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Mood has in most cases disappeared. The place of the old Subjunc-
tive Mood was in a number of cases taken up by analytical forms
and modal phrases, i.e. combinations of modal verbs with the in-
finitive. It is this historical process that accounts for the great
variety of different forms expressing unreality in modern En-
glish.

As some of the forms expressing problematic or unreal actions
are modal phrases, it is necessary before describing the different
forms of unreality to treat modal verbs first.

§ 74. The speaker's attitude towards the action in the sentence
may be expressed in -different ways:

1) By one of the mood forms which serve, as has been said, to
show whether the action is represented as a real fact or as prob-
lematic, or unreal. This form of expression is found in every sen-
tence because it is indispensable to predication.

2) By modal verbs which represent an action as necessary or
unnecessary, possible or impossible, certain or doubtful and the
like. But modal verbs need not be used in every sentence and are,
therefore, to be regarded as an additional means of expressing the
speaker's attitude towards the action in the sentence.

3) By attitudinal adverbs such as certainly, perhaps, probably,
luckily, unfortunately, etc. (see also "Adverbs", § 2, 8). They ex
press different degrees of certainty on the part of the speaker or
the desirability of the action from his point of view.

Modal Verbs

§ 75. We find the following modal verbs in English: can, may,
must, ought, shall, should, will, need and dare. Besides, to have
and to be in some of their uses are also classed among modal
verbs.

A modal verb in combination with the infinitive forms a modal
compound predicate.

Modal verbs are defective verbs since they lack many forms
characteristic of regular verbs: they have no -s in the third per-
son singular in the present tense and no verbals, so they have no
analytical forms; some of them lack the form of the past tense.
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Modal verbs have the following peculiarities:

1) they are followed by the infinitive without the particle to
(with the exception of ought, to have and to be),

2) their interrogative and negative forms are built up without
the auxiliary do.

Most of the modal verbs have more than one meaning. Each of
their meanings is characterized by a specific usage.

1) Some of the meanings may be found in all kinds of sentenc
es; others occur only in affirmative or interrogative or negative
senfences;

2) Different meanings may be associated with different forms
of the infinitive — simple and perfect (both in the active and pas
sive forms), continuous and perfect continuous;

3) If the modal verbs have more than one form (can — could,
may — might, will — would, also the verbs to have and to be),
their different meanings are not necessarily found in all those
forms.

The use of modal verbs is in most cases independent of the
structure of the sentence: the use of this or that modal verb is de-
termined by the attitude of the speaker towards the facts con-
tained in the sentence. In this case we may speak of the free or in-
dependent use of modal verbs.

e.g. He admires you. He thinks you're a little beauty. Perhaps I
oughtn't to have told you that. He may
be in the hall now, waiting for me.

But sometimes the use of certain modal verbs depends on the
structure of the sentence, mainly on the type of the subordinate
clause, and occasionally also on the lexical character of the predi-
cate verb in the principal clause. This may be called the structurally
dependent use of modal verbs.

e.g. It is obviously necessary that an investigation should be
made. Christine feared she might not be
met at all.

! As the difference between the active and the passive forms of the infinitive is of
no consequence for the meaning of the modal verb, there is no need to illustrate these
forms separately. However, instances where the differentiation between the active
and the passive infinitive is important, are dealt with specially.
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When the use of modal verbs is structurally dependent, their
meaning is sometimes weakened; in fact, it may be quite vague.
This may be accounted for by the fact that these verbs become
rather part of the structure than bearers of individual meaning.

It is important to take into account one more feature peculiar
to modal verbs. They all show that a certain action is represented
as necessary, possible, desirable, doubtful, etc. from the point of
view of the speaker. Consequently, modal verbs are generally used
in conversation: In past-time contexts they may be found only in
reported speech or thought. Thus You should have done it before,
or He might be wrong, or It must be true cannot be possibly found in
narration unless they are used after He thought that... . He said
that... . He knew that..., etc.

The only exceptions are the past tense forms could, would,
had, was and might which may be used not only in conversation
but also in narration.

e.g. Walker was illiterate and could not sign his name.
When I looked at her I saw tears in her eyes. So I had to tell
her the truth.

can

§ 76. The modal verb can has the following forms: can — the
present tense (e.g. He can speak English) and could — the past
tense. The form could is used in two ways: a) in past-time contexts
as a form of the Indicative Mood (e.g. He could speak English
when he was a child), b) in present-time contexts to express unre-
ality, or as a milder and more polite form of can, or as a form
implying more uncertainty than can (e.g. He could speak English
if necessary. Could I help you? Could it be true?) Compare with
the Russian moe 6vi: On moe 6wt coenamsv 3mo, eciau Ovl y He2o
ovi10 epemsi (unreality). He moe 6v1 st 6am nomous? (politeness) He-
yorcenu on Moz 6vl max ckazamu? (Uncertainty).

§ 77. Can has the following meanings: 1)
ability, capability,

e.g. I can imagine how angry he is.
He can read a little French.
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This meaning may also be expressed by to be able. The phrase
can be used in all tense-forms if necessary.'

In the meaning of ability and capability can occurs in all kinds
of sentences.

e.g. She can play a few simple tunes on the piano.
Can you write with your left hand? I cannot
(can't) promise you anything.

In this case can is followed by the simple infinitive (see the ex-
amples above) and reference is made to the present. But depending
on the context it may also refer to the future.

e.g. We can discuss your paper after lunch.

However, if the time reference is not clear from the context or
if it is necessary to stress that the action refers to the future,
shall/will be able is used.

e.g. He will be able to write to us from Portugal.
I shall be able to earn my own living soon.

The form could may be used in past-time contexts and in this
case it is followed by a simple infinitive. It is a form of the Indica-
tive Mood here.

e.g. He could read a great deal during the holidays.
Could the boy read before he went to school?
After what had happened I couldn't trust him.

The form could may also be used in present-time contexts in
combination with the simple infinitive to express unreality with
reference to the present or future.

e.g. "l don't want my daughter to be a typist." "Why not? She could
be secretary to some interesting man." (moriia Ob1 ObITB) YOUu
could articulate more distinctly with that cigarette out of
your mouth, (Mor ObI TOBOPUTE 00JIEE€ OTUYCTIIMBO)

As the form could may be used in two ways (see § 76) it is
usually understood as expressing unreality with reference to the
present or future unless there are indications of past time in the
sentence or in the context. Thus the sentence She could paint
landscapes will be understood as Ona moena 6v1. nucamo netizasxicu.
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If there is no indication of past time in the context but the speak-
er wishes to refer the action to the past, was/were able is used in-
stead of could to avoid ambiguity.

e.g. She was able to explain the mystery.

