall on the other side of the road. (to watch) (Upton
Sinclair) 7. It was past eleven o'clock — a late hour for the little village of Cobham

when Mr. Pickwick retired to the bedroom which for his reception. (to
prepare) (Dickens) 8. We if we , but never mind. (to scold, to
see) (Ch. Bronte) 12. The Nobel Prize to him in 1924 when the advent
of wave mechanics had revealed the importance of his work, ten years after his
famous experiment . (to give, to perform) (Wilson) 9. I called... to ask if
a diamond brooch of mine . (to find) (Wilde) 10. Annette's most valuable
stone was ruby, which to her when she was twelve by an Indian prince

who was in love with her mother. (to give) (Murdoch) 11. He [Jim] put down his
pail... and bent over the toe with absorbing interest while the bandage
(to unwind) (Twain) 13. He carefully examined the contents of his case, and d1d
not speak again until the beer and he had paid for it. (to bring) (Priestley) 14.
The little patient and , and now lay composed in her crib. (to
examine, to soothe) (Ch. Bronte) 15. It was an idea that at that moment by
Colonel Melchett and Colonel Bantry. (to discuss) (Christie) 16. He [Arthur] went
up to his room. Nothing in it since his arrest. (to change) (Voynich) 17.
You can feel when you . (to watch) (Hilton) 18. The oldest of London's
present-day theatres is the Theatre Royal, Drury Lane, which in 1663 and
since several times. (to open, to reconstruct) 19. Below decks the
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atmosphere was close. Many cigarettes , and . (to smoke, to
smoke) (Clark) 20. She kept an eye on the Leanham people to see that her action

duly . (to notice) (Maugham) 21. Rumania is a Balkan State
which long for its mineral springs. (to know) (Maugham) 22. After a few
routine questions and Dr. Lord leant back in his chair and
smiled at his patient. (to ask, to answer) (Christie) 23. He strode up to the front
door of the forlorn house and rang the bell like one who there for weeks.
(to expect) (Priestley) 24. One could not walk or drive about Philadelphia without
seeing or being impressed with the general tendency toward a more cultivated and
selective social life. Many excellent and expensive houses . (to erect)
(Dreiser) 25. I constantly in the street. I like it. It gives an amusement to
the dullest walk. (to follow) (Maugham) 26. A minute earlier, a small boy with a
partly deflated red balloon had run out into the cleared forbidden street.
He just and back to the curb by his father... (to capture, to
drag) (Salinger)

7. Translate into English, using the passive voice where possible.

(A) 1. Ero Hurne He Buaenu B TedueHue Bcerl Hepenu. OH Oonen? 2. Iloxap
Hayajcs HOYbIO, W IaMa ObUlo BuAHO wu3naneka. 3. Korgma s npuexana B
JlenuHrpaz, 3TOT AOM elie CTpouics. 4. DTOT A0M "ObLI MOCTPOCH JO TOTO, Kak
Havajnach BOWHA. 5. §l yBepeHa, 4TO BaM MOMOTYT B Bamieil pabdore. 6. ['opon, B
KoTopoMm poauicst Huzamu, 6p11 ocHoBaH B IX Beke. 7. MOCKOBCKHIA YHUBEPCUTET
Ha3BaH uMmeHeM JlomoHocoBa. 8. IlaBnoBy Oblna MpHCBOEHA MOYETHAs CTEMEHb
noktopa KemOpumxckoro ynusepcuteta. 9. CaHumk u MaBpHUK MOSBUINCH Y
BOPOT CBOEM WIKOJIBI. BopoTa enie He oTkpbIBaIKCh... (Ilepmsik) 10. Kak mano eme
CeNaHo, a YK€ CBUCTUT cBUCTOK Ha o0en. (Ilepmsk) 11. DaexTpoHHOE MHUCHMO
MOCJIANIM MO3/HO BEYEPOM, TaK 4YTO OHO OyAET MPOUYUTAHO TOJBKO YyTpoMm. 12. Dta
KHHra yxe pacrnpoaana. 13. Ilocie toro kak nucsmo Iletpy ObUTO HamucaHo, OH
noBecenen... (TenapsikoB) 14. Ilpoussenenus IlymkuHa nepeBeneHsl Ha Ooliee,
yeM 90 s3p1koB. 15. B 3TOT MOMEHT oOcCyXaajics O4eHb BaKHBIA BOIPOC U BCE
BHUMaTeNbHO ciaymand. OH oOcyxpaanca yxe Oosiee AByX yacoB. 16. Muccuc
Jlekku cTOssIa B NIPUXOXKEH, JEpKa B PyKax OTKPBITKY, KOTOPYHO TOJBKO YTO
npuHecnu. 17. OHa 3Hana, 4TO cecTpa BEpHETCs NoMOM no3aHo. Ee npurinacuiu B
teatp. 18. lomMoii OHM TpUIIUIM OYEHb MO3AHO, BCE ABEPH OBLIU YXKE 3aKPBITHI.
BakoBckmit) 19. ..korma s TOSBWICA 371€Ch, YK€ BCE OBLJIO YTBEPKICHO,
noamucano. (Tenapskos) 20. ...B kKaOWHETe AABHO HE OTKPBHIBAIM OKHA... Bo3myx
ob11 TsDKE... (P16akoB) 21. [Touemy Takas paborta He HanedaTaHa? (TeHapsKOB)

(B) 1. Hakonen, poBHO uepe3 Tpu HENENW, W3 TOpPOJa NPUBE3NIA IHAHUHO.
(Koponenko) 2. Korma Bomomro mpuBe3nun B CoOCHAKH, €My OBbLIO CeMb JIeT.
(Pr16akoB) 3. B ToT e neHp nociano Obuio nuckMo B ropo. (KopoJlenko) 4. Ero
[[Taknuua] moBenu BHU3. (Typrenes) S. [locnpimancs Tonot konsIT. (Typrenes) 6.
B kyxHe... 3aMeTHBI ObLTH HEKOTOPBIE MPUTOTOBJICHHUS: BCE OBLJIO BBITEPTO U
BbIUMIeHO. Buano Obuto, yto Hac knanu. (JlocrtoeBckuii) 7. He mpomuio Tpex
MUHYT, Kak mpecTynmHuk Obu1 cBsizad. (JlepmontoB) 8. Ero Be3ae 0XOTHO
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npunumanu. (TypreneB) 9. Kaxnaplii 1eHp B KOMHATy BHOCHIM Ou4, OOpyYH.
(Uexos) 10. IlaknuH yxe B3sUICS 3a ILIANKY, KaK BIAPYT... B MEpPEAHEN pa3aaics
YAUBUTENBHO NpUSTHBIN... OaputoH. (Typrenes) 11. «bacanoBa apectoBayin», —
npubaBui oH. (Typrenen)

(C) 1. MHe TOJBKO 4YTO MPEIJIOXKWIM HHTEPECHYI0 paboty. 2. boibHOMY
3anpeTuian Kyputb. 3. Jletasm Benenu uatu cnath. 4. CycaHUHY IpHUKa3aiu
NO0Ka3aTh 10pory Ha MockBy. 5. MeHsl MonpoCriu IPUITH Yepe3 HECKOJIBKO JTHEH.
6. MHe 3a1any HECKOJIBKO BOITPOCOB, HA KOTOPBIE S HE Cpa3y MOI OTBETUTH. 7.
bekku Ilapn npemiokuinm JOJKHOCTh TyBEpHAHTKU. 8. boapHOMY IOCOBETOBANIH
exarb Ha 1or. 9. MHue Buepa ckazanu, 4to Bl Obutd OosbHEL. 10. Ham Buepa mamm
HECKOJIbKO HOBBIX XypHalioB U KHUT. 11. EMy mocoBetoBanu octatbcs noma. 12.
MHe noka3zanu npoekT HoBoro teatpa. 13. Ero cnpocuiu, KTo )KUBET B 3TOM JJOME.
14. D10 Kak pa3 Ta CTaThs, KOTOPYIO HaM MOCOBETOBAJHU. MpodecTh. 15. MeHs
Ipuciaiy moMoyb BaMm. 16. MeHs mpocuin paccka3aTh BaM, 4TO CIY4YUJIOCh. 17.
MHe Benenu NpUNWTH POBHO B MATH 4yacoB. 18. Eil mocoBeToBanu 3aHUMATHCS
My3bIKOoH. 19. EMy nocoBeToBanu o0patutbes K xopoiuemy Bpady. 20. B To Bpems,
KOrJa MHE MPEIJIOKWIN €XaThb B JIEPEBHIO, 1 BOBCE HE AyMall TaK HECTEPIIHMO
ckyuats. (Kynpun)

The Passive Voice with Prepositions

The passive voice is possible with intransitive verbs used with prepositions:
to account for, to agree upon, to allude to, to arrive at (a conclusion, agreement,
decision), to call for, to call upon, to comment upon, to count upon, to depend on
(upon), to dispose of, to fire at, to hear of, to insist on (upon), tointerfere with, to
laugh at, to listen to, to look after, to look at, to look down upon (cmompems Ha
K020-1U60 ceepxy 6HU3), to look up to (cmompemsv nHa Ko2o-1ubO CHU3Y 88epX), to
provide for, to put up at (ocmanogumwcs), to put up with (npumupumscs), to read
to, to refer to, to rely on, to run over, to send for, to speak about (of), to stare at, to
talk about (to, over).

Examples:

At last an agreement was arrived at.

Her strange behaviour was largely commented upon.

He can be depended upon to keep strict silence.

This is certainly a great inconvenience, but it must be put up with.
The article is often referred to.

Steerforth was looked up to by all the boys.

Exercises
1. Translate the sentences with the prepositional passive verbs into
Russian.
1. In the front room the bricks of the floor were being tumbled aside by the shoots
from old tree-roots. (Lessing) 2. A man who is much talked about is always very
attractive (Wilde) 3. I've been sent for urgently, to get at the truth. (Christie) 4. A
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sound of a piano is heard in the adjoining room. (Wilde) 5. The gate was opened
by one of the maids. (Dickens) 6. Nothing more was said on either side. (Dickens)
7. 1 don't suppose there's anybody who isn't cared for by someone or other.
(Maugham) 8. With old and young great sorrow is followed by a sleepless night...
(Maugham) 9. He was forbidden to receive either letters or telegrams. (Collins) 10.
The visitor was allowed to come forward and seat himself. (Eliot) 11. The match
was looked upon as made by her father and mother. (Hardy) 12. Klesmer bowed
round to the three sisters more grandly than they had ever been bowed to: before..
(Eliot) 13. That's a thing I've not been accused of before. (Maugham) 14. The child
shall be taken care of somehow. (Eliot) 15. I just chatter when I 'm chattered to.
(Hilton) 16. And for four years now I have been trying to make myself heard in the
popular press. I have been laughed at as a crank. I have endured insults. (Priestley)
17. Knight had been looked upon as a bachelor by nature. (Hardy) 18. We know
that she likes Nurse O'Brien arid is well looked after. (Christie) 19. The strained
and precarious relationship between Ann and Randall, which had been quite
unprepared for, was also a constant source of pain and surprise. (Murdoch) 20. She
1s so absolutely to be relied on as that? (Collins) 21. Fabrizi told me he had been
written to and had consented to come and take up the campaign against the Jesuits.
(Voynich) 22. One child in a household of grown people is usually made very
much of, and in a quiet way I was a good deal taken notice of by Mrs. Bretton, who
had. been left a widow, with one son, before I knew her. (Ch. Bronte) 23. She's
quite, well thought of in Cambridge. (Murdoch) 24. I was taught music and
singing. (Eliot) 25. Habble was dismissed, but Kinney was not allowed to retire
with him. (Priestley) 26. She [Gemma] was both pleasant to look at and interesting
to talk to. (Voynich)

2.  Underline the correct word in each sentence.

a) The busy shopping street was thronged by/with people.

b) The emergency exit was concealed by/from a red curtain.

