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INTRODUCTION

Further Stories for Reading Comprehension A and B follow on my
Stories for Reading Comprehension, Books 1, 2, and 3. Book ‘A
follows the vocabulary and structure grading of the Longm
Structural Readers up to and including Stage 5, and Book'8
takes the student up to Stage 6. A few words and structuras
outside the®grading odcur in each story, and these are liste#l
on the inside back cover of the book, so that students and
teachers can, if they wish, study them before using the book.

Each book consists of 20 stories divided up into groups of
four. The first three stories in each group are funny, the fourth
is serious.

After each story there are three exercises. The first exercise

is purely a test of reading comprehension, and consists of
questions with multiple choice answers. However, if the
teacher wishes, he/she can read the story out to the students
with their books shut and then ask the questions orally, thus
using the story for aural comprehension.
.. «The Further Stories for Reading Comprehension series has a new
‘element; practice in composition. The second exercise in each
unit aims to give the student practice in both comprehension
and composition using alternate guided summary and vocab-
ulary development exercises.

Finally, the third exercise gives the student guidance on a
point of English structure using a grammar box, and then a test
on her/his ability to use this structure.

In the middle of the book is a key which can be pulled out
and distributed to the class after it has done an exercise. This
allows for the maximum of time-saving for the teacher. The key
also makes the books suitable for self-study.

-



UNIT

Mary was seven years old. Her parents had recently moved to
a new town, and so Mary was going to a different school from
the one she had been at for some years. It was a few kilometres
from the house which she now lived in with her parents, but
there was a school bus that went around picking up pupils
every morning and. bringing them back to their homes every
afternoon, and as both of Mary’s parents had to go to work
every morning, she always went on this bus. She had to be at
a corner twenty metres from her front door by half past eight
every day and the bus was usually on time, and never more
than a minute or two late.

Mary’s parents always set their alarm clock every evening
so that none of them would be late, but one morning the alarm
failed to go off, and it was not till a quarter past eight that
Mary’s mother suddenly woke up, looked at the clock, said,
‘What ever’s happened to that clock?” and then hurried into
Mary’s room. Mary was fast asleep, but her mother woke her
up and told her to get ready for school.

‘I'm sorry, dear,” she said, ‘but you'll have to wash and
dress very quickly, have an even quicker breakfast, and then
I'll drive you to school on my way to the office. I'll get your
breakfast ready now.’

‘But how ever will you find the way, Mum? Mary said.
‘You've only been to school once.’

‘“Yes,” her mother answered, ‘but you’'ve done the trip
several times now in the bus, so you can be my guide to get
there, can’t you?’



UNIT 1

‘Oh, yes,” said Mary, ‘I suppose s0.” She washed, dressed
and had a quick breakfast, and then she and her mother went
to the garage and got into the car.

They set off, and Mary told her mother to turn each time
that they came to a place she recognised. In this way she made
her mother drive round most of the town before they got to
her school. When they arrived, her mother saw that it was not
really very far from their house.

‘Why ever did you make me go such a long way round,
Mary, instead of the most direct way?’ her mother asked her.

‘Well, Mum,’ answered Mary, ‘it was because I didn’t know
how else to get here. That's the way our bus always goes to
pick up the other children on the way to school.’

Exercise 1

Look at these questions. Find the right answers. Then write the
questions and the answers:

1 Did Mary change schools?
a) No, she did not. b) Yes, she did.

2 Why did she do this?
a) Because her parents went to another town. b) Because
she had been at the first school for some years.

3 Did Mary usually go to school in her mother’s car?
a) No, she did not. b) Yes, she did.

4 Why was Mary late one morning?
a) Because her mother’s alarm clock did not go off.
b) Because she was fast asleep.

5 Did Mary get her breakfast ready?
a) No, she did not. b) Yes, she did.

6 Did Mary know the way to school?
a) No, she did not. b) Yes, she did.

7 How did she know where her mother should turn?
a) She was a guide. b) She recognised each place.

8 Was the school really rather near, or a long way from,
Mary’s house?
a) It was a long way from it. b) It was rather near it.

9 Did Mary make her mother go a long way round?
a) No, she did not. b) Yes, she did.

10 Why did she do this?
a) Because it was the way their bus went. b) Because
she didn’t really know the way.
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Exercise 2

Guided summary. A new neighbour arrives and she has a
daughter who is going to go to Mary’s school. She asks you
these questions about it, and you must answer:

‘How far away is the school?’