In combination with the perfect infinitive could indicates that
the action was not carried out in the past.

e.g. She could have explained the mistery. Ona moria 061 00bsIC-
HUTB ITY TaliHy, (HO HE OOBSCHHUIIA)

2) possibility due to circumstances,

e.g. You can see the forest through the other window.
We can use either the Present Perfect or the Present Perfect
Continuous in this sentence.

In this meaning can is found in all kinds of sentences. It is fol-
lowed by the simple infinitive and it refers the action to the
present or future.

¢.g. You can obtain a dog from the Dogs' Home at Battersea.
Can we use the indefinite article with this noun? We can't
use the indefinite article with this noun.

In past-time contexts the form could is used. It is followed by
the simple infinitive in this case.

e.g. You could see the forest through the other window before the
new block of houses was erected.

The form could in combination with the simple infinitive may
also express unreality with reference to the present or future.

e.g. You could see the house from here if it were not so dark.

In combination with the perfect infinitive, could indicates that
the action was not carried out in the past.

e.g. You could have seen the house from there if it had not been
so dark.

Note. When could is used with reference to the past it denotes only the ability
or possibility of performing an action but not the realization of the action. There-
fore when a realized or an unrealized action is expressed, could is naturally not
used. If an action was carried out in the past, it is expressed with the help of 7o
manage or to succeed (the latter is used in literary style).
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e.g. He managed to settle the difficulty.
He succeeded in attaining his aim.

If an action was not realized in the past it is expressed with the help of 7o fail,
or to manage and to succeed in the negative form.

e.g. He failed to reach the peak.
He did not manage to settle the difficulty.

Compare with the Russian: On moe (6vin cnocoben) nepenavims Boney 6 ono-
cmu. — In his youth he could swim across the Volga.

But: On cmoe nepennvimo Boney ¢ npowinom 2o0y. — He managed to swim
across the Volga last year. Also in: On ne moe (emy He yoanocs) nepenivimo Boaey
6 npownom 200y. — He failed (didn't manage) to swim across the Volga last year.

As for to be able, it may, depending on the lexical character of the infinitive
or the context, express either the ability or possibility of performing an action or
the realization of that action.

e.g. He was able to speak English well. (On Mor/ymen XopoIo roBOpHUTh IT0-aHIJIHHI-
CKH.)
He was able to get the book from the library. (On cMor goctaTh KHUTY B OMO-
JINOTEKE. )

3) permission,
e.g. You can take my umbrella.

Can in this meaning is found in affirmative sentences, inter-
rogative sentences in which a request is expressed, and in negative
sentences where it expresses prohibition.

Cf. You can use my car. Can I use
your car? You can't use my
car today.

In this meaning can is combined with the simple infinitive. The
form could with reference to the present is found only in
interrogative sentences in which it expresses a more polite request.

e.g. Could I use your car?

The form could is found in reported speech (i.e. in accordance
with the rules of the sequence of tenses).

e.g. He said that I could use his car.
He asked me if he could use my car.
4) uncertainty, doubt,
e.g. Can it be true?
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In this meaning can is found only in interrogative sentences
(in general questions). Besides, sentences of this kind are often
emotionally coloured and so their application is rather restricted.

Depending on the time reference, can in this meaning is used
in combination with different forms of the infinitive.

Thus, if reference is made to the present, the simple infinitive
is found with stative verbs.

e.g. Can he really be il1?
Can it be so late?

With dynamic verbs, the continuous infinitive is used.

e.g. Can she be telling lies?
Can he be making the investigation all alone?

Can in combination with the perfect infinitive refers the ac-
tion to the past.

e.g. Can he have said it?
Can she have told a lie?

The combination of can with the perfect infinitive may also
indicate an action begun in the past and continued into the mo-
ment of speaking. This is usually found with stative verbs.

e.g. Can she really have been at home all this time?

However, if can is followed by a dynamic verb the Perfect
Continuous infinitive is used.

e.g. Can she have been waiting for us so long?

Could with reference to the present is also used in this way,
implying more uncertainty.

e.g. Could it be true?
Could she be telling lies?
Could he have said it?
Could she have been waiting for us so long?

In Russian both variants, with can and could, are rendered in
the same way: Heyorcenu smo npasoa?, Heyocenu ona nocem? and
o on.
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5) improbability, e.g. It can't be true. (310 He MOXKET OBITH
npaBoi. Bpsin mu 910 Tak.)

In this meaning can is found only in negative sentences, which
are often emotionally coloured. Depending on the time reference,
this can is also used with different forms of the infinitive.

e.g. He can't be really ill.
She can't be telling lies. * He can't have said
it. She can't have been at home all this time.
She can't have been waiting for us so long.

Could is also used in this way making the statement less cate-
gorical.

e.g. It couldn't be true.
She couldn't be telling lies.
He couldn't have said it.
She couldn't have been at home all this time.
She couldn't have been waiting for us so long.

§ 78. Can and could followed by different forms of the infinitive,
are found in special questions where they are used for emotional co-
louring (for instance, to express puzzlement, impatience, etc.).

e.g. What can (could) he mean? What
can (could) he be doing? What can
(could) he have done? Where can
(could) he have gone to?

It can be rendered in Russian as: Ymo, cobcmeenno, on umeem
6 6uoy?

§ 79. As is seen from the above examples, the form could refer-
ring to the present is sometimes clearly opposed to can in that it
expresses unreality whereas can expresses reality. This may be ob-
served in the following meanings:

ability — He can speak English.
He could speak English if necessary.
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possibility due to circumstances —
You can get the book from the library.
You could get the book from the library if necessary.

In the other meanings, however, this difference between the
two forms is obliterated. Could is used either as a milder or more
polite form of can (a) or as a form implying more uncertainty
than can (b):

a) permission — Can I use your pen?

Could I use your pen? (more polite)
b) uncertainty, doubt, improbability —

Can it be true?

Could it be true? (less certain)

It can't be true.

It couldn't be true, (less certain)

$ 80. In addition to the above cases illustrating the inde-
pendent use of can, this modal verb occurs in adverbial clauses of
purpose, where it is structurally dependent (for a detailed treat-
ment of this use of can see "Verbs", § 143).

e.g. I'll leave the newspaper on the table so that he can see it at
once.

I left the newspaper on the table so that he could see it at
once.