¢) The price of excursions is included in/with the cost of the holiday.
d) All through January, the fields were covered by/from snow.

e) The room was crammed by/with furniture of all descriptions.

f) Two of the climbers were injured by/with falling rocks.

g) The island is inhabited by/from people of mainly Chinese origin,
h) The bank was quickly surrounded from/with armed police.

1) The window had been smashed from/with a hammer taken from the shed.
J) The stadium was packed from/with cheering fans.

Keys: Advanced Language Practice, Unit 7, ex 2

3. Insert the required tense (Passive Voice). Try to imagine the situations
in which the following sentences were used. Translate the sentences into
Russian.

1. Upon the Doctor and the widow the eyes of both Mr. Tupman and his
companion for some time, when the stranger broke silence, (to fix)
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(Dickens) 2. The gentleman was so startled that he took the night train for the
Continent and never of since. (to hear) (Maugham) 3. After lunch, we
heard that Charles Lenton for. (to send) (Snow) 4. Antonia: Thank
you. Thank you. M ar tin : What I for? (to thank) (Murdoch and
Priestley) 5. By now we ____ by two other people... (to join) (Hansford Johnson)
6. About an hour or so later I for and found Mary Gerrard unconscious.
(to send) (Christie) 7. The effect of my education can never . (to do away
with) (Eliot) 8. Her uncle and mother came two days ago, and she well

. (to take care of) (Eliot) 9. He could see that the bed was empty, and that it

in. (to sleep) (Bennett) 10. That day she ____little of. (to see) (Hardy)

4. Translate into English, using the passive voice where possible.

(D) 1. Oparopa ciymanu oueHb BHUMATEIbHO. 2. JleTn 004T, KOr/1a UM YHUTaloT.
3. O6 3TOoM coOBITUM MHOTO TroBOpsAT. 4. Ha Hee MoxHO ToyiokUThCs? 5. Ha oty
KHUTY HUKOrjga He ccpuiatorca. 6. O moctynke bepmana MHOro roBopwiid B
KOJIOHUH. 7. 3a MalIMHOM MOCJaIu, KaK TOJIbKO BEIU ObUIA YJI0KEHBI. 8. B Hamen
CTpaHe ¢ KOPPYMNIMEN TOJKIO OBbITh MOKOHYEHO. 9. 3UMOM B 3TOM JI0M€ HUKOT1a
He kunu. 10. He monumaro, moyemy o0 3ToM (uiabMe Tak MHOTO roBopst. 11.
[Ipod. BbpaitH oueHb XOpOIIUi JIEKTOP, €r0 BCETJIa OYEHbh BHUMATEIIBHO CIIYIIAIOT.
12. OH UCKIIIOUUTENTHHO JOOPOCOBECTHBIN YEJIOBEK, HA HETO MOXKHO TOJIOKUTHCS.
13. Jlekiusi Oblia Takod OsecTslIei, 4TO O HEW MOTOM MHOrO TOBOpWIH. 14.
[Tocnanu nu 3a cBexkum Mosiokom? (JI. Toncroit) 15. Ot UBana MakapoBuua ¢ Tex
nop Hukakoi Bectouku. (Ilepmsak) 16. [Tocnanu 3a nu3Bo3unkom. (HexoB)

(E) 1. K cyactpio, JOKTOp KWJI B 3TOM JK€ JOMe, W s Obuia w30aBieHA OT
HEOOXOJIMMOCTH BBIXOAWTH HOUYBIO. 2. Korma camoner CKpbhUICS W3 BHIY, BCE
mouut aomou. 3. Omare Bl omo3xaiad. C 3TUM Hamo mOoKOHYUTH. 4. Pebenka
MOJIOKWIM B OOJIbHUILY, TJI€ 32 HUM OY€Hb Xopouio Xaxupanu. 5. Ilocne nexuuu
obL1 KOHLIEPT. 6. B nome muccuc Pun x [[xeliH Dilp MOCTOSHHO MPUIAUPAIHCH. 7.
Korpa nnuHHOHOTMII mapeHb CKpbUIca W3 BUAy, [laBua cen oTnoxHyTh. 8. 3a
NEpBOM MUPOBOM BOMHOM mociienoBaiia pesontounst B Poccun. 9. Ilocne cmeptu
muccuc Kommepdbunbn k aBuny Bcerna npuaupanuch. 10. Kak tonpko Cxud
Munnep ckpwuUics W3 BUAY, cobOaka Opocunack 3a HuM. 11. 3a MonHuewn
nocieaoBan yaap rpoma. 12. IlepeBoa Takoi Xopouiui, 4To B HEM HEJb3sl HAUTH
HUKakux HepoctatkoB. 13. C Takumu cepbe3HbIMM Bemamu He wmyTtiaT. 14. K
Tpaannscy, ToBapuity Jasuna Konnepdunpaa, Bceraa npuanpaiuch.

S. Find 5-6 examples of the passive voice in various authentic texts
(articles, news etc written by native speakers of English). Prepare copies of the
pages with the passages (not just sentyences) in which you have found the
examples of the passive voice. Hand out the copies to the class and discuss the
usage of the passive in these passages.

Phrasal Verbs and Phraseological Units in the Passive
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We can use some phrasal verbs in the passive:

Active Passive

They called off the meeting. >> | The meeting was called off.

He was looked after by his

His grandmother looked after him. | >>
grandmother.

They will send him away to

>> | He will be sent away to school.
school.

Most transitive phrasal verbs can be used in the passive.
Examples:

Personal phone calls are frowned on at work.

First you will be kitted out with a safety helmet.

The brochure is beautifully laid out and illustrated.
Serfdom in Russia was done away with many years ago.

Even if the verb is normally 'separable’, when it is in the passive the verb and the
particle always stay together.

Examples:

I've cleaned the place up a bit. >> The place had been cleaned up.

Will you turn the television off, please?>> The television had been turned off.

The following verbal phraseological units can also be used in the passive voice:

to find fault with (npuoupamocs, Haxooumsv nedocmamku), to lose sight of
(mepsimo u3 6udy), to make fun of, to make use of (ucnonvzosams), to pay attention
to, to put an end to (nonodcums Koney), to set fire to, to take notice of, to take care

of.

Examples:

The poor child was always being found fault with.

Soon the boat was lost sight of.

He was exceedingly absent-minded and was always made fun of.
His remarks were taken no notice of.

The discussion was put an end to by his sudden arrival.

The bed was not slept in.

The room is not lived in.

Exercises
1. a) Write the following verbs and verb phrases in all possible forms of
the passive. b) Make three lexical games or exercises to practice the
vocabulary.
Example
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1) to be found fault with
2) to be lost sight of

3) to be made fun of

4) to be made use of

5) to be paid attention to
6) to be put an end to

7) to be set fire to

8) to be taken notice of
9) to be take care of

10) to be called for

11) tobe called upon
12) to be looked after
13) to be looked down upon
14) to be looked up to
15) to be put up at

16) to be put up with

17) to be done away with
18) to be pushed over
19) to be filled in

2. Get prepared for the following vocabulary games. Play the games in class.
Hot Seat. Split into two teams.The teams sit facing the board. Then take an empty
chair - one for each team - and put it at the front of the class, facing the team
members. These chairs are the 'hot seats'. One member from each team comes up
and sits in that chair, so they are facing their team-mates and have their back to the
board. Students from each team write an expression on the board for the opposite
team. The aim of the game is for the students in the teams to describe that
expression, using situational contexts, to their team mate who is in the hot seat —
that person can't see the word! The student in the hot seat listens to their team
mates and tries to guess the expression. The first hot seat student to say the
expression wins a point for their team. Then the students change over, with a new
member of each team taking their place in their team's hot seat and a new
expression for each team written on the board.

Two Truths and a Lie

Players think of two true statements, and one that is false (two truths and one lie)
about themselves using the expressions under study. The object of the game is for
the other players to guess which statement is the false one. One way to decide who
goes first is to randomly choose one person. Then, if only one person guesses the
lie correctly, that person goes next. Alternatively, the person sitting closest to the
last person goes next. You can go around the circle as many times as you wish,
giving everyone a chance to go at least once.
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3. Fill in the gaps with the verbs from the box.

to bring up, to do with, to arrange, to call back, to put away, to go,
to blow up, to find fault with, to take care of, to lay down, to
declare, to clear away

1. The tea-things scarcely when the London coach deposited Mr. Weller,
senior, at the door. (Dickens) 2. Ettorewas twenty-three. He by an uncle in
San Francisco and was visiting his father and mother in Torino when war
(Hemingway) 3. Breakfast scarcely ... when a waiter brought in
Mr. Dowler's card (Dickens) 4. A short bridge over a canal but we
climbed across on what was left of the span. (Hemingway) 5. Red carpet
for the occasion; hothouse plants and evergreens in bowers at the
extremities and in every recess of the gallery. (Eliot) 6. She realized that the old
life and . (Maugham) 7. Merriman, order the dog-cart at once.
Mr. Ernest suddenly to town. (Wilde) 8. I was told, too, that neither masters
nor teachers in that establishment. 9. (Ch. Bronte) I shall be quite safe,
quite well . (Dickens)

4. Complete the sentences with these phrasal verbs from the box. Be sure the
phrasal verbs are in the correct tense.

to dose off, to hit on, to leave off, to call off, to let off, to hand in, to light up, to
track down

1 The judge her with a warning.

2 It wasn't cold enough, so we ____ the hockey game.

3 As soon as Nancy's boyfriend went to the washroom, the guy at the next table
her.

4 Every Christmas my father used to our house with thousands of lights.

5 The police finally the killers _ and arrested them.

6 The principal caught me as I was a cigarette in the washroom.

7 The room that was damaged by the fire was to the public.

8 I was really angry that I was the list.

9 That's a great idea! You've really something.

10 Three students got a zero because their projects weren't on time.

11 Driver, can you me at the next corner?

12 Dr. Smith resumed his lecture where he had before the lunch break.

13 After Wilson screwed up the finance department, he was asked to his

letter of resignation.