‘How can pupils get there?’

‘And how do they come home?’

‘How far away is the place where Mary can get the bus?’
‘At what time does she have to be there?’

‘Is the bus punctual?’

AU WN =

The neighbour asks you these questions on the evening of the
day the above story tells us about, and you must answer:

7 ‘Why wasn’t Mary on the bus this morning?’
8 ‘How did she get to school?
9 ‘Did her mother know the way’?

10 ‘How did she manage to get there?’

11 ‘What did she say when she got there?’

12 ‘And what did Mary answer?’

Exercise 3

Ever can be put after how, what, when, where, who(m) or
why to show that one is surprised, and sometimes also
rather angry (e.g. ‘Mary’s parents found good new jobs.’
‘How ever did they do that? ‘Mary missed the bus one
afternoon.” “What ever did she do that for?’).

Ask these questions in a surprised way, using the words in
italics and an expression with ever:

1 ‘Mary’s parents moved to a new town.” ‘Why . . 2
2 ‘Mary’s mother did not wake until late.” "How . . . happen?’
3 ‘Mary’s mother had an unusual car.” ‘Where . . . find .. .7
4 ‘Mary made her mother go a long way before they reached
her school.” ‘What . . . for?
5 ‘Mary’s mother played a lot of tennis.” ‘When . . . find time
?I

6 ‘Someone told Mary that soon there were not going to be
any more school buses.” ‘Who . . . told . . .7
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Sally had been studying at an art college for a year and, like
most students, she did not have much money. It was going to
be her mother’s birthday soon, and she wondered what she
could buy her as a present that would be nice and useful but
not too expensive.

Sally’s college was in London, but she had been living in the
country for many years, so every day she had an hour's
journey by train in the morning, and the same in the evening,.

At lunch time one day, a week before her mother's birthday,
she decided to have a quick sandwich and a cup of coffee
instead of her usual meal in the college hall, and then go shop-
ping near her college to try to find her mother a nice present.
When she had been looking for half an hour, she came across
a shop that was selling umbrellas cheap, and decided that one
of those would solve her problem, since her mother had lost
hers the month before.

6
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‘Now which colour shall I choose?” she thought. ‘Well, I
think a black one would be the most useful really. You can
carry that when you are wearing clothes of any colour, can't
you?’ So having made up her mind, she bought a lovely black
umbrella and took it back to the college with her until her
classes had finished.

On her way back home in the train that evening she felt
hungry because she had had such a small lunch, so she went
along to the buffet car for another sandwich and cup of coffee.
She had left the black umbrella above her seat in the compart-
ment, but when she got back, it had gone! When she had left
the compartment, there had been no other passengers in it, but
now there were three.

Sally burst into tears when she saw that the umbrella was
no longer there. The other passengers felt very sorry for her
and asked what the matter was. When she explained that the
black umbrella she had bought for her mother had disap-
peared, and that she had to get out at the next station, the
three other passengers asked her for her mother’s address, in
order to be able to send the umbrella on to her in case someone
had removed it by mistake and not on purpose, and brought
it back after Sally had got out of the train.

The next week, Sally heard from her mother. Her letter said,
‘Thank you very much for your lovely presents, but why did
you send me three black umbrellas?’

Exercise 1

Look at these questions. Find the right answers. Then write the
questions and the answers:

1 What did Sally want to buy?
a) A present for her birthday. b) A present for her
mother’s birthday.

2 Why did it have to be rather cheap?
a) Because, like most students, she was not rich.
b) Because then it would be nice and useful.

3 Why did she have to go to her college by train?
a) Because she lived in London. b) Because she lived in
the country.

4 Did she usually have a quick sandwich and a cup of coffee
for her lunch?
a) No, she did not. b) Yes, she did.
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Why did she not have her usual lunch one day?

a) Because she needed the money to buy an umbrella.
b) Because she did not have time to have it.

Why did she choose a/black umbrella?

a) Because it was cheap. b) Because it was suitable for
wearing with any clothes.

Why did she leave the umbrella in her compartment in the
train?

a) Because she wanted to have a sandwich and a cup of
coffee. b) Because there were no other passengers there.
Was the umbrella there when she came back?

a) No, it was not. b) Yes, it was. ‘
Why did the other passengers say they wanted Sally’s
mother’s address?

a) To send her another umbrella. b) To send her the
umbrella if it was brought back by someone.