§ 81. Note the following set phrases with can:
a) She can't help crying.
He couldn't help laughing.
/ can't help doing means ne mocy yoepoicamuvcst om... or He MO2y
He Oenamsb (4e2o-mo).

b) I can't but ask him about it.
They couldn't but refuse him.
/ can't but do something means (mMre) Huueeo Opyeoeo He ocma-
emcsl, Kax... .
¢) He can't possibly do it.
I couldn't possibly refuse him.
I can't (couldn't) possibly do means npocmo ne moey (ne moe)
coename... .
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may

§ 82. The. modal verb may has the following forms: may — the
Present tense (e.g. It may be true) and might — the Past tense.
The form might is used in two ways: a) in past-time contexts,
mainly in reported speech in accordance with the rules of the se-
quence of tenses (e.g. He told me that it might be true) and b) in
present-time contexts as a milder and more polite form of may, or
as a form implying more uncertainty than may (e.g. Might I come
and see you? It might be true), or to express unreality (e.g. He
might have fallen ill if he hadn't taken the pills).

§ 83. May has the following meanings: 1)
supposition implying uncertainty,

e.g. He may be busy getting ready for his trip.

In Russian this meaning is generally rendered by means of the
modal adverbs sozmoorcno and moscem Ovime.

In English this meaning may also be rendered by means of the
attitudinal adverbs perhaps and maybe.

In the meaning of supposition implying uncertainty the verb
may occurs in affirmative and negative sentences.

e.g. He may be at home.
He may not be at home. (Bo3moskHo, 4T0 ero HeT Aoma. Mo-
kKeT OBITh, €r0 HET J0Ma.)

In this meaning may can be followed by different forms of the
infinitive depending on the time reference expressed.

May in combination with the simple infinitive usually refers
the action to the future.

e.g. He may come soon.

The action may also refer to the present but only with stative
verbs.

e.g. He may be ill.
He may not know about it.

May in combination with the Continuous infinitive of dynamic
verbs refers the action to the present.
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e.g. It's too late to phone him now. He may be sleeping.
I never see him about now. For all [ know, he may be writing
a book.

May in combination with the Perfect infinitive refers the ac-
tion to the past.

e.g. He may have fallen ill.
"What's happened to the dog?" I said. "It isn't here. His
master may have taken it with him."

The combination of may with the Perfect infinitive may also
indicate an action begun in the past and continued into the mo-
ment of speaking. This is usually found with stative verbs.

e.g. He may have been at home for about two hours.

However, if may is followed by a dynamic verb, the Perfect
Continuous infinitive is used.

¢.g. He may have been waiting for us for an hour.

In the meaning of supposition implying uncertainty, the form
might is also found. It differs from the form may in that it em-
phasizes the idea of uncertainty. It may be followed by the sim-
ple, Continuous or Perfect infinitive.

e.g. He might come soon. He
might be ill.
He might be doing his lessons now. He
might have spoken to her yesterday.

2) possibility due to circumstances,

e.g. You may order a taxi by telephone.
A useful rough-and-ready rule is that time adverbs may come
at either end of the sentence, but not in the middle.

May in this meaning occurs only in affirmative sentences and
is followed only by the simple infinitive.

The form might is used in past-time contexts in accordance
with the rules of the sequence of tenses.

e.g. He said he might order a taxi by telephone.
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Might followed by the Perfect infinitive indicates that the ac-
tion was not carried out owing to certain circumstances (ex-
pressed in the sentence or implied).

¢.g. He might have fallen ill if he hadn't taken the medicine.
Luckily he wasn't driving the car. He might have been hurt.
You are so careless. You might have broken the cup. (Tb1 uyTh
OBLIO HE Pa30mII YaIlKy.)

3) permission,

e.g. The director is alone now. So you may see him now.

May in this meaning is found in affirmative sentences, in in-
terrogative sentences which usually express a request, and in nega-
tive sentences where it denotes prohibition. But in negative sen-
tences it is not common as prohibition is generally expressed by
other modal verbs (see can and must).

e.g. You may smoke in here.
May I smoke in here? You
may not smoke in here.

In this meaning may is combined only with the simple infinitive. In
interrogative sentences the form might is also found when we
wish to express a more polite request.

e.g. Might I join you?
In reported speech the form might is used.

e.g. He told me that [ might smoke in the room.
He asked me if he might join us.

4) disapproval or reproach,

e.g. You might carry the parcel for me.
You might have helped me.

Here we find only the form might used in affirmative sentenc-
es and followed by the simple or Perfect infinitive. In the latter
case it expresses reproach for the non-performance of an action.

§ 84. The form might which expresses unreality is not always
parallel to may.

8 3ak. 173



114 Verbs. Finite Forms of The Verb

Might expresses unreality only in combination with the Per-
fect infinitive.

e.g. You might have let me know abbut it beforehand.
There was a car accident in front of our house. Luckily
Tommy was at school. He might have been killed.

In most cases might is used as a milder and more polite form than
may (a) or as a form implying a greater degree of uncertainty (b):

a) permission — May | speak to him now?

Might I speak to him now? (very polite)
b) supposition — He may come a little later.

He might come a little later, (less certain)

The two forms are not opposed in the meaning of possibility
due to circumstances where only may is used, nor in the meaning
of disapproval or reproach where might alone is found.

e.g. You may find the book at the library.
You might have considered your parents' feelings.

§ 85. Notice the following set phrases with may and might:

a) May as well (might as well, might just as well) + infinitive
is a very mild and unemphatic way of expressing an intention. It is
also used to suggest or recommend an action.

c.g. | may as well take the child with me. (51, moxanyii, Bo3bMy
pebenka ¢ coboit. IMoxanyi, OyAeT aydiie, eciu S BO3bMY
pebeHka ¢ coboid. )

You may as well give him the letter.

I might as well stay at home tonight.

"I'll go at six." "That's far too late; you might just as well
not go at all." (Mo>xHO ObUTO ObI M HE XOUTH TYJla COBCEM.)

b) It might have been worse means 'Things are not so bad after
all.' In Russian it is rendered as: Mozno 661 Obims u xyoce or B
KOHYe KOHY08 0ela 00Cmosm He max yic nioxo,

¢) He might have been a... means 'He might have been taken
for a...', 'He looked like a... .'

e.g. Roy Wilson, the new doctor, was twenty-eight, large, heavy,
mature and blond. He might have been a Scandinavian sailor.
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d) I I may say so... has become a stereotyped phrase in which
the meaning of permission is considerably weakened.

e.g. If I may say so, I think you have treated him very badly.