14 Even though the enemy soldiers were half a mile away, we a few

shots.

15 The crooked police officers were ordered to their badges
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5. Complete the sentences with these phrasal verbs from the box. Be sure the
hrasal verbs are in the correct tense.

to call in, to run into, to hand back, to let out, to look at, to plan for, to point out,
to talk down to to run over, to screw out of, to burn down, to set up, to take apart,
to take off, to give back, to pile up

1. Most of the city was ................. by the invading soldiers.

2. Teacher, will points be ............... for spelling?

3. Dan is so rude — I have never been ........... like that before.

4. A conference will be .................. between the lawyers for each side.

5. The Taylors were .................. their life savings by their stockbroker.

6. The children were happy to be ................ of school early.

7. The entire staff was .................... to the office and given pink slips.

8. Several flaws in the plan were ................

0. Raquel was almost ................ by a cement truck while she was driving to
work.

10.  There wasn't enough room inside the cabin, so the firewood had to

be oo, outside.

11. The general said the occupied territory would never be .............

12.  The test will be ................ to the students tomorrow.

13.  This engine has been .............. three times, but no one can figure out what's
wrong with it.

14.  This is a very important project. Every possible problem must be.........

15. My neighbor stopped at the side of the road to change a flat tire, and he was
......... and killed by a drunk driver.

16.  Each proposed design for the new flag was ........ and rejected.

Learning the Passive through Texts
Text 1
I. Read the text and find all instances of the passive voice. How many
sentences have an agent (a doer) included in the by phrase? Why is
a by phrase not included in so many passive sentences?

HOW SURVEYS ARE CONDUCTED
A survey is a method of gathering information about a topic, a group of people or a
specific area. Surveys are commonly used to collect information and opinions. If
the survey is well-designed and conducted correctly, its results can be reliable and
valid, and can offer an accurate picture of the surveyed population.

There are many steps involved in conducting a survey, depending on the kind of
information that needs to be collected. In general, though, the purpose of the study,
the required information, and the sample population are identified first. Then, the
questions are developed and the method of gathering answers is determined. Once
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this 1s done, the survey is conducted, the data is collected and, finally, the findings
are analyzed and reported.

Surveys are most commonly conducted through questionnaires. They can be used
in telephone or face-to-face interviews, or completed and submitted by survey
participants. In either case, strong knowledge of the surveyed topic is required to
prepare good questions for the survey.

Text 2
1. Fill in the spaces in this text. Use a verb in the list and an appropriate
tense form of the passive.

produee, interview (x2), design, renovate, award, base, build,
consider (x20), show, equip, provide, close, visit

THE REPORT
This report ........ has been produced....... at the request of the Hotel and Catering
Association. The survey on which the report ............cco........ (1) was carried out

between March 25 and March 30, 1999. Twenty hotel managers
.......................... (2) for the purposes of this report. The majority of the hotels which

.......................... (3) (all in the Brighton area) ..........................(4) in the last twenty
years and .........ccccceeenunenn. (5) to meet the needs of the modern tourist. One hotel
which ....cccooviiiinnnn, (6) unacceptable by the Association ..............cccecueee... (7) at
the end of the tourist season. Some of the older ones .........ccc......o...... (8) recently
and also meet the highest standards. This ............ccc..c..c..... (9) by the fact that all the
hotels .ooeveeeeeieeeeeeeee, (10) with modern facilities, from swimmin pools to satellite
TV. In addition, the usual SErvices ..............coeeeun. (11) (room service, laundry
service) and the restaurant and bar Service ...........cc...o......... (12) satisfactory in most
cases. Most of the hotel staff who ............ccc........ (13) were highly qualified or
experienced. Seventy-five per-cent of the hotels in this report ............ccceeuneeee. (14)

a three or four star rating by the tourist board.

Text 3
2. Complete each space in this text with a suitable word. Use a verb in the
list and an appropriate tense form of the passive. The first (0) is given as an
example.

| to be, take, burgle, have (3), do, it, get/have (2), get(2), mend, spill \

ONE OF THOSE DAYS
It’s been one of those days and it isn’t over yet. First of all, I had to take the car to
the garage to have the brakes ....... repaired.....(0). The car was in a bad enough
state, but wWe .......ccoceeeeeiinnnen. (1) had it damaged even more by some idiot as we
were waiting at the traffic lights the other day. He bumped into the back of the car
and we told him he would have to pay tO ....cccccorvrriinnenns (2) the car
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.......................... (3) and he said he would .......................... (4) it paid for by his
insurance company. I certainly hope he does. The mechanic told me I could’ve
.......................... (5) myself killed driving the car and that we should’ve
.......................... (6) the brakes checked months ago. I left the car at the garage,
then went straight to the hairdresser to have my hair .......................... (7). I wanted
tohave .....ccccceeevvnnneenn. (8) cut really short, so it took ages. After that, I had to take
Bill’s suit to the dry-cleaner’s to .........ccccceeeeunneee. (9) it cleaned after he had had
WINE ooeeveeeiiieeeiieenn. (10) over it at the party last night. Next, I had to go to the
supermarket. When I had finished, my bags were so heavy 1 had to
.......................... (11) them delivered to my house — and that cost more money. And
the day isn’t half over yet. I’ve still got to have my photograph ..........c..............
(12) for a new passport — my old one ............cceeuueeenn. (13) stolen when we had our
house .....ccccevvveeeennneen. (14) a few months back. What a life! Things can’t get
worse, can they?

Text 4

3. Use the correct tenses and passive forms of the verbs in brackets.
FISHY TALES

Mermaids (see) ........ by sailors for centuries. The basis of all mermaid myths
(SUPPOSE) " wevvveeeeiiiireeee e to be a creature called a Manatee: a kind of walrus!
Mermaids used (to Show) ......ccccevvviernieennnn in funfairs until recently. It all began
in 181 7 when a 'mermaid' (buy) .....ccccccceeveviernnnn for $6,000 by a sailor in the
South Pacific. She (eventually sell) .......ccccceevieeennnee. to the great circus owner
Barnum. She (exhibit)! .. .............oc in 1842 as 'The Feejee Mermaid'. It (say)
............................. that she earned Barnum $1,000 a week! The thousands who saw
this mermaid (musfldisappoint) 8.. .......ccccoeeiiiernnnenn. She (cleverly make) 9..
........................... by a Japanese fisherman. A monkey's head (delicately sew) 10
............................. to the tail of a large salmon. The job (so skilfully do) 11 ...
.......................... that the join between the fish and the monkey was invisible. Real
imagination (musthequire) 12 .........cccccovvnneeenn. to see this revolting creature as a
beautiful mermaid combing her golden hair!

Learning the Passive through Songs and Poems
Pre-reading
Answer the questions: 1) In what type of texts is the passive voice the most
appropriate? 2) There is a common belief that the passive should be avoided
in poetry and fiction. Think of some reasons why it is believed so. Do you
agree withthis point of view?

Reading

Read the text and say why the passive voice is avoided in poetry. Have you
found any more reasons against using the passive in poetry and fiction? Can
you think of some reasons FOR it?
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Text

The difference between an active-verb style and a passive-
verb style — in clarity and vigor — is the difference between
life and death for a writer.

William Zinsser

In general, the passive voice should be avoided unless there is
good reason to use it, for example, in this sentence, which
focuses on 'the passive voice.'

A.P. Martinich, "Thomas Hobbes." The Blackwell Guide to the
Modern Philosophers, ed. by Steven M. Emmanuel. Blackwell,
2001

Why do we want to use the active voice over the passive voice within
poetry?

William Zinsser, author of On Writing Well, expounds, ‘“The difference
between an active-verb style and a passive-verb style — in clarity and vigor — is the
difference between life and death for a writer”.

You see, when we utilize the active voice over the passive voice our poetry can
breathe with more life, more vigor and clarity, especially within the regards to the
evocation of emotions. Active voice draws the reader into the emotions of the
poem; whereas, passive voice may not even be wrong with regards to the poem or
how the sentence appears, however, it can become awkward and vague, which
derails the evocation of emotions.

Active voice also stands more concise than passive voice and most poets long to
be able to say tons and tons with the least amount of words.

So, if you long for your poetry to have the extra kick and punch to the heart of
your readers, then look to what voice you write in and ‘ACTIVATE’ your words
with the active voice.

Passive voice can occasionally work in fiction—if you do it right.
Say, for instance, that you want to emphasize the object of the sentence instead of
the subject. Passive voice is the answer!

For instance, say you want to put the focus on the priceless vase and make
the reader curious about who stole it. Then passive voice is perfect:
The priceless vase was stolen.

Another example of passive voice:
Fifty signatures were needed to get the stop sign installed.

This puts the focus where it belongs — on the signatures rather than on the
stop sign, which is less important in this case.

Another way to use passive voice is to show when someone is trying to
dodge responsibility:
“Mistakes were made,” Senator Collins said in his speech to the angry voters.
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Clearly, the guy is trying to dodge the blame—a move perfectly underscored
through the use of passive voice.

So, as you can see, in fiction, too, passive voice is frowned upon because it
can be clunky, confusing or unclear to the reader. And good fiction relies on crisp,
clear writing — so stay active whenever possible.

By: A.J. Wagoner https://ajwagoner.com

Do you agree with the ideas expressed in the text? Read the text ‘In Defence of the
Passive Voice’:

In Defense of the Passive Voice

"The proportion of passive verbs varies with the type of prose: scientific
prose, for instance, may show far more passives than narrative prose. But to point
this out is not to denigrate scientific writing. The difference merely reflects the
different natures of content, purpose, and audience. . .

"Not only is the passive voice a significantly frequent option in modern
prose, but it is also often the clearest and briefest way to convey information. . . .

"Indiscriminate slandering of the passive voice ought to be stopped. The
passive should be recognized as a quite decent and respectable structure of English
grammar, neither better nor worse than other structures. When it is properly
chosen, wordiness and obscurity are no more increased than when the active voice
is properly chosen. Its effective and appropriate use can be taught."
(Jane R. Walpole, "Why Must the Passive Be Damned?" College Composition and

Communication, 1979)

Exercises
1. a) Listen to the song looking at the lyrics. Underline the active verb forms
and circle the passive verb forms. b) Discuss the effect of using the active and
passive. ¢) Cross out the verbs which can’t be used in the passive. Try and
make a passive version of the other active verbs. Would active sentences work
in the passive? d) Would passive sentences work in the active?

Taken in

Mike + The Mechanics
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dfvHu hgVuc

Taken in, taken in again

Wrapped around the finger of some fair-weather friend
Caught up in the promises, left out in the end

No pride, taken for a ride.

You say I'm the only one when I look in your eyes

I want to believe you but you know how to lie

And if you say you understand I don't believe it

And when you reach out for my hand I don't believe it
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And if you say you take the blame I don't believe it

And if say that nothing's changed I don't believe it, don't believe it
Taken in, taken in again

Someone saw me coming, a fool without a friend

There's one born every minute* and you're looking at him.