Do you think that someone did bring the umbrella back
to the compartment?

a) No. b) Yes.

Exercise 2

In each of these (pairs of) sentences fill the empty space with
a word that has the same root as the word in italics:

1
2

3

Sally was a student. She was . . . art.
She was studying art because she wanted to become an

Her usual lunch was a salad, but one day she did not go
into the college hall as . . ., and had a sandwich and a cup
of coffee instead.

She sometimes went to the shops at lunch time, but she
also went . . . on Saturday mornings.

She did not want to buy a brightly coloured umbrella
because her mother did not wear . . . clothes.

A black umbrella was wuseful to Sally’s mother, but a
brightly coloured one would have been . . . as she never
wore bright clothes.

Sally had had a small lunch. Because of the ... of this
lunch she was very hungry by five o’clock.

She burst into fears when she lost the umbrella, and
answered the other passengers . . . when they asked her
what the matter was.
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9 She gave the other passengers her mother’s address, and
they . . . their parcels to her.
10 You can see from a person’s date of birth when her or his
. will be.

Exercise 3

The had been doing tense is used to show that an action
in the past happened before something else and
continued without a break for some time (e.g. Sally was
tired at five o’clock because she had been working hard
since lunch time). The had done tense is usually used to
show that the action happened before something else
(e.g. When Sally had finished her work, she went home).

Copy these sentences, putting the verbs in brackets into the
had been doing or the had done tense:

1 Sally (study) art for one year when this story began.

2 She went out shopping when she (finish) her morning’s
work.

3 She had to send the umbrella to her mother instead of
taking it to her because she (live) away from home for two

ears.

4 %]/Vhen she (buy) the umbrella she took it back to her college.

5 She found that the umbrella (go) when she returned from
the buffet car.

6 The other passengers in the compartment (sit) there since
the train left the last station.

7 They (read) their evening papers for all that time.

8 When Sally told them that she (lose) an umbrella, they were
very sorry.
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Mrs GCrey lived in the country, but she worked in London, the
capital of England. She always drove to the railway station in
her car every morning, and left it in the station car park until
she arrived back in the train in the evening. She was a careful
driver, but one morning she was rather late, so she was going
rather faster than usual when she had an accident in a narrow
road not far from her home.

What happened was that another car was coming in the
opposite direction, and either that one or Mrs Grey’s car was
too far in the middle of the road, or perhaps both of them
were. They ran into each other and were both damaged,
although not enough to stop them being driven.

Both Mrs Grey and the other driver, who was a young man
whom she had seen in the district but had not met, got out of
their cars, and Mrs Grey said, ‘I'm afraid | haven’t got time to
waste on an accident this morning, as I have a very important
appointment in town at nine, and I suppose you'r¢ a busy man
too.”’

‘Yes, I am,” the young man said, ‘but we’ll have to call the
police for insurance purposes, won’t we? They won't pay for
the damage unless we have reported the accident to the police
and they have come and seen what happened.’

‘Yes, certainly,” Mrs Grey answered, ‘but T have something
to suggest. We won’t be committing a crime if we go away now
in our cars, and then come back to the scene of the accident,
say, at six this evening, and put them in exactly the same
positions as they are in now. Then we can call the police. They
won’t know what time the accident happened, and the
insurance companies won't care either as long as we can send
them a police report of the accident.’

10
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‘What a good idea!” the young man said happily. ‘So I'll be
waiting here at six o’clock this evening. I won’t be late!

‘Nor will I, Mrs Grey answered. She and the young man
exchanged visiting cards, and then each drove off to carry on
with their work.

When Mrs Crey arrived at the station from London at a
quarter to six that evening, she got into her car, drove to the
place where the accident had happened, and found the young
man waiting there in his car. They put both cars in exactly the
same positions as they had been in after the accident, and then
Mrs Grey called the police, using the telephone in her car, as
if the accident had just happened.

Exercise 1

Look at these questions. Find the right answers. Then write the
questions and the answers:

1 How did Mrs Grey get to London every morning?
a) By car. b) By car and train. c¢) By train.

2 Why did she have an accident one morning?
a) Because she was going fast. b) Because she was on
a narrower road than usual.

3 Were the cars so badly damaged that they could not be
driven away?
a) No, they were not. b) Yes, they were.

4 Did Mrs Grey know the driver of the other car?
a) Only by sight. b) Yes, because she had talked to him.

5 Why did Mrs Grey not want to call the police at once?
a) Because she was too busy. b) Because the accident
had been her fault.