§ 86. In addition to the above cases illustrating the independent
use of may, this modal verb occurs in subordinate object clauses
after expressions of fear as well as in adverbial clauses of purpose
and concession. Here it is structurally dependent (for a detailed
treatment of this use of may see "Verbs", §§ 135, 143, 152).

e.g. I fear he may fall ill.
He is coming here so that they may discuss it without delay.
However cold it may be, we'll go skiing.

can and may Compared

§ 87. The use of can and may is parallel only in two meanings:
possibility due to circumstances and permission. In these mean-
ings, however, they are not always interchangeable for a number
of various reasons.

1) Thus in the meaning of possibility due to circumstances the
use of may is restricted only to affirmative sentences, whereas can
is found in all kinds of sentences.

May Can
He may find this book at the He can find this book at the
library. library.
Can he find this book at the
library?
He cannot find this book at the
library.

Their time reference is also different. May refers only to the
present or future; the form might is used in past-time contexts
only in reported speech. Can (could) may refer to the present,
past or future.

May Can
He may find the book at the He can find the book at the
library. library.
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He could find the book at the
library yesterday.

He can find the book at the
library tomorrow.

I said that he might find the
book at the library.

Both could and might combined with the Perfect infinitive in-
dicate that the action was not carried out in the past.

e.g. He might have found the book at the library.
He could have found the book at the library.

It follows from the above that the sphere of application of can
in this meaning is wider than that of may.

2) When may and can express permission the difference be-
tween them is rather that of style than of meaning — may is more
formal than can which is characteristic of colloquial English.

Cf. May (might) I speak to you for a moment, professor?
Can (could) I have a cup of tea, Mother?

May in negative sentences expressing prohibition is uncommon.

must

§ 88. The modal verb must has only one form. It is used in
present-time contexts with reference to the present or future and
in combination with the Perfect infinitive it refers to the past. In
past-time contexts this form is used only in reported speech, i.e.
the rules of the sequence of tenses are not observed with must.

$ 89. Must has the following meanings:
1) obligation (from the speaker's point of view),

e.g. You must talk to your daughter about her future.
Must he do it himself?

In different contexts must may acquire additional shades of
meaning, such as duty or necessity.

In this meaning must is found in affirmative and interrogative
sentences and followed only by the simple infinitive.

2) prohibition,
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e.g. He must not leave his room for a while. (On He noykeH/emy

HEJb3s BBIXOJUTH U3 KOMHATHI HeKoTopoe Bpems.) This
meaning is expressed in negative sentences and must is also
followed by the simple infinitive.

Note. Absence of necessity (in Russian we uyoicno, nem neobxooumocmu) is ex-
pressed by other verbs (see to have and need).

3) emphatic advice,

e.g, You must come and see us when you're in London.
You must stop worrying about your son. You mustn't
give another thought to what he said. You mustn't
miss the film. It is very good. You must have your
hair cut. It's much too long. You mustn't cry.

This meaning is found in affirmative and negative sentences
and is closely connected with the two above mentioned meanings.
4) supposition implying strong probability,

e.g. He must be ill. He looks so pale.
It must be late as the streets are deserted.

Must in this meaning is found only in affirmative sentences.

In Russian this meaning is generally rendered by means of the
attitudinal adverbs eeposimno, donsicro 6vime.

In English this meaning may also be expressed by means of the
attitudinal adverb probably.

In this meaning must may be followed by different forms of
the infinitive. If reference is made to the present, the Continuous
infinitive is used with dynamic verbs.

e.g. The book is not on the shelf. Jane must be reading it.
Let's have something to eat. You must be starving.

If must is followed by the simple infinitive of dynamic verbs,
it expresses obligation.

e.g. Jane must read the book.
You must stay here.

However, with stative verbs the simple infinitive is used to
express supposition.
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e.g. He must be over fifty.
He must know all about it as he has read a lot on the subject.

Must in combination with the Perfect infinitive refers the ac-
tion to the past.

e.g. Do you see him smoking over there? He must have finished
his work. It is six o'clock. She must have
come home.

The combination of must with the Perfect Continuous infini-
tive indicates an action begun in the past and continued into the
moment of speaking.

e.g. It must have been raining all the night. There are big puddles
in the garden.

However, if must is followed by a stative verb, the Perfect in-
finitive 1is used.

e.g. He must have been here since breakfast.
He must have known it all along.

Note. Occasionally the combination of must with the Perfect Continuous infini-
tive may express an action going on at a given past moment,

e.g. He must have been writing a letter when I came.

When must expresses supposition implying strong probability,
its use is restricted in two ways:

a) It is not used with reference to the future. In this case we
find attitudinal adverbs in the sentence.

e.g. He will probably come tomorrow.
He will evidently know all about it.

b) It is not used in the interrogative or negative form. It is
found only in the affirmative form.

Note. To express supposition implying strong probability with negative mean-
ing, in addition to attitudinal adverbs, the following means are employed:

e.g. He must have failed to get in touch with her.
He must have misunderstood you. He must be
unaware of that. He must never have guessed
the truth. No one must have told him about it.
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§ 90. Note the following set phrases with must.
a) Must needs denotes obligation.

e.g. He must needs go there. (OH HempeMeHHO TOJKEH OUTH Ty[a. )

b) / must be going and / must be off both mean 'it is time for
me to go' (in Russian Mue nopa yxooumu).

¢) / must tell you that... and I must say... are stereotyped
phrases in which the meaning of obligation is considerably weak
ened in must.

*d) In the sentences: You must come and see me some time.
You must come and have dinner with me. You must come to our
party. You must come and stay with us for the week-end and the
like, the meaning of obligation in must is also weakened. Must
has become part of such sentences which are a common way of ex-
pressing invitations.

must and may Compared

§ 91. Must and may can be compared in two meanings:

1) Both may and must serve to express supposition but their use
is not parallel. May denotes supposition implying uncertainty where
as the supposition expressed by must implies strong probability.

Cf. For all I know, he may be an actor. His face seems so familiar. He
must be an actor. His voice carries so well. I saw him an hour
ago. He may still be in his office now. He always comes at 10
sharp. So he must be in his office now.

2) May and must are used to express prohibition in negative
sentences. But may is seldom found in this meaning. In negative
answers to questions with may asking for permission we generally
find must not or cannot.

e.g. "May I smoke here?" "No, you mustn't (you can't)."

to have to

§92. To have to as a modal verb is not a defective verb and
can have all the necessary finite forms as well as the verbals.
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e.g. He is an invalid and has to have a nurse. She knew what she
had to do. I shall have to reconsider my position. He is
always having to exercise judgement. My impression was that
he was having to force himself to talk. I have had to remind
you of writing to her all this time. The women at Barford
had had to be told that an experiment

was taking place that day. "As a matter of fact," he said,
"I've been having to spend

some time with the research people." It wouldn't have been
very nice for the Davidsons to have to

mix with all those people in the smoking-room. Having to
work alone, he wanted all his time for his research.