And if you say you want me near I don't believe it

And when you're holding back the tears I don't believe it

And when you swear that you are mine I don't believe it

And it's your heart that's on the line I don't believe it, don't believe it

Taken in, taken in again

Wrapped around the finger of some fair-weather friend
Caught up in the promises, left out in the end

No pride, taken for a ride

You say I'm the only one when I look in your eyes

I'd love to believe you but you know how to lie

You say you want me near I don't believe it

And when you're holding back the tears I don't believe it
Oh, there's one born every minute, you're looking at him

Taken in, taken in again

Someone saw me coming, a fool without a friend
I want to believe you, oh

When you say you understand

When you reach out for my hand

Oh, I wish I could believe you

Taken in, taken in again

Note:

Idioms:

to take in — take in somebody also take somebody in; to deceive someone: Do you
think the teacher was taken in by your excuse?

fair-weather friend (figurative) — someone who is your friend only when things are
pleasant or going well for you: Bill stayed for lunch but he wouldn't help me with
the yard work. He's just a fair-weather friend. A fair-weather friend isn't much
help in anemergency.

There's one born every minute (humorous) — something that you say about
someone who you think has been very stupid: 'He left a window open and
thenwondered why he'd been burgled!' 'There's one born every minute, isn't there?’
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take someone for a ride (figurative) — to deceive someone: You really took those
people for a ride. They really believed you. I was taken for a ride on this matter.

2. Listen to the song again. Practice singing the song.

3. Answer the questions:
a. Do you like the song?
b. How does the man feel?
c. Who was he taken in by?

4. Write a poem. It should be mainly in the passive voice. (You can rhyme the
lines, if you can, but it is not necessary.)

Passive in Proverbs
Memorize the following proverbs with the passive form of the verb-predicate
used in the A). Present, B). Past and C). Future Indefinite Tense. Concentrate
on the use of the verbs in the Passive Voice.

A.
1. The road to hell is paved with good intentions.
2. A man is known by the company he keeps.
3. A fox is not taken twice in the same snare.
4. Old birds are not caught with chaff.
5. Never ask pardon before you are accused.
6. A liar is not believed when he tells the truth.
7. Advice when most needed is least heeded.
8. Desires are nourished by delays.
9.  Forewarned is forearmed.
10. Marriages are made in heaven.
11. A threatened blow is seldom given.
12.  Danger foreseen is half avoided.
13.  Little thieves are hanged, but great ones escape.
14.  What 1s done cannot be undone.
B.
1. Rome was not built in a day.
2. Fingers were made before forks.
3. Acorns were good till bread was found.
C.
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1. Youth will be served.
2. The fish will soon be caught that nibbles at every bait.

3. Ask no questions and you will be told no lies.

Passive in Quotations

Define the tense form of the verb in the Passive Voice in each of the following
quotations. Explain them.

1.

1. Wisdom is only found in truth. (J. W. Goethe)

2. An injury is much sooner forgotten than an insult. (Ph. Chesterfield)
3. If on Parnassus Top you sit You rarely bite, are always bit. (J. Swift)
4.

Even when laws_have been written down, they ought not always to
remain unaltered. (Aristotle)

5. When peace has been broken anywhere, the peace of all countries
everywhere is in danger. (F. D. Roosevelt)

6.  What is written without effort is in general read without pleasure. (S.
Johnson)

7. New opinions are always suspected, and usually opposed, without any
other reason but because they are not already common. (J. Locke)

8. Draw the curtain, the farce is played. (F. Rabelais)

9.  Common sense is the most widely shared commodity in the world, for
every man is convinced that he is well supplied with it. (R. Descartes)

10.  Persons attempting to find a motive in this narrative will be
prosecuted; persons attempting to find a moral in it will be banished; persons
attempted to find a plot in it will be shot. (M. Twain)

11.  When Thales was asked what was most difficult, he said, “To know
on one’s self.” And what was easy, “To advise another.” (Diogenes)

Passive in Writing
Read the text and comment on the six tips to write a short story in

English.

6 TIPS ON HOW TO WRITE A SHORT STORY IN ENGLISH

1. Pick a theme

Base your story around something you’ve already learned in English. If
you’ve learned about animal vocabulary for example, then set your story in a
zoo. If you’ve learned about how to talk about yourself in English, have the
story be about someone telling the reader about themselves.
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The reason for this is that it can give you a little bit of confidence before you
start. It will encourage you to learn more words and vocabulary around the
subject and will naturally make you revise what you already know.

2. Make a plan

No matter how short you intend your story to be, make a quick plan
beforehand. This will stop you from getting lost and will help you spot any
problems you are going to have before you start.

You might find it useful to make the plan in your own language first and
then make your first task to translate your plan into English.

3. Pick a point-of-view

Decide how you’re going to tell your story. It is most likely that you will
want to tell the story in the first person (ie. I did something) or the third
person (ie. she did something). It is unusual for anyone to use the second
person (ie. you did something) so don’t try and start with that.

Making this clear from the beginning will keep your story with a sense of
cohesion and keep it tied together. A single point of view like this will also
make it easier for your reader too.

4. Write the actual story in English

With the plan, it might work out for you to write the plan in your language
and then translate it. This is so that you can get your thoughts in order so
you’re not trying to make yourself be creative and think in an unfamiliar
language. Once you come to actually writing the story however, try and stick
to English. Writing a story in English will force you to start thinking in the
language more and you will get more out of the exercise if you’re not just
translating everything.

5. Keep it simple

Remember that you’re not writing a multi-book series packed full of
characters, political intrigue and dragons. If you enjoy writing your short
story, you can get to that, but to start with, make sure you keep your short
story simple!

You also might want to have a specific length in mind. Stories can be really
short and still be effective. Flash fiction for example is between 150 and
1,000 words long.

6. Finish it

It’s very easy to give up and leave a short story unfinished, but if you can
get to the end, even if you don’t think it’s very good, you will likely find that
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your English will have improved at least slightly. It is also a great
confidence booster to have finished a little project like this.

7. What do you do after you’ve finished your short story?

Firstly, hand it in to the teacher, of course. Secondly, if you enjoyed writing
a short story in English, you can always try and write another one, or maybe
try your hand at some poetry next!

Source:  http://www.kaplaninternational.com/blog/how-to-write-a-short-story-in-
english

2. Read the advertisement below. Imagine you are going to take part in the
short story competition organized by a magazine. Write a story (300-400
words) using the tips given above. Use the passive voice where appropriate.

SHORT STORY COMPETITION
Deadline: TOMORROW!
We’re looking for short fiction stories!

Think you can write a winning story in 400 words
or less?

Enter the 17th Annual Writer’s Digest Short Short
Story Competition for your chance to win $3,000
in cash, get published in Writer’'s Digest
magazine, and a paid trip to our ever-popular
Writer’s Digest Conference!

Passive Verbs And Verb Phrases To Be Learnt

1. a) Write the following verbs and verb phrases in different forms of the
passive. b) In different texts created by native speakers of English (fiction,
dictionaries, articles etc) find examples of the use of the following verbs and
verb phrases in the passive form. ¢) Make three lexical games or exercises to
practice the vocabulary.

Example: The Samoan Islands are believed to have been inhabited by
Polynesian peoples for some 3,000 years.

1) to be done
2) to be told
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3) to be built

4) to be found

5) to be hit (on the head)

6) to be picked

7) to be struck

8) to be handed smth

9) to be allowed

10) to be agreed with

11) to be elected (president)
12) to be considered (a failure)
13) to be won

14) to be taken

15) to be (widely) used

16) to be arrested

17) to be opened

18) to be parked

19) to be advised to do smth
20) to be packed

21) to be broken into

22) to be built

23) to be rebuilt

24) to be delivered

25) to be interrupted

26) to be given the sack (from the job)
27) to be held

28) to be decided

29) to be filled

30) to be invented

31) to be suggested

32) to be brought

33) to be paid

34) to be painted

35) to be prepared

36) to be launched

37) to be sold

38) to be decorated with sth
39) to be cancelled

40) to be served

41) to be delivered

42) to be scored

43) to be damaged

44) to be fit with

45) to be discovered

46) to be thought to be + ad;.
47) to be received
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48) to be raised

49) to be made (to do sth)

50) to be interviewed

51) to be mislaid

52) to be questioned

53) to be abandoned

54) to be banned

55) to be prosecuted

56) to be introduced

57) to be entered

58) to be chosen

59) to be invited

60) to be left

61) to be offered sth

62) to be asked (sth / to do sth)
63) to be interested in sth

64) to be consulted

65) to be sent

66) to be collected

67) to be adopted (permanently)
68) to be extended

69) to be required

70) to be serviced

71) to get/have sth serviced

72) to get/have sth fixed

73) to get/have sth repaired

74) to get/have sth done

75) to get/have one’s hair cut

76) to get/have sth checked

77) to get/have something broken
78) to be thought (to be + adjective / to do sth)
79) to be believed (to be + adjective / to do sth)
80) to be known (to be + adjective / to do sth / that)
81) to be known for a fact (that)
82) to be said (to be + adjective / to do sth)
83) to be decided

84) to be confirmed

85) to be announced

86) to be injured

87) to be inhabited

88) to be surrounded

89) to be smashed

90) to be packed

91)

92) to be kept
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93) to be looked into
94) to be frowned upon
95) to be picked on

96) to be frowned upon
97) to be provided for
98) to be run over

99) to be stuffed
100)to be involved
101)to be finished
102)to be handed
103)to be sent off
104)to be transported
105)to be discovered
106)to be developed
107)to be stolen

108)to be obliged (to do sth)

2. a) Write the following verbs and verb phrases in all possible forms of
the passive. b) In different texts created by native speakers of English
(dictionaries, articles etc) find examples of the use of the following verbs and
verb phrases in the passive form. ¢) Think of some lexical games or exercises
to practice the vocabulary.

Examples:

The poor child was always being found fault with.

Soon the boat was lost sight of.

He was exceedingly absent-minded and was always made fun of.
His remarks were taken no notice of.

The discussion was put an end to by his sudden arrival.

Steerforth was looked up to by all the boys.

This is certainly a great inconvenience, but it must be put up with.

1) to be found fault with
2) to be lost sight of

3) to be made fun of

4) to be made use of

5) to be paid attention to
6) to be put an end to

7) to be set fire to

8) to be taken notice of
9) to be take care of

10) to be called for

11) tobe called upon
12) to be looked after
13) to be looked down upon
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14) to be looked up to
15) to be put up at

16) to be put up with

17) to be done away with
18) to be pushed over
19) to be filled in

3. a) Write the following verbs and verb phrases in all possible forms of
the passive. b) In different texts created by native speakers of English
(dictionaries, articles etc) find examples of the use of the following verbs and
verb phrases in the passive form. ¢) Think of some lexical games or exercises
to practice the vocabulary.

Examples:

The bed was not slept in.