6 Why was it necessary to call the police?
a) So that they could pay for the damage.  b) To get
money from their insurance companies.

7 What did Mrs Grey plan to do?
a) To commit a crime. b) To meet the young man in the
same place that evening.

8 How did they know each other’s name?
a) They exchanged visiting cards. b) They told each
other their names.

9 Who arrived first at the place where the accident had
happened?
a) Mrs Grey. b) The young man.

11



UNIT 3

10 How did they get the police to come?
a) Mrs Grey called a policeman who was passing.
b) Mrs Grey phoned them from her car.

Exercise 2

Guided summary. Complete this paragraph, using what you
have read in the above story:

A few mornings ago Helen drove to the station as usual. She
had never had an accident, because . . ., but that morning she
was going rather fast, because . . ., and she ran into . . .. She
did not have time . . ., because she had . . .. The other man
. . . too, so they agreed to . ... When Helen got back to the
station that evening, she drove . . .. The young man . . .. They
put their cars . . . and then Helen used . . . to call . . ..

Exercise 3

The will do tense is used to show that an action is going
to happen in the future (e.g. Mrs Grey will start work at
nine). The will be doing tense can be used to show that the
action will not yet have finished at a certain time in the
future (e.g. At five o’'clock, Mrs Grey will still be
working).

Copy these sentences, putting the verbs in brackets into the
will do or will be doing tense: :

1 Mrs Grey said, 1 can’t see you at ten, because I (work)
then. I start at nine.’

2 Then she said, I (finish) at twelve, so I (see) you then.’

3 The young man said, ‘I (drive) here from the station at six,
and [ (wait) here when you arrive at half past six.’

4 Mrs Grey lives in the country, and she expects she (still
live) there when the time comes for her to retire.

5 Mrs Grey said, ‘Don’t come to see me next Sunday, because
I (stay) with my sister in Southampton then.’

6 Mrs Grey (not finish) lunch till one, so don’t phone her at
half past twelve; she (still eat) then.

12
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In many countries now seat belts are compulsory for the driver
and front seat passenger at lcast.

Most doctors believe that seat belts save people from being
seriously hurt in a crash, but there are some peoplc who still
think that it is more dangerous to wear a seat belt than not to
wear one.

They say that a seat belt may trap one in a car that is
burning, or that has fallen into a river or the sea and is sinking,
so that one is burnt to death or drowned.

But less than half of one per cent of car accidents lead to fire
or sinking, and in any case, a seal belt may casily save a person
from being knocked unconscious in an accident, so that he or
she is able to undo the seat belt immediately and get out of a
car that is on fire or sinking.

People who object to seat belts also sometimes say that
without one, one may be thrown right out of a car in a crash,
but doctors will tell you that that is the last thing one wants
to happen: if one is thrown out of a car, one hits something,
usually the road, and usually hard and at speed. 1t is better to
remain inside a car in the case of a crash.

There is also the question of personal freedom; some people
say that it is an attack on their freedom to force them to wear
a seat belt, whether they want to or not. But even in a democ¢-
racy there are a lot of things a person is denied the right to do
though he or she wants to do them. I may, for example, want

13
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to play music loudly all night; it interferes with my freedom
if I am not allowed to do this. But my neighbours have their
own rights to freedom, just as I have. They want to be free to
sleep quietly at night, and if I stop them doing so, I am inter-
fering with their freedom.

How does this affect seat belts? In what way does it interfere
with the rights of others if someone refuses to wear a seat belt?
Well, first of all because common sense tells us that a driver
without a seat belt has less control of a car if there is an acci-
dent, so that he or she is more likely to be a danger to others,
who after all also have the right to be protected as much as
possible from accident.

But also there is the question of the cost of being hurt. A
driver expects to be taken to hospital frce of charge by ambu-
lance if he or she is hurt in a crash. e or she also expects to
be looked after properly in hospital, again free of charge. Who
pays for this? In most countries the pcople who pay the taxes
do so. And they have a right to demand that the amount they
pay should be kept as low as possible by making surc that
people do not hurt themselves unnecessarily by not taking
proper care such as wearing a seat belt.

Exercise 1

Look at these questions. Find the right answers. Then write the
questions and the answers:

1 Do all people believe that seat belts are a good thing?
a) No, they do not. b) Yes, they do.

2 Why do some people say that they are dangerous?
a) Because they may make a car burn or fall into a river.
b) Because they may prevent one escaping from a burning
or sinking car.