The interrogative and negative forms of the modal verb to have
to are built up by means of the auxiliary verb o do.’

e.g. Why do I have to do everything? Did he have to tell them
about it? "That's all right," she said. "I just thought I'd
ask. You

don't have to explain." There was a grin on his face. He
did not have to tell me that
he already knew.

§ 93. The verb to have to serves to express obligation or neces-
sity imposed by circumstances. It is rendered in Russian as npuxo-
OUMCS, BBIHYIHCOEH.

In this meaning it is found in all kinds of sentences — af-
firmative, interrogative and negative — and is combined only
with the simple infinitive.

e.g. He had to do it.
Did he have to do it? He did
not have to do it.

In negative sentences to have to denotes absence of necessity
(compare with the negative form of must which expresses prohibi-
tion).

! The interrogative and negative forms of the modal verb o have fo built up without
the auxiliary do are uncommon in American English and infrequent in British English.
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e.g. You don't have to go there. (Bam He Hy>KHO/HET HEOOXOIUMO-
CTH UATH Tya.) You mustn't go there. (Bam Henb3s uatu
Tyza.)

§ 94. In spoken English the meaning of obligation and necessi-
ty is also expressed by have (has) got to. Like the verb fo have to,
it is found in all kinds of sentences and is combined with the sim-
ple infinitive.

e.g» He has got to go right now.

Has he got to go right now?
He hasn't got to go just yet.

This combination may also be found in the past tense, though
it is not very common.

e.g. He had got to sell his car.

§ 95. Note the set phrase had better.

e.g. A few drops began to fall. "We'd better take shelter," she
said. (Ham myudre yKpoIThCSL. )
She didn't like to say that she thought they had better not
play cards when the guest might come in at any moment.

Had better is followed by the infinitive without 7o.

to be to

§ 96. To be to as a modal verb is used in the present and past
tenses.

e.g. We are to meet at six.
We were to meet at six.

§ 97. To be to as a modal verb has the following meanings: 1) a
previously arranged plan or obligation resulting from the
arrangement,

e.g. We are to discuss it next time.
We were to discuss it the following week.
Is he to arrive tomorrow?
Who was to speak at the meeting?
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This meaning of fo be to is found in affirmative and interro-
gative sentences in the present and past tenses. To be to is fol-
lowed by the simple infinitive.

The past tense of the verb to be to in combination with the
Perfect infinitive denotes an unfulfilled plan.

e.g. [ promised to go to a club with her last Tuesday, and I really
forgot all about it. We were to have played a duet together.

2) orders and instructions, often official (frequently in report
ed speech),

e.g. I just mention it because you said [ was to give you all the
details I could.
Norman says I am to leave you alone. All junior officers
are to report to the colonel at once.

In this meaning fo be to is found in affirmative and negative
sentences and followed by the simple infinitive.

3) something that is destined to happen,

e.g. He was to be my teacher and friend for many years to come.
He did not know at the time that he was never to see his na-
tive place again.
It's been a great blow to me that you haven't been able to
follow me in my business as I followed my father. Three
generations, that would have been. But it wasn't to be.

This meaning of fo be to is rendered in Russian as cyacoeno. It
is mainly found in the past tense and its application is limited to
narration. It occurs in affirmative and negative sentences and is
followed by the simple infinitive.

4) possibility,

e.g. Her father was often to be seen in the bar of the Hotel Metro-
pole.
Where is he to be found? Nothing was to be done
under the circumstances.

In this meaning to be to is equivalent to can or may. It is used
in all kinds of sentences in the present and past tenses and is fol-
lowed by the passive infinitive.
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$ 98. Note the following set phrases with the modal verb zo be to:

What am I to do? (Uro mue aenars? Kak mHe 0b1Th?) What is to
become of me? (Uto co MmHoI ctaneTca? UTto co MHOI OyaeT?)
Where am I to go? (Kyna sxe mae uaru? Kyna xe MHe neBatbes?)

§ 99. To be to in the form of were to + infinitive for all per-
sons is found in conditional clauses where it is structurally depen-
dent (for a detailed treatment of this use of the verb to be to see
"Verbs", § 149).

e.g. If he were to come again I should not receive him.

must, to have to and to be to Compared

§ 100. The verbs must, to have to and to be to have one mean-
ing in common, that of obligation. In the present tense the verbs
come very close to each other in their use, though they preserve
their specific shades of meaning. Thus must indicates obligation
or necessity from the speaker's viewpoint, i.e. it expresses obliga-
tion imposed by the speaker.

e.g. I must do it. (/ want to do it.)
He must do it himself. (1 shan't help him.)

To have to expresses obligation or necessity imposed by circum-
stances.

e.g. What a pity you have to go now. (It's time for you to catch
your train.) He has to do it himself. (He has got no one
to help him.)

To be to expresses obligation or necessity resulting from an
arrangement.

e.g. We are to wait for them at the entrance. (We have arranged
to meet there, so we must wait for them at the appointed
place.)

Sometimes the idea of obligation is absent and to be to ex-
presses only a previously arranged plan.

e.g. We are to go to the cinema tonight.
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Note. In public notices we find must because they express obligation imposed
by some authorities.
e.g. Passengers must cross the railway line by the foot bridge.

The same is true of prohibition expressed in negative sentences.
e.g. Passengers must not walk across the railway line.

Visitors must not feed the animals.

In the past tense, however, the difference in the use of the
three verbs is quite considerable.

Must has no past tense. It is used in past-time contexts only in
reported speech.

e.g. He said he must do it himself.

Had to + infinitive is generally used to denote an action which
was realized in the past as a result of obligation or necessity im-
posed by circumstances.

e.g. I had to sell my car. (It was necessary for me to do it because
I needed money.)
He had to put on his raincoat. (It was raining hard out side
and he would have got wet if he hadn't.)

Was (were) to + infinitive is used to denote an action planned
for the future which is viewed from the past. The action was not
realized in the past and the question remains open as to whether it
is going to take place.

e.g. We were to meet him at the station. (/¢ is not clear from the
sentence if the action will take place.)

If the speaker wishes to make it clear at once that the plan
was not fulfilled, the perfect infinitive is used to show that.

e.g. We were to have met him at the station. (That means that
we failed to meet him.)

However, the simple infinitive may also be used in this case.
§ 101. In reported speech (in past-time contexts) must remains
unchanged in all of its meanings.

e.g. He said he must do it without delay.
He said I mustn't tell anyone about it.
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The doctor told her that she must eat.
They believed the story must be true.