The room is not lived in.

At last an agreement was arrived at.

Her strange behaviour was largely commented upon.
He can be depended upon to keep strict silence.

The article is often referred to.

1) to be slept in

2) to be lived in

3) to be accounted for

4) to be agreed upon

5) to be alluded to

6) to be arrive at (about a conclusion, agreement, decision)
7) to be commented on (upon)
8) to be counted on (upon)
9) to be depended on (upon)
10) to be disposed of

11) to be fired at

12) to be heard of

13) to be dealt with

14) to be heard of sb

15) to be seen of sb

16) to be insisted on (upon)
17) to be interfered with
18) to be laughed at

19) to be listened to

20) to be looked at

21) to be provided for

22) to be read to

23) to be referred to

24) to be relied on
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25)
26)
27)
28)
29)
30)
31)
32)
33)
34)
35)
36)
37)
38)
39)
40)
41)
42)
43)
44)

to be run over

to be sent for

to be spoken about (of)

to be stared at

to be talked about (to, over)
to be run over

to be dated from

to be taken over

to be tampered with

to be disposed of

to be taken out (about a tooth)
to be concealed

to be selected for sth

to be replaced with sth

to be thronged with sb

to be included in sth

to be covered with sth

to be covered in (snow)

to be crammed with sb/sth
to be crammed full of sb/sth

UNIT 3
CONDITIONALS
Metalanguage: Common Terms

1. Look up the meaning of the unfamiliar words in the metalanguage
vocabulary. Give English definitions to all the terms on the list. Learn the

words.

conditional sentence

if-clause
result clause

to refer to a condition
conditional clause

adverb clause (of condition)
conditional verb-phrase
future auxiliary

conjunction

real situation

hypothetical / unreal situation

general truth

habitual activity

past situation
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CONDITIONALS
INTRODUCTION: FORMS AND USAGE

A conditional sentence typically consists of an if-clause (which refers to a
condition — something which must happen so that something else can happen) and
a result clause: If we get there before nine, we can catch the train to Liverpool.

In clauses after if, we usually talk about uncertain events and situations: things
which may or may not happen, which may or may not be true, etc:

Ask Paul if he’s staying for dinner. (He may or may not be staying.)

If I see Mary, I’ll give her your love. (I may or may not see Mary.)

If is the most common conjunction for an if-clause, but there are some other words
used to introduce adverb clauses of condition: only if, unless, whether or not, even
if, in case, in the event that, provided that.

Type of Conditionals

Situation

Examples

Zero Conditional

if clause: present (or past)
result clause: present (or
past, or future)

real situations:

an  established,
predictable  fact
or general truth;
a habitual
activity or
situation;

Water freezes / will freeze if the
temperature reaches 32 F/0 .

If I have enough time, I watch TV
every evening.

We went home early if it was

foggy.

Ist Conditional

if clause: present

result clause: will + simple
form

real situations:

a particular
activity or
situation, the
outcome is really
possible in the
present or future;
a present tense is
uses with a future

If I have enough time, I will watch
TV later on tonight.

If you see Mark, tell him I'll ring
him tomorrow.

the outcome 1is
impossible in the
present or future

meaning.
2nd Conditional hypothetical
if clause: simple past (unreal or | If I had enough time, 1 would
result clause: would + | imaginary) watch TV now or later on. (But 1
simple form situations: don’t have enough time)

If I knew the answer, Id tell
you.(But I don’t know the
answer.)

If T was having® a party, I
wouldn't invite Marcia. (But I am
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not having a party.)

past participle

structure is used
to talk about
things which did

3rd Conditional hypothetical If I had had enough time, I would
if clause: past perfect (unreal) past | have watched TV yesterday. (But |
result clause: would have + | situations; the | didn’t have enough time.)

If I had known you were coming, 1
would have met you at the station.
(But I didn’t know you were

not happen in the | coming.)
past.

* - The verb be usually takes the form were for all persons in these sentences,
though was is used in everyday speech. Note that in the first person it is
possible to use should instead of would: If I left home, I think I should be lonely.

Punctuation In Conditionals
An if-clause can come at the beginning or end of a sentence. When an if-clause
comes first, it is usually separated by a comma. Compare:
If you eat too much, you get fat.
You get fat, you eat too much.

The Difference Between 1st And Second Conditionals
The difference between, for example, if I come and if 1 came is not necassarily a
difference of time. They can both refer to the future.; but the past tense suggests
that a future situation is impossible, imaginary or less probable. Compare:
If I become President, I’ll ... (said by a candidate in an election)
If I became President, I'd ... (said by aschoolboy)

Exercises
1. Define the type of conditional and the situation.
If you see Mark, tell him I'll ring him tomorrow.
If T had the money, I could help you.
If people eat too much, they get fat.
If you touch a fire, you get burned.
If you keep driving like that, you're going to have an accident.
If you get wet, you should change your clothes immediately.
If Tdon’t eat breakfast, I always get hungry during class.
If you hadn't reminded me, I might have forgotten.
. If it was snowing, we stayed at home.
10 People die if they don't eat.
11.If I don’t eat breakfast tomorrow morning, I will get hungry during class.
12.You get water if you mix hydrogen and oxygen.

WAL=
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13.Snakes bite if they are scaredio

14.If you come early, we can discuss the problem together.
15.1f babies are hungry, they cry

16.If I work late, I get tired.

17.1f the water has boiled, it means the food is nearly ready.

2. Work in pairs. Choose five sentence beginnings from the list below and
make true sentences about yourself. Discuss the situations with your fellow
student, then report to the class the content of your discussion.

1) I won't stop studying English until I...

2) I'd like to retire when...

3) I'll leave home as soon as...

4) I'll be really annoyed if...

5) I won't go to bed tonight before...

6) I'll have a big party if...

7) I'll always live here unless...

8) I'll have more free time when...

9) I'll have something to eat as soon as...

10) I won't get married until...

3. Answer the questions with "yes" or "no."

1. If the weather had been good yesterday, our picnic would not have been
canceled.

a. Was the picnic canceled? — Yes

b. Was the weather good? — No.

2. If I had an envelope and a stamp, I would mail this letter right now.

a. Do I have an envelope and a stamp right now?
b. Do I want to mail this letter right now?
c. Am I going to mail this letter right now?

3. Ann would have made it to class on time this morning if the bus hadn't been late.
a. Did Ann try to make it to class on time?

b. Did Ann make it to class on time?

c. Was the bus late?

4. If the hotel had been built to withstand an earthquake, it would not have
collapsed.

a. Was the hotel built to withstand an earthquake?

b. Did the hotel collapse?

5. If I were a carpenter, I would build my own house.
a. Do I want to build my own house?
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b. Am I going to build my own house?
c. Am I a carpenter?

6. If I didn't have any friends, I would be lonely.
a. Am I lonely?
b. Do I have friends?

7. 1f Bob had asked me to keep the news a secret, I wouldn't have told anybody.
a. Did I tell anybody the news?
b. Did Bob ask me to keep it a secret?

8. If Ann and Jan, who are twins, dressed alike and had the same hairstyle, I
wouldn't be able to tell them apart.

a. Do Ann and Jan dress alike?

b. Do they have the same hairstyle?

c. Can I tell them apart?

4. Complete the sentences with the verbs in parentheses.

Situation 1: I usually write my parents a letter every week. That is a true fact. In
other words: If I (have) enough time, I (write) my parents a letter every week.

Situation 2: I may have enough time to write my parents a letter later tonight. I
want to write them a letter tonight. Both of those things are true. In other words:
If I (have) enough time, I (write) my parents a letter later tonight.

Situation 3: I don't have enough time right now, so I won't write my parents a
letter. I'll try to do it later. I want to write them, but the truth is that I just don't have
enough time right now. In other words: If I (have) enough time right now, I (write)
my parents a letter.

Situation 4: I won't have enough time tonight, so I won't write my parents a letter.
I'll try to do it tomorrow. I want to write them, but the truth is that I just won't have
enough time. In other words: If I (have) enough time later tonight, I (write) my
parents a letter.

Situation 5: I wanted to write my parents a letter last night, but I didn't have

enough time. In other words: If I (have) enough time, I (write) my parents a letter
last night.

Conjunctions Used In Conditionals

If only
If only adds emphasis to hypothetical situations. With past events it adds a
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sense of regret. The second part of the sentence is often left out.
If only I had enough time!
If only I hadn't drunk too much, this wouldn't have happened!

Unless and other alternatives to if

Unless means only if not.

I'll go ahead and get the tickets unless you call me this afternoon.
(This means ‘if you call me this afternoon, I won't get the tickets’.)

This means if one situation depends on another, if can be replaced by as/so
long as, provided or only if.
I'll do what you say provided the police are not informed.

Even if describes how something will happen whatever the condition.
Even if it rains, we'll still go for a picnic.

Past events with results in the present: past perfect + would
If Jim hadn't missed the plane, he would be here by now.
Should

After if, should makes the possibility of an event seem unlikely.
If you should see Ann, could you ask her to call me?

(This implies that I do not expect you to see Ann.)

Were to
Were to also makes an event seem more hypothetical.
If I were to ask you to marry me, what would you say?

Happen to

Happen to emphasises chance possibilities. It is often used with should.
If you happen to see Helen, could you ask her to call me?

If you should happen to be passing, drop in for a cup of tea.

If it were not for/if it hadn 't been for

This describes how one event depends on another.

If it weren't for Jim, this company would be in a mess.

If it hadn't been for their goalkeeper, United would have lost.

Will and would: politeness and emphasis

These can be used as polite forms.

If you will/would wait here, I'll see if Mrs Green is free.

Will can also be used for emphasis, meaning 'insist on doing'.

If you will stay out late, no wonder you are tired! (insist on staying out)

Supposing, otherwise
Supposing or suppose can replace if, mainly in everyday speech.
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Supposing you won the football pools, what would you do?

Otherwise means 'or if not'. It can go at the beginning or end of the sentence.
If you hadn't given us directions, we wouldn't have found the house.

Thanks for your directions to the house. We wouldn't have found it otherwise.

But for

But for can replace if not. It is used in formal language, and must be followed
by a noun form.

If you hadn't helped us, we would have been in trouble.

But for your help, we would have been in trouble.

If so/if not
These can refer to a sentence understood but not stated.
There is a possibility that Jack will be late. If so, I will take his place.

Colloquial omission of if
An imperative can be used instead of an if clause in everyday speech.
Sit down, and I'll make us a cup of tea. (If you sit down ...)

If and adjectives

In expressions such as if it is necessary/possible it is possible to omit the
verb be.

If interested, apply within.

If necessary, take a taxi.

 Formally if can mean although, usually as if+ adjective.

The room was well-furnished, if a little badly decorated.

