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9.6 The simple past perfect and past perfect progressive tenses 

Write: Supply the present perfect progressive or the past perfect progressive tenses. Show where both are 

possible.

I was tired. I all day. (dig)

We for your call all evening. (wait) 

How long there? (you wait) 

I there since 6 o'clock. (stand) 

She English for five years before she visited Canada. (study) 

It started raining last Monday and it ever since. (rain)

I to the firm regularly for a month before, but they still hadn't answered. (write) 

They me about it every day for the past week. (ring)

I knew you -How did you know? - Your hair was covered with paint! (paint) 

You were out of breath when you came in this morning. (you run) 

The simple past perfect and past perfect progressive compared
LEG

Study: The past perfect progressive can tell us that an action was uncompleted then:

WhenIgot home, I found that Jill had been painting her room. [compare

The simple past perfect can tell us that an action was completed then: 

Write: Supply the simple past perfect or the past perfect progressive. 

1 for the party that evening and by 8 o'clock we still weren't ready. (cook) 

John a beautiful meal for his guests and they all enjoyed it. (prepare) 

I knew she the washing because the machine was still working when I got in. (do) 

I knew she the washing because when I got in she was ready to go out. (do)

By 10 o'clock the children their homework and were ready to go to bed. (do) 

The children their homework and by 10 o'clock they still hadn't finished. (do) 

Context

Put in the past perfect simple or progressive or the simple past. Give alternatives where possible. 

COOKING THE BOOKS?

Old Mr Williams was very concerned. He and his wife were pensioners and he

(spend) the whole morning looking for their pension books. He

(look) everywhere, but he (notbe able) to find them.

Meanwhile, his wife (be) busy. She (cook) all

morning. She (prepare) a delicious meal. She (make) 

SOUP, followed by a lovely pie, which she (bake) in

the oven. Mr Williams (always enjoy) his food, but he clearly wasn't 

enjoying his lunch. 'What's the matter, Tom?' his wife asked. Mr Williams (have to)

confess that he (lost) their pension books. 

know,' Mrs Williams (say) with a twinkle in her eye. got them'. 

'You've got them?' 'Yes - and guess where I (find) them!' Mr

Williams suddenly remembered. the oven! I them there for

safe-keeping.' He (smile) with relief as she (fish) 

them out of her apron pocket! 

He wasn't enjoying his
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