Parallel to must, had to 4- infinitive is also used occasionally
in reported speech to express obligation.

e.g. He said he had to make a telephone call at once.

In this case had to is close to must in meaning: it does not in-
clude the idea of a realized action but refers to some future moment.

*Note. Care should be taken not to replace must by Aad to in reported speech as
the two verbs express different meanings (see above).

ought to

§ 102. The modal verb ought to has only one form which is used
with reference to the present or future. In reported speech it re-
mains unchanged. Ought is always followed by the infinitive with zo.

§ 103. Ought to has the following meanings: 1) obligation, which
in different contexts may acquire additional shades of meaning,
such as advisability and desirability,

e.g. You ought to say a word or two about yourself.
Ought she to warn him? He oughtn't to mention
it to anybody.

In this meaning ought to is possible in all kinds of sentences,
though it is felt to be awkward in questions where should is pre-
ferred.

Generally ought to refers an action to the future and is fol-
lowed by the simple infinitive. With reference to the present ought
to is used with the continuous infinitive or with the simple infini-
tive if the verb is stative.

e.g. At your age you ought to be earning your living.
You ought to feel some respect for your elders.

In combination with the perfect infinitive ought to in the affir-
mative form shows that a desirable action was not fulfilled.

e.g. You ought to have chosen a more suitable time to tell me
this news.
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He ought to have put everything off.

In the negative form ought to in combination with the Perfect
infinitive shows that an undesirable action was fulfilled.

e.g. I'm sorry. I oughtn't to have said it.
You oughtn't to have married her, David. It was a great mis-
take.

2) supposition implying strong probability,
e.g. The new sanatorium ought to be very comfortable.

The use of ought to in this case is not very common as this
meaning is normally rendered by must.

Note the set phrases He/you ought to know it (=he is/you are
supposed to know it). You ought to be ashamed of yourself.

shall and should

§ 104. Historically, shall and should were two forms of the
same verb expressing obligation.' But later they came to express
different meanings and in present-day English their use is not par-
allel — they are treated as two different verbs.

shall

§ 105. In modern English the modal meaning of obligation in
shall is always combined with the function of an auxiliary verb of
the future tense.

Shall is still used to express obligation with the second and
third persons, but at present it is not common in this meaning in
spoken English. Its use, as a rule, is restricted to formal or even
archaic style and is mainly found in subordinate clauses, i.e. it is
structurally dependent.

e.g. It has been decided that the proposal shall not be opposed.
This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by
way of trade, be lent, resold, hired put or otherwise dis-
posed of without the publisher's consent.

! Shall was the present tense of the Indicative Mood; should was the Subjunctive
Mood.

Mood /27

At present, however, this meaning of obligation, somewhat
modified, is found with the second and third persons in sentences
expressing promise, threat or warning. It is used in affirmative
and negative sentences and combined with the simple infinitive.

e.g. You shall have my answer tomorrow.
"You shall stay just where you are!" his mother cried angrily.
He shall do as I say.

The meaning of obligation may also be traced in interrogative
sentences where shall is used with the first and third persons to
ask after the will of the person addressed. In this case it is also
followed by the simple infinitive.

e.g. Shall I get you some fresh coffee, Miss Fleur?
Who shall answer the telephone, Major?

Sentences of this kind are usually rendered in Russian with the
help of the infinitive: Ilpunecmu éam ewe xoghe? Komy omeeuams
no menegony?, etc.

should

§ 106. In modern English the modal verb should is used with
reference to the present or future. It remains unchanged in re-
ported speech.

§ 107. Should has the following meanings: 1) obligation, which in
different contexts may acquire additional shades of meaning,
such as advisability and desirability,

e.g. It's late. You should go to bed.
You shouldn't miss the opportunity.
Should I talk to him about it?

Should in this meaning is found in all kinds of sentences. Like
ought to, it generally refers an action to the future and is followed
by the simple infinitive.

With reference to the present should is used with the Continu-
ous infinitive or with the simple infinitive if the verb is stative.

e.g. You shouldn't be sitting in the sun. Move out of it into the
hade. You shouldn't feel so unhappy over such
trifles.
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Should may be combined with the Perfect infinitive. In this
case the meaning of the combination depends on whether the sen-
tence is affirmative or negative. In an affirmative sentence should +
Perfect infinitive indicates that a desirable action was not carried
out.

e.g. He looks very ill. He should have stayed at home. He
should have told me about it himself.

In a negative sentence should + Perfect infinitive serves to
show that an undesirable action was carried out.

e.g. Oh, Renny, you shouldn't have done as you did!
They shouldn't have concealed it from us.

2) supposition implying strong probability,

e.g. The film should be very good as it is starring first-class
actors.

The use of should in this case does not seem to be very com-
mon as this meaning is usually rendered by must.

§ 108. In addition to the above mentioned cases showing the
independent use of should, this verb occurs in certain object
clauses where it depends on the lexical character of the predicate
verb in the principal clause and in adverbial clauses of condition,
purpose and concession. Here its use is structurally dependent
(for a detailed treatment of this use of the verb see "Verbs",
§§ 129, 131, 138, 140, 143, 149).

e.g. [ suggest that you should stay here as if nothing had happened.
"It's important," I broke out, "that the Barford people
should know what we've just heard."
She was terrified lest they should go on talking about her.
Suddenly she began to cry, burying her. head under the book
so that I shouldn't see. If he should drop
in, give him my message.

§ 109. Should may have a peculiar function — it may be used
for emotional colouring. In this function it may be called the
emotional should. The use of the emotional should is structurally
dependent. It is found in the following cases:
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1) In special emphatic constructions, where a simple predicate
is not used:

a) in rhetorical questions beginning with why,

e.g. Why should I do it? (C kakoii cratu s Oyy aenatb 3To?)
Why shouldn't you invite him? (ITouemy ObI Bam ero He Ipu-
rJ1acuTh?)

b) in object clauses beginning with why,

efg. I don't know why he should want to see George. (4 He 3Ha10,
3auem emy HyxeH Jlxopmk.) I don't see
why we shouldn't make friends.

¢) in attributive clauses beginning with why after the noun
reason,

e.g. There is no reason why they shouldn't get on very well to-
gether. (HeT mpudmHEbl, TouyeMy ObI UM HE JIATUTH APYT C
npyrom.) I don't see any reason why he shouldn't be happy.

d) in constructions of the following kind,

e.g. The door opened and who should come in but Tom. (/Bepb
OTKPBLIACH, U KTO OBI BBl aymanu Bomiesa? He KTo WHOM,
kak Tom.)