Exercises
1. Put each verb in brackets into an appropriate verb form.
a) Now we're lost! If you (write down) Mary’s directions, this (not/happen).
b) Why don't we emigrate? If we (live) in Australia, at least the weather (be)
better!
¢) I'm afraid that Smith is a hardened criminal. If we (not/punish) him this time, he
(only/commit) more crimes.
d) Thanks to Dr Jones, I'm still alive! If it (not/be) for her, I (be) dead for certain.
e) I'm sorry I can't lend you any money. You know that if I (have) it, I (Iend) it to
you.
f) Don't be afraid. If you (touch) the dog, it (not/bite).
g) In those days, if you (have) a job, you (be) lucky.
h) It's always the same! If I (decide) to leave the office early, my boss (call) me
after I've left!
1) What a terrible thing to happen! Just think, if we (not/miss) the plane, we
(kill) in the crash.
J) Did you enjoy your meal? If you (finish) eating, I (clear away) the plates.
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2. Decide whether each sentence is grammatically possible or not.
a) If you haven't received a letter yet, you haven't got the job.

b) If it isn't for David, we are missing the bus

c) If it's raining, we go to the pub on the corner instead

d) If you didn't lend us the money, we would have gone to the bank
e) If you should happen to change your mind, drop me a line

f) If it wasn't for the rain, we would have been home by now.

g) If you will drive so fast, no wonder the police keep stopping you
h) If I knew you were coming, I would have met you at the airport
1) But for you helped us, we would have taken much longer

J) If Jack joins the team, I'm leaving

3. Match the if-clause with the corresponding result clause.

1) If you'd told me you were coming...
a) I can get some food in.
b) I'd have found us something to eat.
¢) I made a lovely dish.

2) If you're too 1ll to come...
a) I'll come over and see you.
b) I wouldn't have done all this for you.
c) I asked someone else.

3) If I'd known you weren't coming...
a) I wouldn't be very upset.
b) I would like to know why.
¢) I wouldn't have gone to so much trouble.

4) If you're not coming...
a) perhaps you'd have the courtesy to
tell me.
b) we'd never have met.
c) you'd be so lucky.

5) If only you'd come...
a) I'll be the happiest girl alive.
b) I'd have had a lovely time.
¢) I would look forward to it.

6) If you do decide to come...
a) the party's always a success.
b) I won't be coming either.
¢) let me know.
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7) If you really don't want to come...
a) I'll understand.
b) I can't be sure.
¢) tell me tomorrow.

4. Complete each sentence with a phrase containing the verb in brackets in an
appropriate form so that the sentences made sense.

a) If I (say) ‘Ilove you’, what would you do?

b) If it (rain) I would have gone out for a walk.

c) If you'd told me it was a surprise party, I (say) anything to Uncle Dave!
d) Thanks for your help with the garden; I (do) otherwise.

e) If only Mick had come to the party, then we (have) a great time!

f) If I (pay) the phone bill today, the phone will be cut off.

g) If I (had) your tools, I wouldn't have been able to fix the car.

h) Those wires look a bit dangerous; (touch) if I were you.

1) If (be) the goalkeeper's heroics, we would have lost the match.

5. Rewrite each sentence three times so that it contains the word in capitals.
a) We won't go away if the weather is bad.

UNLESS

ONLY

STAY

b) If you hurry up you won't be late.

DON'T

OR

WANT

c) If they offered you the job, would you accept?
WERE TO

SHOULD

HAPPENED

d) Without your help, I would have given up years ago.
HADN'T BEEN

BUT

HADN'T HELPED

e) I'll lend you the money on condition that you pay it back next week.
PROVIDED

LONG

ONLY

6. Complete the text by writing one word in each space.

‘ but, unless, in, do, unable, condition, not, find/land, have (x2) ‘

Mr Jeffries, I have decided against a prison sentence in your case. You may walk
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free from this court on (1) that you report to Chesham police station every Friday
for the next six months. Should you fail to (2) so, you will be given one warning;
and if you persist (3) failing to meet this obligation, you will return to this

court for a harsher sentence. (4) you can present good reason why you were unable
to report to the station, you will (5) yourself in severe trouble. If you are (6) to
attend because of illness, please note that a medical certificate must be produced,
signed by your doctor, proving your state of health. You should realise that (7) for
your previous good conduct, I would (8) had no hesitation in imposing a prison
sentence. And I shall not forget that if your friend had (9) intervened in the fight,
you might (10) seriously injured the defendant.

7. Complete the second sentence so that it has a similar meaning to the first
sentence, using the word given. Do not change the word given.

a) I didn't have the money so I didn't buy a new suit.

would

I a new suit.

b) If you are in London by any chance, come and see me.

happen

Ifyou ...ccoovvvveeennene, come and see me.

c) If you insist on doing everything yourself, of course you'll feel tired!
will

If yoU...ovvoiiiieiieeee, , of course you'll feel tired!
d) Please take a seat, and I'll inquire for you.

will

If you...ooooouvvveenneen. , I'll inquire for you.

e) If you do the shopping, I'll cook lunch.

and

YOU..ooiiiiiieeeiiieeeeees I'll cook lunch.

f) If Pauline hadn't been interested, the project would have been abandoned.
interest

But .cvveeeiiiieee the project would have been

abandoned.

g) The fire was brought under control thanks to the night-watchman.

for

Ifithadn't ...cccoovveiiiiiiiee, got out of control.

h) Dick is in prison because a detective recognised him.
if

Dick wouldn't ......ccccveviviiiiiiiiiiiiiees recognised him.
1) I am not tall enough to reach the shelf.

taller

I L, reach the shelf.

J) But for Helen acting so wonderfully, the play would be a flop.
wonderful
 § 5 L APPSR the play would be a flop.
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k) It won't make any difference if City score first; United will still win.
even

United ..cvvvveeeiiiieeeeeeeiieeeen City score first.

1) Getting up early makes me feel hungry.

get

If e, makes me feel hungry.

8. Using the notes as a guide, complete the letter. Use one or two words in each
space. The words you need do not occur in the notes.

YELLOW BRICK ROAD RECORD COMPANY

MEMO

Brian, tell Carter's again that their account must be paid.

If they don't pay in ten days we're going to have to go to the law.

If they're in financial trouble, they can get in touch with our Finance Dept.
If they pay up we can keep their account open.

If they don't we shall, if we really have to, close their account.

If they have settled the account already, say sorry for this letter.

Credit Controller

Carter's Record Store

Dear Sir/Madam,

We would like to (1)___ you that your account is two months overdue. On the
basis of our goodwill, we are prepared to allow you another ten days to settle your
account. However, if you (2)___ to pay your outstanding bills within ten days you
(3)__ us with no alternative but to take legal action. That is, (4)___ we receive
full payment by 20 March, we (5)___ steps to reclaim our money, plus
compensation costs. (6)___ you be experiencing financial difficulties, please
contact our Finance Department. (7)___ that you settle your account within the
specified time period, we (8)___ happy to continue to do business with you.
However, we will, if (9) , take the regrettable step of closing your account. We
are sorry that the situation has come to this, but if you had paid your bills over the
last two months, we would not be in this position now.

You (10)___ have settled your account in the last two days; if so, please accept our
apologies for this letter.

Yours faithfully,

Brian Eccles

Customer Services

Yellow Brick Road Record Company

Other Structures With Conditional Verb Phrases

It's time, it's high time
These are followed by past simple or continuous, though the time referred to is

63



unreal.
It's time we left. It's high time I was going.

* Present/future time

Notice the past verb forms after wish. These are wishes where you want to change
a present/future state.

I wish I had a motorbike. (I don't have one now.)

I wish you weren't leaving. (You are leaving.)

I wish I was going on holiday with you next week. (I am not going.)

e (I wish I) would

Would is used when the speaker wants somebody or something else to change.
I wish he would change his mind and marry Jane.

I wish it would stop raining.

The use with would is often used to describe an annoying habit.

I wish you wouldn't make such a mess.

* Past time

As with present wishes, the verb form after wish is one stage further back in
the past. These are wishes referring to a past event, which cannot be
changed.

I wish I hadn't eaten so much.

This use of wish is common after if only to express regrets.

* Hope

Wishes about simple future events are expressed with hope.

I hope it doesn't (won't) rain tomorrow.

I hope you('ll) have a lovely time in Portugal (on your holiday next week).

* ['d rather is followed by past verb forms in the same way as wishes about the
present. It expresses preference about actions.

1'd rather you didn't smoke in here.

Both I'd rather and 1'd sooner are used with normal verb forms when
comparing nouns or phrases.

1'd rather be a sailor than a soldier, (present)

1'd rather have lived in Ancient Greece than Ancient Rome, (past)

I'd rather/I prefer (followed by a clause)

I'd prefer can be used in the same way, but note that prefer in this type of
sentence has an object it.

1'd prefer it if you didn't go.

However, I'd prefer is not followed by an unreal verb form in other situations.
1'd prefer tea to coffee.
1'd prefer you to go swimming (rather than go jogging).
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Real and unreal

The verb form here depends on whether the situation is true or unreal.
You look as if you're having second thoughts. (True. He is having second
thoughts.)

He acts as if he were in charge. (Unreal. He isn't in charge.)

1 feel as if an express train had hit me. (It didn't hit me.)

Note however, that the more colloquial /ike does not require this verb form
change. Compare:

You look like you've just seen a ghost

You look as if you'd just seen a ghost.

Understood conditions

The conditional part of these sentences is often understood but not stated.
Imagine we won the pools!

Suppose someone told you that I was a spy!

Imagine we'd never met! (we have met)

As with conditional sentences, if the event referred to is a real possibility, rather
than imaginary, a present verb form is possible:
Suppose it starts raining, what'll we do?

* Insisting, demanding etc

After verbs such as demand, insist, suggest, require which involve an implied
obligation, the subjunctive may be used in formal style. This has only one
form, that of the infinitive, and there is no third person -s or past form. The
verb be has be for all forms.

They demanded that he leave at once.

The school Principal suggested that he be awarded a scholarship.

* Less formal usage
Less formally, should can be used, and colloquially no verb form change is
made, or an infinitive construction is used.
They demanded that he should leave.
They demanded that he left, (informal)
These are fixed expressions all using subjunctive. Typical expressions are:
God save the Queen!
Be that as it may ...
Come what may ...
Exercises

1. Underline either hope or wish in each sentence.
a) I hope/wish I'll see you again soon.
b) I hope/wish the weather improves soon.
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c) I hope/wish I knew the answer.

d) I hope/wish you didn't have to go.

e) I hope/wish you'd stop shouting so much.
f) I hope/wish nothing goes wrong.

g) I hope/wish it would stop raining.

h) I hope/wish you can come to my party.

1) I hope/wish you don't mind.

J) I hope/wish we could meet next week.

2. Complete each second sentence so that the meaning is similar to the first
sentence.

a) I wish you were a bit tidier.

I wish you would

b) I wish you were more interested in your school work.
I wish you would

c¢) I wish I spoke more languages.

I wish I could

d) I wish I had enough money to buy a car.

I wish I could

e) I wish they had more chess books in the library.