3 Do a lot of cars catch fire or fall into deep water?
a) No. b) Yes.

4 How can a seat belt help if one’s car does catch fire or
sink?
a) It can knock one unconscious, so that one does not feel
anything. b) It can stop one from being knocked uncon-
scious, so that one can escape.

5 Do doctors say that it is better or worse to be thrown out
of a car if it has an accident? '
a) They say it is better. b) They say it is worse.

14
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Why?

a) Because if one is thrown out of a car one is not hurt.
b) Because if one is thrown out of a car one is hurt.

Are we free to do what we want in a democracy?

a) No, we are not. b) Yes, we are.

What limits our freedom?

a) Nothing. b) The rights of others.

Why may our not wearing a seat belt affect other people?
a) Because it may cause us to lose control of the car and
hit theirs. b) Because then they may refuse to wear seat
belts too.

How does not wearing seat belts affect people who pay
taxes?

a) It leads to more ambulance and hospilal costs. b) It
means that they get more things free of charge.

Exercise 2

In each of these (pairs of) sentences, fill the empty space with
a word that has the same root as the word in italics:

1

10

A lot of people are seriously hurt in car crashes, but one
often cannot tell the . . . of the damage done to them until
they get to hospital.

One passenger was dead when the police found him. He
had been burnt to . . ..

One can say, ‘She was killed in an accident’, or ‘She was
killed . . ..

A blow with plenty of force can be called a . . . blow.
People who do not wear seat belts are in danger, and I for
one do not like living . . ..

A person who wants . . . freedom for herself or himself but
not for others is a selfish person.

We all want to be free, but we cannot have this . . . when
it hurts others.

It is foolish to refuse to wear a seat belt if this . .. costs
others a lot of money.

Common sense will tell any ... person that a driver

without a seat belt has less control of a car.
A bus crashed on a bridge last week, and a lot of pcople
were hurt in the . . ..

15



UNIT 4

Exercise 3

Someone may do something can mean ‘it is possible that
someone does (or will do) something’ (e.g. An ambulance
is coming, but it may be late because of the fog). Someone
may have done something can mean ‘it is possible that
someone did (or has done) something’ (e.g. The doctor
is late; he may have been slowed down by the fog).

Write these sentences, putting the verbs in brackets in the
correct form, using may:

1

2
3

G

16

Passengers in the front seats have to wear seat belts, and
soon ones in the back seats (have) to wear them too.
There is a car in the sea there! It (fall) down that cliff.
There is also a man in the sea. He is swimming to the
shore. He (be) in the car.

He (swim) to us when he sees us.

He (owe) his life to his seat belt.

There (be) passengers in the back seat of the car too when
it fell down the cliff.

The fall (knock) them unconscious and they (be) in the car
still.

That boat (save) them.
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Sarah had a son of ten, who was called Jack. He did not like
studying, but loved watching television. Sarah used to drive
to school at half past four in the afternoon, bring Jack back
home and give him his tea, but as soon as he got into the
house, he always rushed to the television set and turned it on.

‘Haven’t you got any homework, Jack?’ his mother always
asked him as she began to make the tea.

‘Eh? Oh, yes, I've got a little,” he used to answer. Tl do it
later when there’s nothing interesting on television.’

At first Sarah had allowed Jack to watch television instead
of starting on his homework first, but she soon discovered that
he never had a little homework — it was always a great deal
- and that there was never a time when there was nothing
interesting on television, so that after putting off doing his
homework for a couple of hours, Jack was too tired to do his
homework properly, if at all.

Sarah then decided to make him do it first. This was always
a battle, and often when Jack obeyed his mother, he did the
work quickly and carelessly in order to finish it and get back
to his beloved television.

The result was the same as when he left his homework until
last; bad work, which he was punished for the next day at
school by getting low marks, either because his homework was
full of mistakes, or because he did not know the work he was
supposed to have prepared the night before.

One evening Jack’s science homework was about famous
inventors like Thomas Edison, who made important discov-
eries and inventions in the field of electricity. When he had
homework that consisted of learning facts, his mother had

17
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begun to test him when he finished, to try to make sure that
he had really done the work properly and not left anything
out, and this is what she did this time. She did not let him stop
until she was sure that he knew what was in his book.

But this time, it was less of a battle than usual to make Jack
sit down and go over what he had to learn carefully, because
it had a strong connection with television.