As I was crossing the street, whom should I meet but Aunt
Ann.

e) in the set phrase How should I know? (Ilouewm st 3Ha10?).

In the above cases should may be followed by the Perfect in-
finitive which in simple sentences refers the action to the past (a)
and in complex sentences shows that the action of the subordinate
clause precedes that of the principal clause (b).

e.g. a) | went into business with her as her partner. Why shouldn't
I have done it? (ITouemy Ob1 MHE OBITO HE CIIETIATH 3TOTO?)

b) He did not know why he should have expected them to
look different. (On He 3HaJ), TOUEMYy OH OXKHJaJ YBHICThH
HX JPYTUMH.)
There were fifteen equally good reasons why she should
not have played bridge.

9 3ak. 173
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2) In certain types of subordinate clauses where should + in-
finitive is interchangeable with a simple predicate in the Indica-
tive Mood (for the use of the Indicative Mood in these clauses see
"Verbs", § 130):

a) in object clauses after expressions of regret, surprise,
sometimes pleasure or displeasure,

e.g. I'm sorry that you should think so badly of me. (Mue xanb,
YTO BHI TaK IJI0X0 000 MHE aymacte.) He was little
surprised that Ann should speak so frankly
about it. I am content that you should
think so.

The rules of the sequence of tenses are not observed here. The
Perfect infinitive is used to show that the action of the subordi-
nate clause precedes that of the principal clause.

e.g. | am sorry that you should have had a row with Kate about it.
He was annoyed that they should have asked him that.

b) in object clauses following the principal clause with it as a
formal subject,

e.g. It is absurd that such things should happen to a family like
theirs. (Henerno, 4To0bI Takue BEIIW CIyYalInCh B TaKOW ce-
Mb€, KaK HX.)
It was strange that he should be asking those questions. It
struck him as exceedingly funny that his brother should be
in love.

In the principal clause we find such expressions as it is won-
derful (absurd, monstrous, natural, odd, queer, singular, strange,
terrible and the like), it infuriated (outraged, puzzled, startled,
surprised and the like) me, it struck me as funny, etc. We also find
the following interrogative and negative expressions in the
principal clause: is it possible (likely, probable)?, it is not possible
(likely, probable), it is impossible (improbable, unlikely). "

As we see from the above examples, the rules of the sequence
of tenses are not observed here either.

If the action of the subordinate clause precedes that of the
principal clause, the Perfect infinitive is used after should.

! After the affirmative it is possible (likely, probable) a simple predicate is used.
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e.g. It is inconceivable that Mrs Crosbie should have written such
a letter. It's much better that you should have found
everything out
before it's too late. It infuriated her that he should have
spoken to her in such a
tone.
Note. Should + infinitive may be occasionally found instead of a simple predi-

cate in some other kinds of subordinate clauses, but it is not in common use:
a) in predicative clauses,

e.g. *f he part that interests me is that such a thing should happen to such people.
b) in appositive clauses,
e.g. The fact that he should have made such a brilliant speech surprised me greatly.
¢) in constructions of the following kind,
e.g. That it should come to this! (1 g0 gero momwio aemno!)
To think that it should come to this! (Toxbpko mogymars, 10
4ero JIOUIO Jieyo!)

To think that it should have happened to me! (Tonbko momy-
MaTb, YTO 3TO MPOU3OIILTO CO MHOI!)

To sum it up, it should be said that as compared to the use of
a simple predicate in the Indicative Mood, the use of should + in-

finitive gives the statement emotional colouring such as surprise,

amazement, irritation, indignation, pleasure, displeasure, etc., i.e.
it emphasizes the speaker's personal attitude towards the facts
stated in the sentence. The Indicative Mood represents these facts
in a more matter-of-fact way.

must, should and ought to Compared

§ 110. All the three verbs serve to express obligation. Must,
however, sounds more forceful, peremptory.

e.g. You must do it at once. (Bbl 70oJDKHBI (00s513aHBI) ClIETIATH 9TO
HEMEJJICHHO. )

Both should and ought to express obligation, advisability, de-
sirability and are used when must would sound too peremptory.

e.g. Youshould doitatonce. } (Bam ciemxyer (HyXKHO) clienaTh
You ought to do it at once.} ATO HEMEJICHHO. )
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Should and ought to are very much alike in meaning and are
often interchangeable. In using ought to, however, we lay more
stress on the meaning of moral obligation, whereas should is com-
mon in instructions and corrections.

e.g. You ought to help him; he is in trouble.
You should use the definite article in this sentence.

Notice that ought to cannot be used instead of the emotional
should.

§ 111. Must, ought to and should serve to express supposition
implying strong probability. Must, however, seems to be in more
frequent use than the other two verbs.

should + Perfect Infinitive, ought to + Perfect Infinitive
and was/were to + Perfect Infinitive Compared

§ 112. Should + Perfect infinitive and ought to + Perfect infin-
itive show that the action has not been carried out though it was
desirable; was/were to + Perfect infinitive indicates an action that
has not been carried out though it was planned.

e.g. You should have helped him. }
(Now he is trouble)
You ought to have warned him. }
He was to have arrived last week. (But his plans were upset
by some cause or other.)

will and would

¢ 113. The verb will ' has the following forms: will — the
present tense and would — the past tense. The latter form is used
in two ways: a) in past-time contexts to express an actual fact and
b) in present-time contexts to express unreality or as a mildfer and
more polite form of will.

' Will and would may also be used as verbs of full predication (not modal verbs).
Will may be used as a regular verb (wills, willed). It means nposensime 6onto, 6enemo,
sacmasgnamo, enywams. Would is a defective verb. It is used with reference to the
present and means kenats'. It is found mainly in poetry and like the verb fo wish is
followed by an object clause (see "Verbs", § 132), e.g. / would I were a careless child.
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While shall and should are treated as two different verbs in
modern English, will and would are considered to be the forms of
the same verb, its original meaning being that of volition." How-
ever, in some of their meanings the use of will is parallel only to
would which denotes an actual fact in the past; in other meanings
will is found alongside would which expresses unreality in the
present or serves as a milder or more polite form of will.

.§ 114. The use of will and would which denotes an actual fact
in the past is parallel in the following cases:
1) When they express habitual or recurrent actions,

e.g. She will (would) sit for hours under the old oak tree looking
at the beautiful country around her (...mro0ur [r00una) cu-
JIeTh, 0OBIYHO CHIUT [cuaenal...).

In addition to indicating a habitual action, will (would) in this
case implies willingness, personal interest on the part of the doer
of the action. Will (would) in this meaning is found in affirmative
sentences and is followed by the simple infinitive.