I wish the library would

f) I wish there was some soap in the bathroom.

I wish the cleaners would

g) I just wish my partner was a bit more romantic!

I just wish my partner would

3. Put each verb in brackets into an appropriate verb form.
a) You are lucky going to Italy. I wish I (go) with you.

b) It's high time you (start) working seriously.

¢) I wish I (spend) more time swimming last summer.

d) Helen is bossy. She acts as if she (own) the place.

e) I wish you (not/keep) coming late to class.

f) Suppose a complete stranger (leave) you a lot of money
in their will!

g) I wish I (go) to your party after all.

h) I'd rather you (sit) next to Susan, please.

1) The government demanded that the ambassador (be)
recalled,

4, Correct the error(s) in each sentence.

a) I'd rather you (not/watch) television while I'm reading.
a) I wish I bought that old house.

b) I'd rather you don't eat all the bread

c) It's time I go
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d) I wish I own a motorbike

e) I wish we are not leaving in the morning

f) Sue would rather reading than watching television.
g) Come what comes, I'll be on your side

h) I hope it would stop raining

1) I'd prefer if you didn't wait

J) I wish I didn't listen to you before

5. Complete the second sentence so that it has a similar meaning to the first
sentence, using the word given. Do not change the word given.

Do you ever regret not going to university?
wish
Do you ever wish you had gone to university?

I should really be going home now.

time

It's home now.

c¢) I'd rather not go by plane.

prefer

I'd go by plane.

d) Jack doesn't know all the answers, though he pretends to.
acts

Jack all the answers.

e) I'd love to be able to go with you to the opera.

wish

I go with you to the opera.

f) I wish I hadn't sold that old painting.

pity

It's that old painting.

g) I'd rather you didn't stay long at the party.

better

It stay long at the party.

h) The management said it was important for us to wear dark suits to the
meeting.

insisted

The management dark suits to the meeting.
1) I've had enough of your constant complaining!

wish

I complaining all the time!

J) I'd love to be sitting on a beach in Turkey right now!
wish

I on a beach in Turkey right now!
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6. Complete each sentence with a suitable word or phrase.
a) I wish you making so much noise late at night!

b) I'd rather the children on the television without permission.
c¢) Suppose half the money I owe you. Would that satisfy
you?

d) I hope get into trouble on my account. What do you

think they'll say?

e) This is an awful hotel. I wish we to the Grand instead.

f) It is absolutely you contact head office in advance.

g) I think it's high time we locking all the windows at night.
h) Would you rather I the lunch, if you feel tired?

1) I wish my car as fast as yours.

J) I'd prefer you smoke in here, if you don't mind.

7. Complete the letter by writing one word in each space. A contraction (don't)
counts as one word.

Dear Tom,

Well, this time next week you'll be somewhere in Europe on a train. I'm sure

any mum would worry! Actually, you're very lucky. I'd love to (1) ... able to go off
around the world. I often wish I (2) travelled more when I was younger. I really
hope you (3) yourself, but do be careful, won't you? You're only 18 after all. Do
take care with your money, won't you? And I'd rather you (4) spend too many
nights in your tent alone. It's so dangerous. I suggest you only (5) your tent in a
proper camp site. I wish you (6) going quite so soon. It's a pity you (7) stay until
after Dad's 50th birthday. But never mind. I wish Dad (8) be at the airport to see
you off, but he's got some really important business that day. Suppose we (9) out to
see you in June?!! ... Just a thought.

Anyway, just remember, if you get into any trouble, we're only a phone call away,
and come what (10), we'll always be there for you.

Love, Mum

Mixed Structures With Conditional Clauses
It is important to realise that if-clauses and conditional verb phrases are not only
used in the three conditional structures we have studied.

It is possible for the two parts of a conditional sentence to refer to different times,
and the resulting sentence is a "mixed conditional" sentence. There are two types

of mixed conditional sentence.

PRESENT RESULT OF A PAST CONDITION
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FORM
In this type of mixed conditional sentence, the tense in the 'if' clause is the past
perfect, and the tense in the main clause is the present conditional.

If clause (condition) Main clause (result)
If + past perfect present conditional
If this thing had happened that thing would happen.

As in all conditional sentences, the order of the clauses is not fixed. You may have
to rearrange the pronouns and adjust punctuation when you change the order of the
clauses, but the meaning is identical.

EXAMPLES

If I had worked harder at school, I would have a better job now.
I would have a better job now if I had worked harder at school.
If we had looked at the map we wouldn't be lost.

We wouldn't be lost if we had looked at the map.

If you had caught that plane you would be dead now.

You would be dead now if you had caught that plane.

FUNCTION

This type of mixed conditional refers to an unreal past condition and its probable
result in the present. These sentences express a situation which is contrary to
reality both in the past and in the present. In these mixed conditional sentences, the
time is the past in the "if" clause and in the presentin the main clause.
EXAMPLES

If I had studied I would have my driving license. (but I didn't study and now I don't
have my license)

I would be a millionaire now if I had taken that job. (but I didn't take the job and
I'm not a millionaire)

EXAMPLES

If you had crashed the car, you might be in trouble.

I could be a millionaire now if I had invested in ABC Plumbing.
If I had learned to ski, I might be on the slopes right now.

PAST RESULT OF PRESENT OR CONTINUING CONDITION

FORM

In this second type of mixed conditional sentence, the tense in the 'if' clause is the
simple past, and the tense in the main clause is the perfect conditional.

If clause (condition) Main clause (result)

If + simple past perfect conditional
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If clause (condition) Main clause (result)

If this thing happened that thing would have happened.

As in all conditional sentences, the order of the clauses is not fixed. You may have
to rearrange the pronouns and adjust punctuation when you change the order of the
clauses, but the meaning is identical.

EXAMPLES
If we didn't trust him we would have sacked him months ago.
We would have sacked him months ago if we didn't trust him.

FUNCTION

These mixed conditional sentences refer to an unreal present situation and its
probable (but unreal) pas result. In these mixed conditional sentences, the time in
the if clause is now or always and the time in the main clause is before now. For
example, "If I wasn't afraid of spiders" is contrary to present reality. I am afraid of
spiders. "I would have picked it up" is contrary to past reality. I didn't pick it up.

EXAMPLES

If she wasn't afraid of flying she wouldn't have travelled by boat.
I'd have been able to translate the letter if my Italian was better.
If T was a good cook, I'd have invited them to lunch.

Conditionals with Imperatives and Modals

Though the basic conditional structures discussed above are useful structures to
practice, students sometimes think that these are the only possibilities, and become
confused when they meet sentences like If he didn’t phone this morning, then I'm
probably away.

In conditional sentences that express true, factual ideas in the present/future, the
result clause has various possible verb forms. Besides the forms mentioned above,
a result clause verb can be

* a modal or a phrasal modal such as should, might, can, be going to (see
examples 1-6 below)

* an imperative verb (see examples 5-6 below)

Sometimes should is used in an if-clause. It indicates a little more uncertainty than
the use of the simple present, but basically the meaning of examples (5) and (6) is
the same.
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Examples:

(1) If it rains, we should stay home.

(2) If it rains, I might decide to stay home.

(3) If it rains, we can’t go.

(4) If it rains, we’re going to stay home.

(5) If anyone calls, please take a message.

(6) If anyone should call, please take a message.

1. Identify the result clause in the following sentences and say what verb form is
used in it. Translate the sentences into Russian.

1. I think, if he wouldn't mind, I should rather like him to spare me five minutes.
(Snow) 2. Jeff wished to suggest that it might be best if he went back to Lord's
Creek. (Caldwell) 3. It would be worse than before if I should lose you now.
(Greene) 4. My shirt and trousers, stained with heat, dew, grass, and the Kentish
soil on which I had slept — and torn besides — might have frightened the birds
from my aunt's garden as I stood at the gate. (Dickens) 5. If he’d run a bit faster, he
could have won. 6. I Should tell your son to keep away from him if I were you. (A.
Wilson) 7. If I had gone overseas, instead of him, I might have learned something
and been somebody. (Baum) 8. If he didn’t call me, then I’'m not going to call him.

IF+Will: NO CONDITION
Result
If + will can be used to mean ‘if this will be the later result’. Compare:
We’ll go home now if you get the car. (condition)
We’ll go home now if it will make you feel better. (result)]

‘If it is true that...’
If + will can be used to mean ‘If we know now that...”: If Jane won’t be here on
Friday, we’d better cancel the meeting.

Polite requests

if + will can be used in polite requests. There’s no condition in such sentences, and
will is NOT a future auxiliary. For example, If you will come this way, I'll show
you your room means the same as Please come this way, and I'll show you your
room.

Reported Yes/No questions about Future

Yes/No questions are reported with if or whether + will. In reported questions, that
are often aimed at getting some information about future, the word order is direct
— the subject comes before the verb:

I don’t know if / whether I’ll be ready in time. (NOT ...if I'm ready in time.)
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1. Choose the correct option and explain why you have chosen it. Translate the
sentences into Russian.

1. I don’t know if the conservatives will win / win the election. 2. If you think this
will make / makes him change his mind about the matter, you're naive. If you won’t
/ don’t panic, you will manage it. I’'m afraid I can’t tell you now if I will be free /
am free at this time tomorrow. Let’s do it if you think that will work / works this
time. If Ted will buy / buys the drinks, I am not going to the shop. If you will fill /
fill in this form, I’'ll prepare your ticket. She will succeed / succeeds if she won’t
give up / doesn’t give up. You are sadly mistaken if you think this will convince /
convinces us to go outside in the rain. If she will pass/passes the exam, she Il be /
is very happy. I wonder if he ‘Il be / is there by four o’clock. You will feel / feel
sick if you will eat / eat all of that cake. She asks if you will go/ there next time. In
fact, you can even dress up a bit more if you think that will cheer you up / cheers
you up. It I will be / am late, I’'ll give you a call.

Learning Conditionals Through Texts
1. Complete the text with the phrases from the box.

Murder on the Orient Express?

become friends (x2), find you (x2), fall in love with her x2), invite you to my
house in Venice (x2), start talking, meet my beautiful daughter, Nicoletta (x2),
run away together (x2)

A young American was travelling to Venice on the Orient Express. It was a long
journey, and he was bored. Sitting opposite him there was an Italian man. He was
about 50 years old. He had an English newspaper on the seat next to him.

— Excuse me, — the American said. Can I borrow your newspaper?

— No. — said the Italian. — I'm sorry. You can't.

— Why not? — asked the American.

— Well, — said the Italian, — it's quite simple:

If we , we'll

If we , T

If I , you'll

If you meet Nicoletta, you'll
If you , you'll
If you , T

IfI , T

So that's why I won't lend you my newspaper.

2. Now write a similar stoty yourself.
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3. Translate the fairy tale into English, using conditionals.