In class the next day, the teacher said to Jack, ‘What are
some of the things that Thomas Edison did for science?”

‘Well,” Jack answered happily, ‘first of all, if it weren’t for
Edison, we’d all be watching television by candlelight!’

Exercise 1

Look at these questions. Find the right answers. Then write the
questions and the answers:

1 Did Jack have homework?
a) No, he did not. b) Yes, he had a little. ¢) Yes, he
had a lot.

2 Why did he not do it well?
a) Because he was not a clever boy. b) Because he was
too interested in television.

3 When did he say he would do it?
a) When his mother made the tea. b) When there was
nothing interesting on television.

4 Was there sometimes nothing interesting on television for
Jack?
a) No, there was not. b) Yes, there was.

5 What happened after a couple of hours?
a) Jack did his homework badly, or he did not do it at all.
b) Jack put off doing his homework.

6 What did Jack’s mother do then?
a) She beat him. b) She forced him to do his homework
before he watched television.

7 Did this produce good results?
a) No, because Jack did not do his homework at all.
b) No, because Jack did not do his homework well.
¢) Yes, it did.

8 What did Jack’s mother do then to stop him being
punished at school?
a) She began to test him after he had done his homework.
b) She gave him low marks.

18
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Why did Jack enjoy doing his homework about Thomas
Edison?

a) Because his mother let him sit down. b) Because it
had something to do with television.

If there was no electricity, could we watch television by
candelight?

a) No, we could not. b) Yes, we could.

Exercise 2

Guided summary. Write a summary of the above story by
answering these questions. Do not use numbers:

1
2

ORI U W

10

Who was Jack? (Jack was . . .)

How much homework did he always have? Why did he
delay doing it every day? (. .. bul . . .)

What did his mother let him do at first?

What was the result?

What did his mother do then?

What was the result?

What did his mother begin to do then?

Why was this less difficult than usual one day?

What did the teacher ask Jack the next day? (The next duy
the teacher asked him what . . .)

And what did Jack answer? (and Jack answered that . . .)

Exercise 3

It is possible to turn a verb (phrase) into the object of
certain other verbs by putting it into the -ing form (e.g.
instead of ‘Sarah reads a lot; she likes it'’ we can say
‘Sarah likes reading’ and instead of ‘Jack watches a lot of
television; he enjoys it we can say ‘Jack enjoys watching
television’).

Change these sentences, replacing il by an -ing form of the
verb and the rest of the phrase, if there is onc. Start each
sentence with the words in brackets:

1

Most children watch television. They begin it when they are
very young, and continue it all their lives. (Most children
begin . . .)
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Other children play games instead, because they enjoy it.
(Other children enjoy . . .)

Some adults want to make children do their homework
instead. They try it, and sometimes they are successful.
(Some adults try . . .)

Some children do a lot of homework, and they do not seem
to mind it. (Some children do not seem to mind . . .)
Other children watch television. They prefer it. (Other chil-
dren prefer . . .)

We had no television when I was a child. I remember it.
(I remember not . . .)

I wrote my own stories and drew pictures for them. I shall
never forget it. (I shall never forget . . .)

I still do this. I shall never stop it. (I shall never stop

)



UNIT

Alan Brown liked the novels of a writer whose name was
Fraser Lambourn very much, and as Alan’s wife Violet was the
* manager of a big bookshop, she always brought Alan back the
2 latest work by his favourite writer.
Then one day Violet said to her husband, ‘Guess what,
Alan! Fraser Lambourn’s coming to our bookshop next week
» to sign copies of his new book for people who buy it! Isn’t that
good news?’
+ ‘Yes, it'’s wonderful!’ said Alan happily. Then he stopped
and thought for a few seconds. ‘But you've already brought me
a copy of his new book! he said disappointedly. ‘I don't
suppose he’ll sign that, will he?’
‘Oh, yes, he will,” said Violet cheerfully. "You just wait and
¢ see.” She told Alan that her bookshop was giving Fraser
Lambourn a party at the Grand Hotel before he started signing,
and that he would owe her something for that. “You've been
invited as my husband, by the way,” Violet added, ‘so you can
have a word with him there.” Alan became happy again, and
 he eagerly looked forward to the Saturday on which he would
meet Fraser Lambourn. =
The day came at last, and at the time Violet had told him,
Alan was at the door of the hotel room where the party was
going to be, looking inside to see if he could recognise his
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