In present-time contexts wil// in this meaning is not common. In
past-time contexts would is mainly characteristic of literary style.

e.g. Then there were weekends when he would ride over to the
house of one farmer or another and spend a couple of nights
on the hills.

2) When they express refusal to perform an action,

e.g. The doctor knows I won't be operated on.
He was wet through, but he wouldn't change.

This meaning is found in negative sentences; will (would) is
followed by the simple infinitive. In Russian it is usually ren-
dered as Huxax me xouy, HU 3a Mo He Xome.l.

3) When they are used with lifeless things to show that a
thing fails to perform its immediate function.

e.g. My fountain pen won't (wouldn't) write.
The door won't (wouldn't) open.

! Volition is a general term which includes such meanings as willingness, readi-
ness, consent, intention and determination to perform an action.
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b) Both would rather ('d rather) and would sooner ('d sooner)
followed by an infinitive without 70 mean 'to prefer'.

e.g. "I'd rather do it myself," said Luke.
He'd sooner die than let me think he was a failure.

e) Would... mind in interrogative and negative sentences means
'to object'.

e.g. Would you mind my staying here for a while? I
wouldn't mind your telling them about Hardy.

Would...mind in interrogative sentences may also express a
polite request.

e.g. Would you mind getting me a cup of tea?

§ 117. Would also occurs in certain subordinate clauses where
it is structurally dependent (for a detailed treatment of this case
see "Verbs", § 132).

e.g. [ wish the rain would stop for a moment.
I wish they wouldn't insist on it.

need

¢ 118. The modal verb need may be used either as a defective
or as a regular verb.

1) Need as a defective verb has only one form which is the
present tense. In reported speech it remains unchanged. It is fol-
lowed by the infinitive without zo.

Need expresses necessity. When reference is made to the
present or future it is followed by the simple infinitive. It is used
in negative and interrogative sentences.

In interrogative sentences need usually implies that there is no
necessity of performing the action.

e.g. You needn't be afraid of me. (Bam He Hy>kHO/HE3aueM OOSIThCS
MEHSI.)
You need not meet him unless you'd like to. Need I repeat it?
(HyxHo 11/K yemy MHE TIOBTOPSITH 3TO?)

" Occasionally it may be found in affirmative sentences but it is not typical.
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In negative sentences it is not always the verb need that is in
the negative form; the negation may be found elsewhere in the
sentence.

e.g. [ don't think we need give her any more of our attention. |
need hardly say that | agree with you.

In combination with the Perfect infinitive need expresses an
action which has been performed though it was unnecessary. It im-
plies a waste of time or effort.

e.g. You needn't have come. The deal is off. (Bam He3auem (He K
yeMy) ObLIO IPUXOAUTh. BeI 3ps mpuiuin.) It was obvious.
You needn't have protested. We needn't have told him a lie
even if we didn't want to tell
him the truth. (Ham He3auem (He kK yemy) OBLIO JTaTh
eMy... MBI 3pst COJITAIH eMy...)

Note. Note that the Russian sentence Bawm ne ciedyem/ne Hado 6ecnokoumscs
(soanoseamucsa) is rendered in English as You needn't worry (be nervous).

2) As a regular verb need can have all the necessary forms, in-
cluding the verbals. It also expresses necessity. It is followed by
the infinitive with 7o and is mainly used in interrogative and nega-
tive sentences (like the defective need).

e.g. He did not need to explain.
You don't need to tell me that you are sorry.
Did you need to read all those books?

It should be noted that this need is in more common use than
the defective need, particularly in American English.

Note. The regular verb need may be followed by a noun or pronoun. But in this
case fo need is not a modal verb.

e.g. He needs a new coat. Does he
need my help? He does not
need anything.

dare

§ 119. The modal verb dare may also be used as a regular and
as a defective verb.
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1) Dare as a defective verb has two forms which are the present
and the past forms. It means 'to have the courage or impertinence
to do something.' Its use is very restricted. In present-day English
it is mainly found in questions beginning with Zow, which are actu
ally exclamations, and in negative sentences.

e.g. How dare you say that! How
dare she come here!
How many years is it since we danced together? I daren't think.
He dared not look at her.

2) Dare as a regular verb has all the necessary forms includ
ing the verbals. It has the same meaning as the defective dare. Its
use is also restricted. It is mainly found in negative sentences.

e.g. He does not dare to come here again.
She told me she had never dared to ask him about it.
No one dared to live in the house since.

3) Note the colloquial set phrase / dare say.

e.g. [ dare say I looked a little confused.
My son is not in town, but I dare say he will be before long.

In Russian this phrase is usually rendered as ouens 603mooicHo,
ROJCANYH, NOAALAI0, OCMENIOCH CKA3AMDb.

shouldn't + Perfect Infinitive, oughtn't to + Perfect
Infinitive and needn't + Perfect Infinitive Compared

§ 120. Shouldn't + Perfect infinitive and oughtn't to + Perfect
infinitive show that an action has been carried out though it was
undesirable; needn't + Perfect infinitive indicates that an action
has been carried out though it was unnecessary.

e.g. You shouldn't have come (because you are ill).
You oughtn't to have written to them (because your letter up-
set them).
You needn't have come (because the work is finished).
You needn't have written to them (because [ sent them a
telegram).
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Expressions of Absence of Necessity

§ 121. The main verbs expressing necessity are: must, to have
to, to be to, should and ought to.

Yet care should be taken to remember that the verbs must, to
be to, should and ought to in their negative forms do not express
absence of necessity (see the use of these verbs above).

Absence of necessity is expressed by the negative forms of to
have to and need.

In the present tense:

e.g. You don't have to go there.
You needn't go there.

The two verbs generally differ in that needn't + infinitive in-
dicates that the speaker gives authority for the non-performance
of some action, whereas don't (doesn't) have + infinitive is used
when absence of necessity is based on external circumstances.

Cf. You needn't come here. (I'll manage everything without your
help.)
You don't have to come to the Institute tomorrow. (There
will be no lectures tomorrow.)

In the past tense (where the regular form of the verb need is
found) the two verbs are similar in meaning. They both indicate
that there was no necessity, and hence no action. But 70 need is
not in common use.

e.g. You did not have to go there.
You did not need to go there.

Note. Care should be taken not to use You needn't have gone there as an ex-
pression of absence of necessity because it means that an action was carried out
though it was unnecessary.

FORMS EXPRESSING UNREALITY

§ 122. As has been said above, owing to certain historical chang-
es, we find a variety of forms expressing unreality in present-day
English (see also "Verbs", § 73).