Cectpsl 3onymiku (Cinderella) oOpatanuch ¢ HElO Tak, CIOBHO OHA ObLiIa UX
cayxaHkol. «Kak »xaib, 4TO s HE MOry yroauTh (to please) cectpam, — He pa3
aymaina 3onyika.— Jlaxe eciu s ctaparoch W30 Bcex cuil (try my best), oHU Bce
paBHO Bcerna HeoBoIbHBI (to find fault with somebody)».

Opnaxnapl ObUTO OOBSBIEHO (t0O announce), YTO B KOPOJEBCKOM JBOPIIE
JOJKEH COCTOATbCs OonbIioN 6an. Bcem oueHb xoTenoch moitu Tyaa. CecTpsl
3onymiku ObUTHM TPUTIIANIEHBI, HO 30JyIIKa TaK W HE TOJydYnsia MPUTIIANICHUS.
«Kaxk xanb, 9T0 MeHs He mpuriacwm! — aymana OemHas AeBymka. — Kak Obl s
xotena yBuaeTh FOnoro Ilpunna! Kak oH, momkHOo OBITH, KpacuB! A dTo, eciu s
MOTIPOIITY cecTep B3sATh MeHs Ha Oan? Her, Gecnone3Ho gaxke u mbitatbes. OHU
MEHS HE BO3bMYT, XOTS OBl 1 yMOJISIJIa UX 00 3TOM IIEIIBIA IEHb».

Hakonen HacTynui JiIeHb, KOTJIa cecTpbl 30JYIIKH JOJDKHBI OBbLIU MOeXaTh
Ha Oan. 3oJylIKe MPUIUIOCh MHOTO paboTaTh, MPUYECHIBAs CECTEp U CTApasCh
cIeNaTh UX Kak MOXKHO KpacuBee. BeuepoM cecTphbl yexanu, u 30/1ylIKka ocTajlach
onHa. «Kakue onu cuactiuBeie, — Aymana 3o0Jylika, cuas y kamuHa. — Eciu Obl
y MeHs ObUIO KpacHBOE IIIaThe, sl Obl TOKE MOrJjia moexarb Ha 6am». B 3Ty MUHyTy
MOSIBUJIACh €€ KpecTHas MaTh M CKazaya: «Y TeOs OyJaeT KpacuBoe IiaThe. Tl
noients Ha 6ai. Ho moMHM: kak Obl T HU Becemiach (to enjoy oneself),

Thl HE JOJDKHA OCTaBaTbCs BO JBOpIE mMoclie MnoiayHoun. Eciu Tel 4yTh
3amenikaemibest (linger for a little while), TBoe miaThke CHOBa CTaHET CTapbIM,
KapeTa NpeBPaTUTHCA B THIKBY, & KYYEPHI - B KPBIC».

3oJiylIka B CBOEM MPEJIECTHOM IUIAThe, KOTOPOE TOYHO (BBIMJISAEIO Tak,
CJIOBHO) OBLJIO COTKAHO W3 JIYHHBIX JIydel (moonbeams), Bomiia (to step) B KapeTy.
OHa HUKOTJIa HE BHJEJIa TaKOoil KpacuBOW KapeThl. UTO KacaeTcs Kyuyepa, TO OH
OB IPOCTO BEJIMKOJICTIEH; OH TOYHO (BBITJISAEN TaK, CIIOBHO) HUKOI/Ia U HE ObLI
kpbicoii. Korga 3omyiika npuexana Bo IBOpEL, KOPOJb MOIyMal, YTO 3TO, AOJKHO
ObITh, KaKas-TO MHOCTpaHHas mpuHiecca. OHa Jepkana celsi Tak, CIOBHO BCHO
KU3Hb MMPOXKUIIA B KOPOJEBCKOM JABOpIIE. 301ylIKa 3a0bu1a MPUKa3aHUEe KPECTHOU
MaTepy U ocTajach Ha Oany mocie noiyHoud. EnBa oHa ycmena BbIOEXaTh U3
JIBOpIIA, KaK CHOBA MIpeBpaTHiiach B OeHYIO 30JYIIKY.

«Kak xajp, 94To 5 HE MmociyIiianach Moel 100poit kpecTHor MaTepu. Eciu Obl 51 He
ocTajlach BO JBOPIIE MOCJIE TOJyHOUH, s OBl ceiiuac exana (to drive) B kapete B
CBOEM MPEJIECTHOM ILIAThE».

FOns1it Ilpuniy Bcrogy uckan 307yUIKy, HO €€ HHUTJEe Heb3sd ObLIO HAMTH.
«['me moxer ObITh 3Ta MpeKpacHas npuHiecca? — ayman oH. — Kak Obl 51 xoTen
HaliTu ee! Heyxenu oHa moTepsiHa 111 MeHs1 HaBceraa (to be lost to somebody)?».

[Tpun1y mpukaszan, 9ToObl BCE JEBYIIKKM B TOpojae mpumepuiu (to try on)
XpycTalnbHbld Oammauok (glass slipper), kotopwiii motepsiia 3omaymika. OH
00BSIBUJII BCEM MOJIJTAHHBIM KOpPOJIEBCTBA: «Eciu Oammavok NMpuaeTcs ACBYIIKE
BIIOPY, A JKEHIOCh Ha Hei!» MHorme JeByIIKM CTapaluch HaAETh OalIMayox,
yToOBl BbIMTH 3aMyx 3a HOnHoro Ilpunna. Korpa npuiia odepens 30iylIKd
npUMEPSITH 0allIMaYyOK, CECTPhI CTAlI CMEAThCs Hall Heto. Ho Oammavok Hazaencs
Ha HOTy 30JIYIIKU C BeJnyauiien JerkocTeto (to slip on with the greatest ease), u k
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cBoeMy yxacy (dismay) cecTpbl y3HAJIM B JEBYIIKE IMPEKPACHYIO MPHHIIECCY,
KOTOPYI0O OHU BHaenun Ha Oamy. OHM TOXajelw, YTO IUIOXO OOpallajuch ¢
30JTyLIKOM.

Learning Conditionals Through Songs

1st Conditional
1. Listen to the song and discuss the use of the 1st conditional.
2. Describe the character of the author of the song as you imagine it. Give

examples from the song to prove your descripton.
3. Practice singing the song.
COUNT ON ME

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mGt3g6H4-kQ

Bruno Mars

Oh uh-huh

If you ever find yourself stuck in the middle of the sea,
I'll sail the world to find you.

If you ever find yourself lost in the dark and you can't see,
I'll be the light to guide you.

We find out what we're made of
When we are called to help our friends in need.

[Chorus:]

You can count on me like 1, 2, 3

I'll be there,

And I know when I need it.

I can count on you like 4, 3, 2,

And you'll be there

'Cause that's what friends are supposed to do, oh yeah
Ooo0000h, oooohhh yeah, yeah.

If you're tossin' and you're turnin',

And you just can't fall asleep,

I'll sing a song beside you,

And if you ever forget how much you really mean to me,
Every day I will remind you.

Oooh
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We find out what we're made of
When we are called to help our friends in need.

[Chorus:]

You can count on me like 1, 2, 3,

I'll be there,

And I know when I need it.

I can count on you like 4, 3, 2,

And you'll be there

'Cause that's what friends are supposed to do, oh yeah
Oooo00h, oooohhh yeah, yeah.

You'll always have my shoulder when you cry.
I'll never let go, never say goodbye.
You know...

[Chorus:]

You can count on me like 1, 2, 3,

I'll be there,

And I know when I need it.

I can count on you like 4, 3, 2,

And you'll be there

'Cause that's what friends are supposed to do, oh yeah
0Oo00000h, oooohhh.

You can count on me 'cause I can count on you.

2nd Conditional
Listen to the song and discuss the use of the 2nd conditional. Practice singing the
song.

IF I HAD A MILLION DOLLARS
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J XdFTh1yX2c

If I had a million dollars,

(If I had a million dollars,)
Well, I’d buy you a house.
(I would buy you a house.)

And if I had a million dollars,

(If I had a million dollars,)

I’d buy you furniture for your house,
(Maybe a nice chesterfield or an ottoman.)

And if I had a million dollars,
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(If I had a million dollars,)

Well, I’d buy you a K-Car.

(A nice reliant automobile.)

And if I had a million dollars, I’d buy your love.

If I had a million dollars,

(I’d build a tree-fort in our yard.)

If I had a million dollars,

(You could help it wouldn’t be that hard.)

If I had a million dollars,
(Maybe we could put a little tiny fridge
In there somewhere.)

We could just go up there and hang out.
(Like open the fridge and stuff,

And there’d all be foods laid out for us
Like little pre-wrapped sausages and things
They have pre-wrapped sausages

But they don’t have pre-wrapped bacon)
Well, can you blame them? (Yeah!)

If I had a million dollars,

(If I had a million dollars,)

Well, I’d buy you a fur a coat.

(But not a real fur coat, that’s cruel)

And if I had a million dollars,
(If I had a million dollars,)
Well, I’d buy you an exotic pet.
(Yep, like a lama or an emu.)

And if I had a million dollars,

(If I had a million dollars,)

Well, I'd buy you John Merrick’s remains.
(Ooh all them crazy elephant bones.)

And if I had a million dollars I’d buy your love.

If I had a million dollars,
(We wouldn’t have to walk to the store.)

If I had a million dollars,
(We’d take a Limousine ’cause it costs more.)

If I had a million dollars,
(We wouldn’t have to eat Kraft dinner.)



But we would eat Kraft dinner

(Of course we would, we’d just eat more.)
And buy really expensive ketchups with it.
(That’s right, all the fanciest - Dijon ketchups.)

If I had a million dollars,

(If I had a million dollars)

Well, I’d buy you a green dress.

(But not a real green dress, that’s cruel.)

And if I had a million dollars,
(If I had a million dollars,)

Well, I’d buy you some art.
(A Picasso or a Garfunkel.)

If I had a million dollars,

(If I had a million dollars)

Well, I’d buy you a monkey.

(Haven’t you always wanted a monkey?)

If I had a million dollars, I’d buy your love.

If I had a million dollars,
(If I had a million dollars,)
If I had a million dollars,
(If I had a million dollars,)
If I had a million dollars,
I'd be rich.

3rd Conditional

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gMTMX2ssOWw
THIRD CONDITIONAL SONG

Listen to the song and complete the lyrics. Discuss the use of the 3rd conditional.
Practice singing the song.

If I hadn’t gone to the , I would have never met you.

If I hadnt met you, I wouldn't have in love with you.

If I hadn’t fallen in love with you, I wouldnt have written this :

If T hadn’t this letter, you would have never learnt about my love.
But now you know that I you so that I will do for you.
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If you had ,  would have felt so happy.

If you had me, [ would have been chatty.
If you had gone out with me, I would have done for you.
But you never did Although you know that I
that I will do for you.
4. Answer the questions:

1. Is the singer in love with the girl?

2. Where did he meet her?

3. What did he do after he met her?

4. Did she answer his letter?

5. Did she phone him?

6. Did she go out with him?

7. What did he do for her?

Get prepared for a test on the conditionals.

you so
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